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APOLOGY. 
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GEORGE ANNE BELLAMY. 



1 E T T E R IXCL 

December i 



1 N O W found all my theatrical expectations 
fruflrated. Although, hut a few days before, they 
feemed to be refuming their wonted fplendoiir, 
and bid l^ir to be productive of at leaft foma years 
of unclouded funfliine, in a moment an envious 
gloom darkened the profpedt. Tranfient, as 
" when a fable cloud turns forth her filver lining 
" to the night," was the flattering hope. But fuch' 
was my lot. 

I could by no means have wilbed for an engage- 
ment, unlefs it was on condition of being rein- 
Voj,, V. B ftatcd 

^- C(.;.^k 



2 THELIFIOr 

flated in mod of the parts that had been in my 
pofieffion, together with any quota of new ones ; 
and as to requefting a favour of that kind from 
— '*"Wr, Woodward, I reprobsrted the very thought. 
I could not for a moment fuppofe, even had I been 
fo unreafonable as to. make fuch a weak, propofal* 
that a perfon who knew the value of money fo 
well as he did, would hav&confented to have me 
(to make ufe of a political phrafe) tacked to hiu? 
by way- of dependent. 

For notwithftanding friendlhip is a very fine 
thing to talk of, very few would prove fuch 
devotees to it, as to facri6ce a thouiaiid pounds a 
year upon account of it. As for my own ideas of 
thftt facred unipn, they are fo truly romantic, and 
fo veryunfafliionable, that I am almofl afliamedto 
make them known : but I fliould not think world* 
too dear a purchafe, for the perfon towards 
whom I profefled a friendftiip. 1 now regretted, 
more poignantly than before, that I had made 
Mr. Colman my enemy. Though I deplored his 
refentment, I acknowledged the jufticc cy( it. I 
.have, however, the confolation to add, that from 
that gentleman's liberal behaviour for fome time 
f^, I have every reafonto believe his difplaafure 
has fubiided, and that I have the happinefs, once 
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more, to look upon him in the light of a 
friend. 

Upon the third of December I always made z 
dinner for fome friends, in honour of its being 
tlie name-day of Comte Haflang. I had accord- 
ingly invited fome ladies, and his Excellency's 
Secretary, to dine at my mother's, where I now 
tedAei when I came to town. 

The evening previous to that day my mother 
feemed to be indifpofed, but as I was in hopes 
that it was only a flight indilpofition, and (ha 
herfelf obje£ted to my putting off the party, i had 
not done fo. "When 1 returned home from paying 
the ufual compliments upon the occafion, I found 
her in the parlour, much worfe than when I 
left her. Seeing this, I entreated her to permit 
me to fend for advice; which flie refufed,- but 
confented to rrtsm to bed. 

As I did not apprehend any real dangar from 
my mother's illnefs, good company, joined togood 
cheer, and good humour, made us laugh rather 
too loud ; when, to our great furpriz^ fhe en- 
tered the room, in the midft of our feflivity, and 
turning to Mrs. HoWe, one of the ladies prefent^ 
deftred her not to raife a mob about the door by 
fier immoderate laughing. As my mother wad 
B 3 a remarkable 
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4 THELIFEOF 

a temarkabk well-bred woman, and was very par- 
ticular in her behaviour to thofe who were tinged 
with nobility, we concluded this uncommon rude- 
nefs muil arife from fome extraordinary caufe. 

And fo it proved to be ; for we foon perceived, 
from the tenor of her behaviour, that Ihe was 
light-headed. I therefore fent away immediately 
for Doftor Macdonald, a phyfician of whom ihe 
had fuch a very high opinion, that ihe always did 
him ihe honour to confult him upon every flight in- 
difpofition of her friends, as well as hcrfel^ and 
that 'gratis. The Doflor immediately came, and 
apologized for not joining us at dinner, as he 
had been invited. He informed me, that he was 
rather late, and rccollefling, when he got near 
Brewer-ftreet, that he was in mourning, hfc would 
not commit fuch a folecifm in ^ood manners, as 
to appear in fables at my grand gala ; he therefore 
returned, and dined elfewhere. 

Doftor Macdonald did all he could to ailift my 
mother for ten or twelve days ; but finding every 
medicine he prefcribed prove ineffeflual, he de- 
fired that I would call in fome other advice. I 
therefore immediately fent for Do£tor Schomberg, 
a gentleman as eminent for his wit, as diftinguifli- 
ed in hi« profeilion. Wlien he came, he pronoun- 
' ced 
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Ced her complaint to be a lethargic palfy ; adding, 
that there were no hopes of her recovery, as it was 
not in the power of the whole materia med'ica to re- 
ftore her. He ordered both her head and feet to 
Be bHftered, but without any good effeft arifing 
from it. She lingered for fome time, during 
which Ihe had no interval of fenfe ; atidwhilft I 
was' kneeling by her bed-fide, kifling her hand, 
flie call her eyes upon me, with a benignant finile, 
and left this world without a pang. 

The grief I felt at the lofs of my much loved 
parent, was lelTened by the confideration, that flie 
had every alliftance this world could afford her. 
The poor had reafon to regret her departure, at 
flie was benevolent to an excefs. Though a ri- 
gfd oecoreomift where ihe herfelf was only csrt- 
eerni^, Ihe was liberal almoll to a fault when 
any objeft of compalSoti excited her tender feel* 
ings. 1 had the fatisfadion of feeing thofe inti- 
mates who efteemed her whilft living, feverely 
lament her when dead. As ta myfelf, death de- 
prived me not only of an anxious parent, but of 
3. kind friend. Happy would it have been for me, " 
had I always lillened to her prudent admonitions ! 
I fliould then have been a ftranger to ecror, and 
confequenily to its fure attendants, anguifli and 
B 3 misfortune. 

L.,,...„,C()rt^lc 
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mlsforcune. And I now moll fevcrely felt the 
truth of the adage, " That we never know the 
*' value of what we poflefs^ till we are made fen- 
<' fible of it by its lofs." 

As the landlord of the houfe in which my mo- 
ther refided had promifed never to raife the rent 
whilft flie or myfelf chofe to continue his tenant; 
and it was greatly under-let, I determined to keep 
it. Every thing my parentdied poiIe£ed of having 
originated from me, I thought I had an undoubtr 
ed light to whatever that might be ; and my bro- 
ther having rellgned all preten£oiis to her pro- 
i perty, I thought it needleff to take out letters of 
adiQiDtftratton. 

I had iovited a lady and her two daughters to 
be with me during my mother's illnels; and Ihft 
was fo kind as to continue her vifit, in ordet: ta. 
fceep me from the mielancholy with which a mind 
fo fufceptible as mine muft naturally be t^pr^ed* 
As my mother had always lived in the ftyle of a 
gentlewoman, I had her buried as fuch. Thofe 
about me endeavoured to perfuade me not to go 
to her funeral, but their remonArances were in 
vain. As I had paid her every poffihie attention 
while living, I was determined, cofl what pangs 
it would, to pay the laft tribute of duty by attend- 
ing her remains to the grave. 

Imuft 

.- C<,<,sk 
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1 muft h«r« obferve, that I cannot help think- 
ing, but that perfons wlio pretend to fuch over- 
nice feelings, as to be prevented thereby from 
paying thefe laft refpe6lful offices to a deceased re- 
lation or friend, (hew an unnatural and fal(e deli- 
cacy. I confider them as an indifpenfible duty, 
and a debt of nature; and will venture to call an 
emillion of them unpardonable aSe&ation, Elfe, 
why ftiould thofe of the lower ranks be deprived 
©f that extreme fufceptibility. Dame Nature be- 
ing their guide, ftie condu(!:is them, with decent 
forrow, to the grave of thofe they loved whilft 
living 

Now prepare yourfelf to hear another of thofe 
unexpefl^ed and ill-natured ftrokes of fortune, with 
which fhe has frequently belaboured me. So 
^uick is generally the tran&tion, that ihe might 
he faidto give with one hand, and immediately to 
rob me of the newly-poffefled gift with theother> 
As if the tickle God&fs had determined that I 
ihould never retain the poBeffion of any proper- 
ty, let it be thrown into my lap by her from 
whatever quarter it would. 

My vifitor, Mrs. Butler, and myfelf, were fit- 
ting together in converfation one evening, foon 
after the death of my mother, when a loud and 
B 4. violent 
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violent rap at the door alarmed us. - As Aich an 
incident was unufual, 1 ordered the fervant not to 
open the door, but to enquire what occafioned it 
from the area. Upon her going out for that pur- 
poi'e, Ilie was informed, that if flie did not imme- 
diately open the door, it would be broke open, as 
they had got the broad-feal. Not knowing what 
was meant by having the broad feal, I demanded 
from the window their buiinefs. To this they 
anfwered, that I' ftiould be informed when they 
vers let iii ; and if that was not done prefently, 
they had .''I'.dioriiy to break open the door. 

Fim'' :., (here was no probability of preventing 
iherr . ':.nce, I ordered the door to be opened ; 
wfir iive or fix fellows lufhed in, and took pof- 
i-.i .1, in the name of that honour to his i!)0n«a- 
. ■.!■.'<: profeffion, my CouGn Crawford. 

That worthy and confcientious man no foonef 
heard of my mother's death, and found that I had 
been fo imprudent as not to make any legal claim 
to her property, than he took out letters of ad- 
tniniftration, by fwearing himfelf her legitimate 
heir. Fearlefs of the iniquity of the meafure, or 
■ the confequence of it, my hcne^ kinfman thought 
if he could but appropriate her effedls to his own 
life, he would fet at defiance a future reckoning. 
He accordingly adopted this mode with fuccefs. 
I im- 

L.,,...„,Cu()^le 
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I immediately apply'd to the late Sir John Field- 
iagy hoping he would point outfome mode, <)f 
redrefs ; and notwithAanding, I had not feen him 
for many years, his retentive faculties were fo 
jiearly in their full force, that the moment I fpoke, 
he called me by my name, and was forry it wai 
out of his line to-affifl: me upon the occalion. 
As it happened not to be term time, I had no rc- 
foarcc but patience ; for I found it to no manner 
ot purpofe to endeavour to bring the faYages by 
which I was furrounded, to reafon. ^fruitlefs 
altercation irideed took place, but they perfifted in 
my quitting the premifes that night. It was by this 
time paft eleven o'clock ; Mrs. Butler's children , 
were in bed'; and where to get a lodging at that 
late hour I knew not. At lafl: I thought of fend- 
ing to Mr. Woodward, who had tjken a large 
houfe ill Leicefter-ftreet, in order to let part of it. 
That gentleman confented, with great chearful- , 
nefs, to accommodate us till I could provide ray- 
felf, though he was obliged to get out of his b-d 
to receive us. 

The next day I fent to inform Mr. Gordon, 

the undertaker that had depofited the teitiains of 

my much-loved mother, of what had happened, 

and defired him to look to the adininiftrator for 

B 5 - the 
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the expences of the iiineral. He fent for anfwer, 
that as i had ordered the funeral, he fliould expert 
me to pay for it ; that it was a very genteel one ; 
and he defied any one of the trade to fumifti one 
more elegant for £fcy guineas, though he fliould 
only charge me forty-two. As Mr. Gordon wa» 
a neighbour, and my mother was ib greatly re^ 
fpe£ted that numbers attended her manes without 
invitation, I was in hopes he would have heen my 
friend upon the occafion, and have endeavoured 
to eafe ms of that load ; but no ! he chofe to be 
his own friend, and to £x the debt upon me, 
without giving himfelf any trouble. 

Wliat made this event more vexatious was, 
that the feven hundred pounds, owing by the 
Widow Lock to my mother, as already mention- 
ed, was to have been paid the Wednefday follow- 
ing. In the confufion and fright I was in whea 
I left the houfe, I forgot the p^rs relative to this 
debt. As they were placed in a china clofet in 
the parlour, that they might be ready when want- 
ed, the wretches who had taken polTel&on, pro- 
foably thought them of no value) and had thrown 
them by as wafte paper. So that all I got by the 
death of my dear mother, was a poor girl ibe< 
recommended to my charge, aod who became an 
ad^ioual 
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adiditibnal burthen to me. I never knew (hi was a 
relation, till my dying DMither enjoined me to find - 
her out, and take Care of her. 

The efie^ belonging to nly mother were fold 
for an old fobg, as the faying is ; but aa the houfe 
was let to me, though only verbally, the iixturet 
could not be difpofed of. I commenced a fuit in 
the Commons againft the depredator, which I 
Should undoubtedly have gained, ai l\ was bom 
in wedlock ; but an unexpei^ed circumftance pre- 
vented me from receiving any redrefs. The 
wretch having fpent all the money that arofe from 
the fale ot the effeds, and having bcHdes bullied 
fomc tenants that rented the llahles belonging to 
the houle out of what money was due ; and bdng 
now apprehenfive of the confequences of his infa- 
mous tranfa£tk>iis ; he took the Gravefend boa£ 
in order to &y his country. Juftice, howevei^ 
here overtook him ; for being muah intoxicated, 
be fell into the river, and was never heard of more. 

Had he received th,e defert due to his crim^, he 
would have been exalted inAead of funk. In this 
optnton I dare fay you will readily concur with 
me, wh«i I jelata tO' you the following inAanca 
•f his ri^>acit>ufnefB and inhuinanity ; though in- 
deed &ora thofe I have already prelented you with, 
&& Uhmk 
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I thinlc I need not doubt of your entertainmg the 

utmoft abhorrence for his conduct. 

This unnatural being, (I will not debafe the 
name of fether by befldwing it on him,) kept his 
Jbn in prifon, for refuting to join with him in dif- 
pofmg of an annuity in which he had an intereft. 
This was an annuity of fifty pounds a year in the 
Exchequer, the remains of two hundred ; Craw- 
ford's wife having, during her Hfe-time, joined 
with him in difpofing of the other hundred and 
fifty. He had alfo fpent ten thoufand pounds in 
money ; part of which, in juftice, ought to have 
been mine, as it devolved to him from another 
branch of the Sylces's family. 

In order to terrify the lad into a compliance 
with his requifition, the inhuman monfter threat 
him, although yet a minor, into the Fleet Prifon, 
■after having arrefted him fiir board and lodging ; 
and here this, unfortunate young man remained 
till Crawford's death, as he had refolution enough 
to bear a difogreeablc confinement, rather than 
confent to fo unjuft a propofal. 

Muft there not be fome place, red wirfi uncom- 
mon vengeance, where a fevere retribution will 
await fuch complicated crimes, fuch a continued 
ff&ei^ of diflionefty? There mufi; there willl 
—Though 
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^Tfioughhe was able to fly from that punilhment 
the laws of his country were on the point of 
inditing on him, (for tardy-footed juftice had 
nearly overtaken him) yet he will not have it in 
his power to efchew her rigorous grafp in that 
flats, where all accounts of this nature are fet- 
tled :,The day of reckoning muft come; 

I was now obliged to fend word to the Biihop 
of Gloucefter that I could not wait on him to re- 
ceive the feven hundred pound's due from Mrs* 
Ldck to my mother, as the papers relative to the 
debt were loft. To which his Lordlhip retumeif 
for anfwer, that he could* by no means think of 
paying the money, unlefs I could give up the ob- 
ligations, as he Jhould ftill be liable to pay it to 
thofe who might find them. 

Thus, without being able to receive a Ihilling 
of my mother's property, through the dilhonei);y> 
-of my worthy Coufin, I found I had the funeral 
expences to pay, together with fome demands flie 
had incurred which I had promifed to difcharge; 
and likewife the cofts of the fuit I had commen- 
ced in the Commons, which amounted to feven- 
teen pounds. So that I think I may fay that,* ac- 
cording to my ufual good luck, I gained a hfi 
upon the occafion. But flrange events fometimes 
produce 
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jproduce ftrange confequences, at wai tKo cafe- 
with this ; for, foon after, I was honoured with 
a villt from Lord Hampden, irtiom I hadnot fcen 
ilncea child, who prefented me witfi a banfc note 
for twenty pound)), in as^am^onx a manner as if 
it had been a million. G. A. B.. 



LETTER XCII> 

J_F I fhall not Be thought worthy of any encO' 
miums for the matter contained in my letters, 
or for my manner of inditing them, I flatter my- 
felf you will at leaft think me entitled to fpme 
prftife for tny indefatigable application in writing, 
them, for the more fpeedy gratification of your 
curiofity. A reference to the dates of my letters 
will convince yon, that I have devoted almoft every 
hour, fince I firft began the ta&, to the employ- 
ment. Indeed, a long confinement, oecafioncd by 
indifpofition and diflrefa, has not a little tend- 
ed to accelerate my undertaking ; and as neither 
of theJe caufes are yet removed, there is a proba- 
bility that I Ihal! be able to proceed with the fame 
expedition, and that it will not be long before I 
ihall 
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jhall put an end to my tale, and with it your ex- 
peflaat wUhea. For this purpofe I will now pro^ 
ceed, without any further circumfcribation. 

Having feRt for my furniture front Strand oa- 
the Green, I was foCHi fettled again in^ Brewer-^ 
llreet. Cointe Hallang having heard of my diftr«&, 
told me he would pay lor the furniture t^ my firft 
floor, which came to one hundred and twenty 
pounds I and defired I would fix a tinu of pay* 
ment with the upholfterer. Mr. Woodward com- 
pltro^ited me with two coital ba^lo- relievo g £oe 
the door, three huidfome girandoles, a beautiful 
grate, &c. &c. and as every perfon with whom 
I was intimate presented me with fome ornament 
or other, my houfe, in appearance, was a littls 
cabinet* • 

Juft at this tim» Mr. Calcraft died. It wa* 
announced in the papers that he had left me » 
confiderable furo, but the report was entirely 
without foundation ; n>y name was no othennrife 
mentioned in the will, than as the mother of his. 
children, I believe I might vei^ure to fay, that 
he was not regretted evai by thofe to whom -he 
left his fortune. The vexation he muft feel at 
knowing himfelf to be defpifed and negle£ted to 
fcch a degree, as to be abls to purchafe no other 
company 

■ - C(„,slc 
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company than that of a few wretched dependents^ 
greatly ailefted his pride, for of true fpirit he had 
not a fpark. Not air his riches, his fumpfeious 
fittellings, nor his luxurious wines, could procure 
him one refpeflable individual as a companion f 
He was therefore obliged, as I have been informed^ 
to take up with his clerk, an attorney, and I fup- 
pofe an eiEcifeman, as a perfon of that calling 
generally makes one in fach a group ; for even 
his brother the General declined going near him, ■ 
I muft acquaint you, that he promifed to leave a 
handfome provifion for his intimate, the clerk juff 
mentioned, which 1 conclude was his inducement 
for beftowing fo much time ou his defpifed 
mafter; inftead of which, he only left him the 
immenfe fum of u hundred pounds. A deed whiciv 
tallies with the many generous deeds I have already 
related of him. 

He left behind him a princely fortune, but 
without bequeathing a fliiiling to his wife,' or 
even mentioning her name; a failure by which 
flie recovered a third of his eftate, as well as of 
his perfonal fortune. This, however, has. involved 
the eftate in fuch difficulties, that I find his debts 
are not paid to this day. Every body feemed to 
pejoice when Mrs. Calcraft's fuit for the recoverj; ■ 



.o^k 



O. A. B E L L A M Y. I? 

of her claim was attended with fuccefs; and lean 
fincerely fay, that no perfon received greater 
pleafure upon the occaHon than. I did, as I have 
been informed (he ii one of the heft of women. 

At length the ftipulated day came, when I 
was to pay Mf. Cullen, the upholfterer, for the 
furniture of my firft floor, and whkh Comte 
HaHang hatt promifed to enable me to do. I 
had appointed four o'clock for the hour of pay- 
ment, and had wrote to his Lordlhip to acquaint 
him that, was the time fixed. Mrs. Tuffiial and 
the Secretary were with me, when' I received aa 
anfwer, written upon a quarter of a flieet of pa- 
per, and fealed at the corner, like a common 
note. 

I opened it ; and finding it begin in the ufual 
flyle, of " I wonder you will not get an engage- 
ment," I concluded that the remainder was of the 
fame tenor, in order to excufe a breach of promifc; 
and as I could not poffibly fuppofe any bill waf 
inclofed in a note of that Cze and form, I imme- 
diately threw it into the fire. Upon which Mr. 
Killtoff jokingly faid, " Do yon treat all your 
" billet-doux in that manner f " A bilIet-do»x l" 
Ireplied; " It is not of that nature; it is a triding 
" fubterfuge to ayoid faying a fiemfe^ 

WhUJi 
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Whi'lft I fat ruminating on the Comte's flip- 
pofed evaGon, the porter returned with a mdlagey 
exprefllve of his Lord's furprize at my not con- 
defcendtng to honour him with ^n anfwer.. I 
fent back my coroplimem:^ and I conld not con- 
ceive there was any anfwer retfuired to a- note 
upon fo difagreeabte and haclineyeJ a: fubje^tt 
The fervant went away and returned diredlly, 
with a doable furprife of his Lordfliip's ; who fent 
me word, that if his Utter required no- anfwer, at 
leaft I ought to have acknowledged the receipt of 
the b'lU. The word Irill was no fooner pronoun- 
ced, th:ui I gave a violent fcream, and -cried OUt> 
" I am undone! I am. undone! I have burnt it/ 
—And we all fat as motionlefs as fiatues for Ibme 
time. 

At length the porter returned home, and the fe- 
cretary foon fidlowed^ When, in tw« or three 
Jiours, 1 received the note of a banker in the city, 
I think Nightingale's, promiling to pay the fum 
jof one hundred and twenty pounds if fuch a bank- 
bill Ihould not make its appearance within a year 
and a day. Fortunately hi* Lordihip having lei- 
fure that morning, and being alone, *had.amufed 
himfelf with taking a mraiorandum of the num- 
bers of fome bank-notes he bad juft received; a 
precauti<Mi 
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precaution he had never befM-e taken; and he has 
often ^rmed flnce, that he could not account for 
entertaining fuch an idea then. 

Mr. Woodward was kind enough to advance 
me the money uptxi thii engagement, by which 
means I was enabled to preferve my credit with 
Mr. Cullen the upholAerer; and, as from the 
bank-note being confumed to aflies, there was a 
certainty that payment could not be demanded, 
at the expiration of the time, Mr. Woodward 
received the money. This incident taught his 
Excellency to fold letters, containing bills, in 
a proper manner; and your humble fervant to 
examine, in future, the infide of the fmalloft 
fcrap of paper that might be fent to her, before flke 
bnmt it. 

I now thought myfelf tolerably eafy, as I had 
let the bed part of my houfe to a brother of tlje 
great Parker, who was newly married, fw five' 
guineas a week^ referving for my own ufo the 
back-parlour, and the two back-rooms on th& 
fecond floor. The former I made my library; 
and though it did n^t contain above four hun* 
dred volumes, I have the vanity to fay thefe 
were well chofen. Nothing but feftivity and ex- 
peace was to be feeo ; and the fervaats received aa 
oiuch 
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much company below Aairs, as the bride ami bride^ 

groom did above. 

This being the cafe, in order to be out of f<* 
much riot and confufioa, I allowed my two maid- 
fervants board-wages for the three months the 
family was to be with me, and recommended my 
man to Mr. Woodward, Having don& this, I w«nt 
out eaily upon a vilit to fome friend or other, aod 
returned home only to fleep. 

. Mr. Gordon, the undertaker, beginning to be 
very pref&ng for his bill for my mother's funeral-, 
I endeavoured to borrow the money, which was 
forty guineas. Upon this occafion a young 
gentleman of my acquaintance recommended me 
to one Cohan, a Jew mi3ney -lender, who promifed 
to get me the cafh upon my notes in a few days; 
la order to make them more negotiable, he defired 
■I would give them in two feparate notes, payable 
to himfeJf, and at different dates. Being perir 
fe^Iy unacquainted with tranfadlions of this 
nature, and not entertaining the leajl fufpicion 
x>i the man's honcfty^ I did as he deJlred me^ 
and having this^ profpe£l of being able to dif- 
chatge Mr. Gordon's bill, I fent to let him 
know that I would do it in the courfe.of the fob- 
lowing weekk 

Encouragei 
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Tjiconraged hy Mrs. Calcraft's fuccefa, I began 
to think- of iiiy annuity, which had not been paid 
for a long tinse. I accordingly fent to have: Mr. 
Wedderburne's opinion ; -when I was .informed it 
muft be at my own expence. To this I contented j 
but not being able to offer the ufual fee with the 
cafe, and the perfon I depended on not being Will- 
ing to advance it, the affair lay dormant^ at the 
tinielimaginedljiadthefirfl advice in the kingdom.' 
A week paffed after I had given the Jew my 
notes, without my hearing any thing from him; 
when upon fending to the young Gentleman who 
had recommended him, I was iriformed that my 
llttie Ifaac was gone off; and I heard no further 
tidings, either of him or my notes, till they w'ere 
prefented for payment. 

There is nothing, I am told, calls louder for the 
interference of the Legiflature, than the frequent 
frauds of fome of the prefent race of advertising 
money-lenders, to whom the appellation of Swind- 
lers has been juftly given. Thofe who are unfor- 
tunately neceifitated to apply 'to them, allured by- 
the fpecious promifes held forth in their advertife- 
ments, doubt not of receiviBg from them a -ready 
aflUflance ; inftead of which they generally find 
ihemfelves more deeply involved, if not irretriev- - 
ably 
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ably ruined. If once you deliver into their hands 
any notes or bills, it is a hundred to one if ever 
you receive any value &r them ; or, if you do, it 
is but a pooportionably fo)all part. And as thefe 
are ufually paid away to tradefmen who can 
fwear they have given a valuable confederation for 
them, your plea of not having received any your- 
felf, is of no avail. Nor have you any redrefs 
from contelling the payment of your notes. AH 
the confolation you receive in a court of juftice is, 
that you fliould not have been fo Ully as to pay 
attention to the delufive advert ifements. Many, 
very many, I have been informed, have liAened 
to the fpecious pretexts of thefe infatiable harpies, 
fonae of whom live in eafe and diffipation upon 
the fpoils of the unfortunate. 

Mr, Davy's executors, who had revived the fuit 
relative to my annuity, now appeared to be in 
«arneft ; and as Mr Calcraft's executors feemed to 
nifh to keep the eAate in law, in order to retain, 
the management of a property, that from its im- 
raenfe value muft undoubtedly be produftive of 
fome benefit, they determined to conteft it with 
them. The latter had even the folly or madnefs 
to. fend to me, to delire I would join in tlie bill 
againfl myfelf^ and thofe who had advanced me 
the 
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■Che money upon it. This you may be afliired I 
refiifcd to do. On the coHtrary, ootwithAanding 
my natural averiion to all pecuniary bufioefs, I 
Jatermined to profecute the affair againli them 
with vigour. 

The only thing that retarded my delign> was 
the want of mondy to carry It into exrcution ; 
for what I received from the gentleman who had 
hired my houfe, was devoted to pay the rent of it. 
I however refolved to wait on lyir. Weddcrbume, 
now Lord Loughborough, to enquire what opi- 
nion he had given upon the fait, and what wat 
jieceHary to be donefurther in the profecution of it. 

Lord Huntingdon, whom I had formerly the 
honour of knowing, was juft returned from mak- 
ing the tour of Europe with his nephews. A« 
every perfon who ever heard of that Nobleman* 
inuft allow him to be one of the brighteft orna- 
ments of nobility, his liberality of fentiment add- 
ing graces to his other eminent virtues, I wa« 
encouraged to folicit his alSilance'upon thia 
emergency ; I therefore wrote to him, and ac- 
<[uainted him with my purpofe. 

His Lordfliip immediately called upon m^ 
' and with that elegance which attends all his 
actions, pjefented me with a rouleau, gfeatly ex- 
ceeding what I tbeo thought 1 had occafioD for. 
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He at the fame time requclled, that if in future 
I Ihould be prelled, I would make him my banker. 
A woman is never fo highly flattered, as when 
flie is thought worthy the notice of difiin^ijhed 
charaflers; which my Lord Huntingdon is in an 
■ emuient degree. And a promife he then made me, 
to heftow upon me fome of his leifure hours, I 
eAeemed more valuable than even the necclTary 
and valuable prefent he had given me> I muft 
not omit to inform you, that in order to apologize 
for a few minutes delay before he waited upon 
me, his LordQiip difpatched a relation, who after- 
wards attended him during. his vifit, to acquaint 
me with it. This information will perhaps ap- 
pear to you to be needlefsj but you will find that 
it Is not fo. It is abfolutely neceflary to intro- 
duce this gentleman here, in order that you might 
be acquainted with him at a future period. 

Ihad fcarcely time to congratulate myfelf upon 
the real fatisfaftion I felt frou this event, when I 
was informed, that tlje ca'ufe I had been advifed to 
enter into with Mr. Gordon, relative to the ex- 
pences of my mother's funeral, which undoubt- 
edly the adminiftrator ought to have paid, was 
given againll me ; and, if not immediately fettled, 
I fhould be fued to execution. In addition to this, 
as misfortunes feldom come alone, I was ferved at 
the 
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the fame moment with copies of writs for tho 
. notes I had- put into Cohan's hands. And, to 
crown all> a draft drawn upon me from my'fon 
Harry, who was abroad, \Tas prefented to me for 
payment. 

Such an interruption to the plealing reflec • 
tions I was indulgingi, threw once more a gloom 
•ver my mind, which put it mit of my power 
to wait upon Mr. Wcdderfturoe as I had in- 
tended; I therefore wrote a line to Mr. Wood" 
^vard, requeuing that he would do it for nie. 
That gentleman being abroad when my note 
came, he wasobliged to polVpone going till the 
Jiextday; by which time the term beingended, 
he was not able to meet with him. By fuch a 
train of untoward incidents, was my cafe pre- 
vented from coming to the knowledge of that 
.great lawyer. And thus by /w/rt-i/ening' circum- 
Aances, which counteraifl the tieft intentions, are 
the nroft important defigns often times frullrated. 

The demand for the expences of my mother's 
funeral being fo very urgent, and amouV.^iiij;, 
through the additional law-charges, to near 
double the oi;iginal bill, T thought my perfonal 
fafety required that it ftiould be firft difcharged. 
I accordingly appropriated the money for which 

Vol. v. C I wag 
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I was indebted to Lord Huntingdon's gcoerofity, 

and which was mteoded for wiothbr puryofe, to 

this. 

A difcovpry foon enfyed; fot his X^ordflviB. 
maeting Counfellor Wedderbume fome Oiert time 
4ft«r, v«iy kindly enquired wbetber tbere were 
gny hopes of fdceeft fat me in the profecution of 
ray fuit ; when the Counfellor anfweredt to hit 
Lord&ip's great fur[»'ize, that he knew nothit^ 
of fuch a fiiit. Nor, indeed, w-is it poflible thn 
he ihould know any thing of a fuit in my nqme ; 
for, 38 I afteminjB found, it was indiicreetly 
carried <wi thtit in the nvne of the claimants, 
Air. Davy's executors, who had even made me a 
party againA my own canfe, by joining me, in 
tbeir applicatiMi to th? court, with Mr. Galcraft'« 
executors; and this occa&oned the latter'f feoding 
to me when they filed their anfwers. 

Lord Huntingdon, juftly incenfed at my appa- 
rent duplicity, wrote me a letter full of the moA 
fcvere reproaches; faying every thing in it that a 
generous heart mull feel, when it fuppofes itfelf 
the dupe of deception. This letter his Lordihip 
fent by his relation before-naentionedj to whem I 
explained the whole atfair ; notwithJlanding 1 was 
fo greatly fliocked at the contents of the epiftle^ 
that 
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that 1 emSA fi!»cetf faiflrten fdttiiwitf faStkat 
to io it. Dttpkcky ieiMg a crime trf the firfl 
nagtatafy h- efty dKmation, sttA with-whicfi it 
hu «v«' be«n 1117 bodif that I ti^vt hteit totiBy 
4riS!e«f9aftftt«rf, a rfarge ^of thts' namre, cmifei 
quenrty-j eeiM ttftt ftil of^glvfng' tn« »«■««««« 
pain. 

Ver mf atmety ef rfearin:^ myfelP firom fa 
cani^ 4n in^eaehhiam, gave ne couragB to 
fiovriMV mj- feeMngs, ift ordef to exonerate my- 
felf. Iit'^nng this^ I ^Sureh mueft flffon die hap- 
pinefs I had flattened myfelt wrtfl receiving from 
^Lordftiij^s pTOTnifecTvifity; *hfcfr, f faid, muft' 
xefla& iilfuHie cMdi¥ liptm thofe (ie honoured wtit 
IkiKw^ainKincg-; H the bri^iArtyorMs taftittr; 
liis aokliowl^lge^'le^tffe, Wit, ^ gddd'&reetBflg, 
HVt oi^ly iien^r«i.lBm-(K>^fpie«oe9 iTLa}ItMf&* 
reign x^ourc^ but .jnAly etitMCteii Itis-Ldrdfl^'fo 
the epceiiiHtni :9ftfbii«pm bins by die :l3t<'LoM 
Cheil^f&^l4i.>>rh<» piottouNcect' him •i^onc cff^tlM 
b[ightell,.Qr9ayi«nt3.,f)f ;ihe EngltJli aobility." 
Ttiis^ Lc«jwnwe4.iciavif«d tWpaitt pfoiated <}xf 
his, ^ift)^i9fare,tq4:»ev|hfl,ir|(lre.fei}6bjlff.fett. i I 

From the< fe,cv^t maaper ifi : vchich 1 exprefied 

myfelf upon thia occafion,, (fer,- as I h3v&,faid 

berpBe> I ]Ltiow:pf)t-a.,iue4ii^,,w^^,i;ti]f fe^^Wllt:^ 

, . C 1 ii 
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it awalwned,) my vifiMW threw out fomethihg of 
an inuendo of his Lordfliip*s luving formerly 
' becna gUlantof mine. I zflured him that he 
was mifiaken; which imprefled hi* Lordfliip'f 
bounty the deeper on my hean. The mmneat I 
had uttered thele words, the jnutd iace of the 
gentleman loft its rotundity, and lengthened into 
an extreme oblong. He immediately arole from 
his feat, faying> " Then, ind«ted, it alters the 
cafe." And mattering fom«; words to himfelf, 
which I could not diftioguUh the purport of» he 
haftily took his leave. 
I wrote foon after to Mr. Wedderbume, to de- 
fire penniffion to wait on him at his firft Ieifure«- 
bmt.was not honoured with an anfw^r; which [ 
fuppofe was owing to the multiplicity of bufinefs 
he was engaged in. I was therefore obliged to 
content myfelf wi^ Ae hopes, that if ever I 
Jhould get the fuit, it would afford me an oppor- 
tohity of explaining the afiair. to Lord Hunting- 
don—The only mode of Moning for a rtal error, 
or escufing a _^/>^o^i/ one, is by an op^ and un- 
referved explaiutioa. This is the method I have 
now purfued; and I hope it will tend to imprint 
on his Lordfliip's mind, if my " Apology" fliould 
fali into hi& hand^ a more fayounU>le idea of the 
traoCadion 
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teiOtCz&itm than he has hithorto entertaihej of it.' 
He has, tilt now, been able to judge only from 
Appearances j and thefe, I acknowledge, have been 
againU nte; But the foregoing elucidation having 
now placed every cir<;uni fiance in its true light, 
1 flatter myfelf if will feftore me to his Lotdfliip's 
good opinion, on which I fet no common value.^— 
]* muil jiift be permitted to rtsjieat, that there is" 
no one living, who can hold even the appearance' 
of duplicity in greater deteftatlon than myfelf. ' 

G. A. b; 
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' 1 THINK I informed you, that upon my leaving 
Fvlianent-Areet, Lord Tyrawley had taken myj 
foa Harry Calcraftj and placed him at an acadeipy 
near Greenwich, in order to be near him wheq a(_, 
Slackheath, where he moflly relided. Hts.lyprd-: 
Jhip was particularly fond of the boy, .whom fep/ 
feemed to think a nonpareil;, and was greatly/ 
concerned at finding him bent upon going to f^a. 
But as my young gentleman was not to be con- 
tradiiSled, he was font' out as a joidihipm^nv on - 
C 3 . . board 
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board a ja^ of wm-^ Wbm h« h*4rd of his 
father's dea.th, )ie reiblyed to ^uit bis naiiticaJ 
eiQployroent, which he was now tired of* and 
turn fins gentkasan ; .ii proft&aa jb.e was, iadeeil> 
tnucli betKr qualified forthan thi: former. 

About this period Lord Tyrawley died. An 
incident that did not much aSe^ me at the time 
it h4ppened, as hi$ JLord^bip's faculties had been 
£o much i;npairei} fpra long while before he de- 
parted this life, that his diflblution was rather to 
b« wi/hed for than dreaded. It is very fmgular 
•(but I think I have made a fimilar remark before), 
that thofe who are endowed with talents fuperior 
to the generality of thoir fellow-creatures, have 
moA commonly the nnhappinefs to furvive their 
mental qualities. And in every confiderate mini 
it muA give rife to the noft huntiHating fenfa- 
, tions, to behold thofe we look up to as the phe- 
nomena of the age, reduced again to a ftate of 
childhood. A circumftance which fully confirms 
the truth of Solomon's affertion, ** that all if 
vanity and vexation of fpirit. Or, as Shakfpere 
fi(iely dp i'cribes it *, 

U LtftfcMUofjill. 
" Tltac ends ^9 Arangc cvcqtful hiflory, 
" Is rccond cbildifhneft, am) mere oblivion 
« S«iu leeth, fMl vyn, biw tifte, tai» every ddtiE-'* 
* Ai mu Liln ill Att ]!• Sctne g. 

Mifs 
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Mifs O'Hara formslly announced to me hit 
Lordihip's death, and the day appointed for hia 
. funeral ; which was, it Teems, fixed for the Sun- 
day following his demife. His Lordfhip had or- 
dered by his will, that his remains fhould be de> 
pofited inChelfea Hofpital, among theold veterans 
who had fo often fought under his command. 
As he did not expe£l that any compliment would 
be paid him b]r Government, he delired that his 
funeral might be a private one, and half a guinea 
given to each foldier that attended. ■ Mifs O'Hara 
to obey her father's will, to the very letter of it» 
read each man who bad aSual/y /ought with hit 
Lordihip ; and as I believe there was only about 
twenty-five of thofe living, they only were di- 
refted to attend. 

As I fu|^fisd his Lordlhip's fiineral rites had 
been celebrated on the day which had been an- 
nounced to me, I went into mourning. But 
fome days after, having a great deal of company, 
we went into the drawing-room. We had not 
been there long, . before we obferved a he'arfe 
fplendidly adorned with efcutcheons and trophies 
of honour. Upon this we all flocked to the win- 
dows ; and as it came from the undertaker's die 
comer of Gdden-fqnare, we had a full view 
C4 of 



3^ THELIFEOr 

of this gorgeous receptacle of the dead. But how 
great was my aftoniHnnent, when I beheld that 
the efcutcheons bore the three Black -Lions, his 
l^ordihip's arms. I was no longer miftrefs of 
myfelf. What I could fupport at a diftance, 
upon a nearer view, flruck me with the moil 
fevere anguifh, and ov«rwhelmed me with 
grief. . 

Upon enquiry I found, that a pubHc burial had. 
been offered by Government, in order to pay due . 
tefped to his Lordfliip's memory and valour, but 
was, declined by his much favoured daughter, 
who atledged the fulfilling her father's defire,. 
as exprelled in the will, as a reafon for her refufal. 
I am, however, perfuaded, that could her pride. 
liave been gratified without the expence of the half 
guineas, as every penfioner in the hofpital, had 
the offer been accepted of would have walked, flic 
would gladly have confented. This had.occa- 
£oned the ceremony to be poAponed. 

Juft after this event, my fon Harry returned 
from abroad ; vfhich, to a mother who loved 
him to excefs,' was no fmall happinefs. He- 
continued with me for fome months; but having. 
the misfortune to cOpneA himfelfwith one of the 
vorfl pf womf nj to my no fmall mortification he 
removed 
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ntooved to a lodgiag,'wltere he might take.grAt«r t 
liberties than he could at the houft of a (tarent* ' 

AI>out the fame period, my^ eldeft Jon George 
?fletham retombd from. Amerioaj faavii;g there 
Itgnalized himfglf by his courage and intrepidity, 
particularly in taking a fort of Ibme importance, 
with a handful pf men ; by way of reCompence, ' 
he was promoted to a company ; which, though., 
obtained by ptirchafe, vras a flngular mark of 
didinAioR at his .'^e. I 

His return made me completely hsppy for the ; 
time, as he waa not only the bell offons, hut a> 
fmcere friend ■ and afiefftionate brother. And . 
though he could not boaft the briUiancy of p^rts 
with Harry, he might value himfelf ,up^,f^e. 
ftriftefl honour, and one of the beA of hearts. 
His firft care was ta alli'li me{ which he did to; 
the extent of his powers He then went in fearch , 
of my younger fony who had enthralled himfelf 
greatly; and notwitlEftandinghe was uodec^^ 
had got into confinement. 

Captain Metham's credit unfortunately was 
good. He was fecurity for his brother to a very 
large amount. And this not only for a fum fiif- 
&ient to exonerate him from debt, but;topur^ 
ch»le him. a'.cDomifiipn in the - fame r^gio^ni^ 
C 5 . to 
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w wM<ji be bdeagsdf w he «ntertiiaed ttot tim 
leaA doubt of hit fcrochev's lanlmelii to go M 
America. M^ ddfft fan, h^wevcT) luiTis£ an 
opportuait^ of Qxchanglng, as hc thongbt, to »d~ 
vwtag^y into » n^mcnt at Jamaica* and tuTiBj^ 
likewife ehcained ths place of deputy governor o£ 
F-ort Qtarles in that iflaad, he vras preventod from 
attending tkii brother aj pcc^fed. 

The c«nfequ«Ke of which was, that toon sfter 
his departure, the unworthy woman, who hsd 
got an afccndaacy over my younger fon, prevail' 
ed upon htm to dtfpofe of his CMnmi^Son aaA ac- 
Con^Kiny her to France. He there inrolved iiia- 
felf ia debts to the amount of twelve huntTred 
peuhds, and waq once more put in confinement. 
And in this fituation he remained fiu- fome timie, 
t9i Mr. Williams, one of Mr. Cakraft's cx^u- 
tars, a very refpeftable perfbn, went to iwleem 
him. Captain Meiham's going to Jamaica gave 
ne.the Rioft poignant grief, as I trembled fcr a life 
made doubly precious to ine fi<un lus being a 
friend \s welt as a ton. 

Mr. Woodward w^s bow no longer ablo to con- 
ceal the coRiplaiat under which he hacl fo long 
laboured. In confe^uence of a fall be met with 
at the theatre, it catnt upon biai with fuch force, 
that 
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Ast he mt obliged to call in Mr. Srotn^d. 
But iMtCwithftanding the great fliill of that gen- 
tleman, and hia ificafiant ateeation, there appear- 
ed but liltte hopes of hit acconpUJhiBg a cure^ 

This enment aAor had the year before com- 
promiied his law-fiitt with Mr. Barry. He had 
then taken bonds payable yearly for a term of 
years, at two hundred pounds every March, He 
had fome time before afked me, who I w<nild ad- 
Vife fliould be his executor ; as he kindly informed 
me he propofed leaving me the whole of what he 
poflfeffed, exclufive of the intereft of » fiim of 
money in the funds, which he intended bequeath- 
ijig to his brother for his life, As I had, and 
with reafon, the highefl opinion of the honour 
and integrity of Townly Ward, Efqj 1 immedi- 
ately named him. He accotdingly made the wilU 
And happy had it been for me, had that will fab- 
liAed. I fliouId then have received feme benefit 
from what was bequeathed to me. 

But here again my ufual ill luck attended me. 
Mr. Woodward had deCred Mr. Waxd to get 
Barry's life infnred, as he alfo was in a decline, 
and thought to be in danger; but through th£ 
multiplicity of bufinefs that gentleman was cn- 
gag^ed in, the cletk, who was ordated to procure 
CS the 
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tlie policy, forgbt it. Upon the dtaitfe of Barry, 
Mr. Woodward was difpleafed . at the -omiffion ; 
no coofldering the improbability of any office' 
infuring the life of a perfon, whofe bad ftate of 
health made it fo very precarious. He, however, 
iimnediately appli,e4 to a neighbour, whofe name 
was Comilh, and . requefted that he would be one 
of his executors, and at the fame time to fend his 
attorney to make a frelh will. There were very 
little hopes, when this happened, of his recovery, 
as he had been in the moll excruciating torments 
for four months, and- every day his decay became 
more and more viilble. 

My attention he had every claim to. He con- 
fulted me upon the alteration of his will, which 
gave me the moil fenfible mortification, and de- 
fired me to make choice of fome perfon to be 
executor with Comilh. As I have at all times 
(which I have frequently had occa£,oii to obierve) 
an infuperable objection to difpute about pecu- 
niary affairs, and bis illnefs making me appre- 
benfive that be might take umbrage at my at- 
tempting to contradict him, I thought myfelf 
vbliged to fubmit. I accordingly requeued Wil- 
liam Brom^eld; Ef^; to accept die truft. 

Ihad 
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I bad'ji()t, indeed, any porticiil^jTBa^n to ex- 
fe£t the tomd&ip:. of .tb$t gsntlen^n. He. had: 
Vteoded ifie ^t my mott^i'sWii^^ ,l,^^s x-giflt' 
for:a coDjplaiiitin fljy fii^ger, which it was Se^ed 
would turn to a. momfication. And when I was 
to unfortunate as to refide in Farliainent-ftreet> 
he had loade me a requefl I could not poiEbly 
comply withj another. gentleman of theptofeffioii: 
having every right to. claim the. little intereA I 
had, from the very great attention he had always 
paid me. But notwithflapding this, I imagined 
from his behaviour towards me at the prefeat 
junifture, where I had an opportunity of feeing 
him every day with his dying patient, that I Ihould 
Hkeet in him an indulgent protedor* 
I have always had the higbeft, efteem for Mr., 
firom£eld; and notwithftanding I have been, 
treated with the utmoU inhumanity, from , the 
executors refuting to aft, and leaving roe totally 
in the power of their attorney, I acquit Mr> 
Bromfield; as to my certain knowledge many 
falfehoods have been repeated to him to.poifon 
his mind againft me, by a perfon, in orde^ to 
prevent coming to a regular account. 

I am forry to fay, that many are the inA^nces 

I could give of the inhuman treatment. I have 

received 
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recdv«d open thu ecea&m. fn die firfi i^RTr 
he hirolved what was fcequeuktd to mcby Mr. 
Woodword'ia nro hw-fein> ooewMi tfie br««her 
of my deceafed friend, md riie otlMv witli tl>e 
executor aiid executrix of Mr. Bury, vhom he> 
fned here in England, inftcad of aaplo^'mg Mr. 
BuitOD in Dublxn> who bad the warrmiti to tbe- 
bond left with him, to enter judgment t»t Crow- 
flreet Aeatre, in cafeof noR-payment of the Abla- 
ted rums. Nor is the aceontu he has Tent me by 
any means the-fams as Aat delirered-me by Mr. 
Cornifh, who aAed as executor for a time. He' 
neither gives credit for the monies left in bi» 
hands, nor for what lie has received finee^ 

I mention thefe circumftances, in hopes that 
ibme gentleman of the law, who is pofleffed c^ 
knowledge, joined with humanity, will favour 
me with his affiflance upon this occasion, and 
endeavour to refcue a diftrefled and iH-treated; 
woman out of fuch ttands. That there are gentle- 
men of the taw, who are as confpicaous for their 
probity and philanthropy as for their abilities, 
I am well afliired, notwithffanding my kveee 
ftriftures on one branch of the frefcffian in ai 
former letter. — ^To inch I beg leave So wcom- 
tuend my cafe; and^ £» their perufal, fljall iafere 
a copy , 
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a- copy of Mc WoD(lw;ir<l's will* from which 
they will be able to form a judgment of my.. 
cbims: and I flatter myk% that fome mode of 
redrefi nii|;ht be found out and purfuejU 

To Lord Mans&eld» that great luminary of the 
law, do I lilcewife lo(^ up* And I will mofl hum- 
bly hope^ from hit Lordihip's weU-koewn- love of 
juftice, md hi* humanityi &ia.t the caufe of a ie~ 
prril^ woman wilt not be thought unworthy of 
his attentioa. 

Cofy af Mr. WoODWARD** Wni. 

'* Ih th« name of G01l>, Amen. I Henry 
** Wooiward, of Chapd-ftrtet, Grofvenorrplace, 
(' in ^ paxiifa of St. Geoi^ Haoover-iquare, 
** in the county of MiddJiefex, being of lowid . 
*' mind, memory, and undcvfiandiaj;, do make 
" and pabliih this sty lafi will and t^aiaent, as- 
" foUows : 

*• Firfl, I do order and direi^ that my funera) 
" expences, And my juft debts, be fully paid xcA 
<* f^iBfied ; and the expei^eB of proving thi« my 
« will. 

" Item. I give to WiUtom Bromfield, ££}; oae 

" hundred goineat, and my onyx ring; and to ay 

" neighbour^ 
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**" neighbour, Mr. MafOnCoTftiiH, twenty guineas ■ 
*^or a ring. ■ ! i.. '. ■ ■ i 

*' Item, r give and bequeath td ffljr friend ' 
** George Anne Bellamy, my gold-watch, diam, 
"and feals. And alio my plate, jewels j lihen, 
** and china, and the whfile of the farniture of the ■ 
" houfe in Ch'apel-ftreet afcrefaid. 
' '* Item.. I'give and bequeath' tffiny e*ecm6rs, ■ 
"heremaft'er' named, and the furvilror of Aim, 
*' and the executori and adminiftraters of- the-- 
** furvivor of them, feven hundred pounds in the 
** three per cent, confolidated bank annuities, . 
*< Handing in my name in the books of the Go- 
*' vemor and Company of the Banlc of England, 
" in irufi, t» and f<M:i the.feveral ufes, intents, aaA> 
** puqtofes hereinafter mentioned; that is\to fay, ' 
** in truff, to receive' tJife-intereft, dividends, and ■ 
** produce thereof, and- ply the fame, as it from ' 
" time to time become* due and' payable, unto my ' 
•* brother John Woodward, tallow-chandler, at ■ 
*' Cripplegate, London^ during his natural! life; 
•* and from and immediately after hi> deceafe, in> 
*' irufif to, fell and-difpofe of <the faid.feven huii~- 
" dred pounds three per cent, confolidated bank . 
*' anauities^ and to lay out aiid< iitv«ft the monies 
" ariHng from the fale thereof^ in tbe-puicbafe of. 
" an,,. 
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" an annuity to be fecund in jheir own name, 
♦' aad at their own difcretioii, for and during the? 
«' natural Hfe o( Geot^e AaiK'&tibapj. Add F 
** do hereby dired, and it is my exprefs TWilIj' 
" intent, and defire, diat my {aid executors amf 
*' tmftees, and che fiirvivor of them, do and fliall^ 
" from time to time, receive the faid annuity, as' 
'< the fame ftiaH become <|uarterly due and p»y-' 
<' abl^ and then pay. the. lame peiifonall^ to the* 
** fxid George Anne Beltamy; and that her re- 
•* ceipt alone ftiall, from time to time, be a dif- 
" charge to my executors and truftefl* for the- 
" fame. And it is njy further exprefs will, in- 
" tent, and dito^ion, that the faid annuity fhajl 
'* be for her fote nfe ; and that the money ariling^' 
" therefrom ihall not be liable to the payiiieitt.of' 
« the debts, or. to tiie fale- or a^nment of the- 
« faid George- -Anne Bellamy, or to/thcpaymeat 
** of the debts, power, controul, of aay pei fon fee' 
"may hereafter Auvry. Bat in eafaef'^ the. death" 
" of the faiij -George Anne Beilamy iii the life- ■ 
•< time of my.fhid brother, then in (r^,.from anir- 
*' impiediately,- after b»- death, to.transfer the-' 
*< feveri . hundred pelihds three pir centj-conl^-' 
*< dated annuitites to tuiO) his execpteri, adqiini-" 
*' ftra^orsj aod aJSgns. ■ : - . . ; ' 

"All 
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*'All.tbe refti liMatt imi rraiaindn' of tny 
** (terfonal eftttte -wfaatlbever lor whercfoover, that 
<FIfliaIl beiwfflffed-of at the thne of my deeeafe» 
*.' I do hwohy give and ibequeath unto my exe- 
** «iit<or* hereafut owned in trufii to fell and dif- 
** pofc cf the. fame, with all convenient fpeed, 
*'■ next aAcr my deoeale; and with the i»>nie» 
" txifmg fertn fijch fole thereof, purchafc an an- 
** nuky, to be fbapred in their own nitmei, and at 
" their.own.dilbrstion, for and during tlie natu- 
*< ral lt£t of the faid Geot^e Anne Bellamy. 
'* And I do hereby direA, aftd it is my exprefs 
" will and dtfire, that my (aM execatori, and th« 
".fulrvinin «f them, do and fiiall, from time to* 
'< time* nceire difc Mi ' anjituey^ as tlffi fame 
"ibali&gai time eo time beootne quarterly due 
" and ftefMtit aad then pa; the f^e perfonally 
" to. the fad Geoif & Ame fieUany; and wiwfe- 
" receipt alone fluU, ^m time to tisie, be a 
"difcharge to myesHcatoii and troftecs for the 
" fame. And it ie my ftirtliM' expre£i will, in* 
*'tent, and direSion, that the faid annuity flialt- 
** be for her fole ufe ; and thu the mon^ arifing^ 
*^ dMnfroai ftiall not be liable to any debts, or 
"^Mthe (ih or a%nment ot the fiiid George 
« Ann« Bellamy, or to the payment of debts* 
I «« power, 
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" poorer, or cMitrou]> or Afpofi^ of my perfea 
** Ac may beresfter marry/ 

" And laftly, I do heidrj nemitiat^ a mAi o xtt, 
** and aptwint} the' aJorefaid> WUltam Biomfield,' 
« Elq; and the faid Mafbn Comifh, eiscutors and 
« trnftees of this my willj hereby reveling apd 
*' making void -A\ former willi by me at any time 
" heretofore made, and hereby declaring; this ihy 
'^ laft will and teilament. In witnefs whereof, I 
" the faid Henry WeadHrwd '"""', to this my laft 
*< will and teftament, fet my hand and feal, ttiii 
■< 20th day of January, in the year of our Lord 
" 1777. 

' ^-ftENRY WOODWAajDi 

*' Signed, fealed, publifhed, and declared by 

** the faid Henry Woodward, aa and for hi» 

" laft witT and teftament, in the pteftmce 

■ ' " of us, 

«ANNE PITT. 

"E. WILLET. . 

" No. B9, Wardour-ftreet, Soho." 

Thus have I hid before yoo (I addreft diyfelf 

:%ain to you) the contents of the laft i#Ul And 

teftament of my dear departed friend. Nodiing' 

can be more clearly exprefl^d, or more plainly 

intended for my benefit, than it is.— One would' 

imagine, 

L., Coo^k 



44 TH K a, I F E .• r • 

itnagiDc^ that: it ^k'u n^tito,hBpo4b!le fo coontct^ 
a^ the kind intent of it.*— 'ABd-iy(!ti,-inHn ^)m mpfb ~ 
uaroccmncal^-perveitfioA o£ 1t)(- no.^B&t t>A$^ as 
yet, arifoi ttx UJe^.fitMn- it.'-?-Cdylil ttW' wonhyi 
teftator loi:^ opt..f[Oi)V bis...gtav^> and fee what' 
Aeps have bfca takei^ bis . hone^ h^rt would> 
bound with.iodigndnr pulfatjktAs^-Trliut Lwitlnot- 
anticipUe-die circuo^^ces- . 

, , - , , a A. B^ 
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Jtnu«7 il, V**- 
i HE veiy great Uteotion- 1 paid Mr^Wood^ 
Warddiiririg'.Iiis Utnefs Ri«atl]t:affe&ed-aiy health; 
a$ he ieemed not to be fatisfied with-any other 
perfon'c fa^g near him, or doing uijr thing for 
him,, but th^ fufgeoas and. inyfel& Indeed, hit 
fitaatioQ was fo critical) that had henot.been 
treated! with- the utstiofi care, he could not have 
been retainwt ill this world fo loBg. During the 
feven mwithsof his indirection, I weatintoa; 
bed biit ^ven -nights. The, eve; of; his departure 
Ii,w^s;fp;g.reaB:ly,;indifRO&d, that na^re, wearied 
oatj (^oM fupport Jt,nal9qg^r;-.and I-wa? obliged 
tOjXet(;;e,,^e^vi5^ biin.fo the, care of a gentle- 
woman who was my, intimate,, and .who, as he 
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was ^ry partial to he;, ihalred in giving her. 
\a£llance. ' ' ■' .' 

H^bonthis long and painful' iHiieft' wiA the 
greatefl refignation and fortmide. Thelmoming 
of bis 'destbj' Mt. BKiBi£eld haftened out ,tof :his 
Toomin teari;: forapon his.faying,-**God bVyej 
f Harry !"mydyirig'fri6iid wpliedj'with thpM- 
inoft compofnre, and an affsAing tendefncirs' in 
thie modulation . ef lus voice, <> Fuewel ! I IhaU 
« never fee yomrsioier ■JWhgt* i :»pprpa<;hed the 
b«d to give him hit. iBjs^itie^Jie .regvMled'nde ' 
havdng fufficient.;p6wer|.to .nepay'iny.uiiweariqd 
attention; and: then tiding coe by tberbivul witfa 
£>me a^litioii^fae &i4, "I am going. Lord.haye 
« mercy ypon jne !?* and exptred* 

Tima endodi aciinan,; who was at cniitimjt for 
Eedittide»: bonoori probityi inDCi)lilty> and reUgiiiQ^ 
3S he.was.aUowed great lin'hitt prtffeSon. And 
thojHgh eulogies to his memory ware minece&ryi^ 
his worthy hoA as > an Ja£lor and as a v«ltijd>le 
member ,oE fociety,. beit^ fo w^ knowif^ 'yet-ib 
,bas been often a matter of furprize, to me, tlxati 
among x]je xH^mb^ of h^ friends and of his con- 
temporaries at Merchaot-Taylou -Si;hool, there 
appeared no public tribute to his- merits except 
fome lines opoo. the occaf«»n TTWten by .the r«- 
Twcnii Mr. Madden. - 

Upon 

- C.H,S|C 



^ . TB E L I F* E ..O F 

I -Upan:i)l3'ideBu&^ t ^tite wai^'to 'that grief I 

had endeavoured to fmother during his ltf»'liiiie j 
and wfce4 Imuft'faare been the tsofl mt^j^ateful 
Vomui'htmthln^y afinr the.reptatBd oUigatiaDt 
he h«d cttnfcrmi iqutt mc^ bod I not poU every 
tribiMe to'bis laemoiy. S»etfniiBe- wen my ferr 
ro«ri^ diaJE I was imBieflifitrdif fitixfed with a fvrtr, 
wliidi fbt &me diys centered me ttiJicmfiUe. 

At thts time I was ftiH IndebMd to Lanarnc tbtf' 
jeweHer, whMn I have- alrsd^mafciamd. His 
lbn>-iti-Ia« SdlomoB being^hii heir,'iipcn hearing 
«f the legaay Mf.. WMdward had jaBb leb me, 
appIieA^fe aD>attdm«y to pMoVw' thedeVt. Tfll» 
MtMiwy, hy ipethois whicfc X find were; not Ml 
that time uncomnan, pr^MuCed tb« fnit, with- 
Mt My hii»n4i)ga»y.thing,of nhcdMnmeiMmieiit 
•Ik taih«hddifB«d'auTanxM|thw»y i^;wiHflBie- 
. }fe-decW>e4 thai hv'hod.WTOte ^tO' in»ta(d*fa;faMt 
^ (b^, kit as- Z M««r i>eceiwb& tb» kner, t 
ettuid net'anhvbritr and J . es^erienCeil^^HM the- 
occdi^nii'the iteft criRd wid 'idmoft ui^ntce-^ 
dmce^tveotmeiitv .!'':-.'■;..-. 

•As Ibort as'I inw able' to" fct' m&rii, 1 was 
sailed f6'g» intethe cout^y, it b«ing' tboq^t 
imprt^CK for me to *et«Ffi to my awa heufe (in 
which I ha*- a- family of diffinftion,) till my 
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offun were lettlod. Accvrdtbglf « tbc upbolftenr 
wlw oecsfumally lat aj hoHfar' and «)k) wai tbf 
gentlfinan 4ir«^r of the gujenl-Qf my mwthjr 
fricaAt wai deputed t« get bh Aiodgtog. He 
6iod vjpon ene at Noi'3, WftJk^HilM^ liOB^th, 
t« whkK j^ac« I Ewn^ve^. 

When the miAreff of the haak ifirA £iw ffic, 
file apprdiendcd I wai .jcnt tbefe [to liib Thil 
apprebchCon',' : and Ibifie othev porfoooL Bta£ms-> 
node hor "vsfy nastfy. at ^tuy. bning^a: JoiJgtBg 
in ber b^bitatim;; fstthmlgk I had aetnr tptJdem 
to nay Cmt faoj^s till I viawred bm kouft^ l via 
well acgoaiiittd stiA hat by fij^ic^ and. iinew> twt 
connexions. This occ^oned d9>^bt$> whjch 
afterw^tds, proved, H^ih oaf^.. .&tf Jbw cliiirf fear 
was, that I Arotild dSeiiiiAw her rooPj «^»*hlth, 
indeed, there appealed, to .ha the fiteate^ prota ■ 
bility. Soi nnch. alaAnad >Mu flwab .tfau:e]l|ieiA- 
ation, that /he declared. ihe cpuld peyer A^y jj) 
the houfe 'after fuch an event Had happened. 

How wwjt muft be, the mvnd.^M.^iH^ef 
fuch tinoioqs ^ppreheiiiitM)S.!piW|»atji8 t^ef.e,iJl 
thy^peanincej.oh Death! !?^}^caa. oarry tpiwr 
with it to.a con&derate bei^g,v'^^JmO]?frthojipLari 
the inevitable attendant on mortality ; and we 
each of'ubaccCmfibde, tbat'dwtt Mvifl Conw-time 
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or Other be owfure victor, and yet we Ihidioulif 
avoid every'thoiight relatiw to theci-^TIiy very 
Dame -ratfes'-diiTagreeable ideas; %tit the fight of 
thee rnikea the geh^Mity of maokifld ' ihudder. 
•— D^th ii hideed armed irith ^«rrt>ts', ~4hen he 
feizes upon his prey in an unprepared ^ate*, 
** UnhOufel'd, unanbinted, nnanneaf d, no reckon- 
^* irig made,.. but font to their account -with all 
** their unpeHe^ions on their head." ■ Then, in- 
dec<^ .js.-llii^proach alarming; ;But to thoie 
wbo fodeavour by a life of virtue- and finjy to 
ebtaih die &voiu: of the great Jvige of tht world, 
he'will undoubtedly prove a bsrtaiitftclie^ irotii 

^ The whip* and ftomi of time ; 
■'■ « TV •pprdlbr^ vrMng-; tbd ^nmd man's eiintainel^i 
. ' « T>e>M^~ of deTpit'd low ) the l^w^* dcbqTt j - ., 

" The intblcuce ef office ; and tl)e Tpunu 
' •> Tliaf^atientiiieritiJfth' unworthy taket; ' ' 
-i''*' imAalltheuatnrldlhocki thatfta&hbdrtof.". ./ 

Mr; Bromfidd, and his'brother the apothecary^- 
vho attended'me, and to whom I take this oppor- 
tuaiiy'bf ferorniug riiy' thanks for their care and 
attention, caiiie tovifit melikewife at WaTcot- 
JlaC^i ' Tlley'^afflit'eil the gentlewoman of the 
houfe, that fh^ne^dbe under no apprehenfions 

• :Hw>ltt, A«>JU ScomS. f OmLAam. Scenii. 

■ ■ relative 
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relative to the payment of my lodgings or any in- 
cidental expences, as there was money enough. 

However, till my afiairs were totally fettled^ 
it was.thought advileable that I flionU not make 
nfe of my own name. The firft that ftruck me» 
was that of Weft, and which I accordingly 
adopted. I had, indeed, at that time no r^;ht to 
the name of Weft; not only upon account of the 
legal feparation which had taken place between 
the perfon to whom it had once belonged and my- 
fclf, Ubt likewife from Mr. Digges's having for- 
feited every pretence to the appellation, by having; 
once more engaged at the Hay-market Theatrey 
under the aufpices of Mr. Coleman. Contrary^ 
as you remember,, lo the condition, on whicb 
he was exprefsly parmitted to aftame it. 

When I took poSeflion of my new lodgingj^ 
I found myfelf without money. Havin'g been 
apprehenfive of diftwrbing the mind of mylnta 
worthy friend, as he approached the cfon fines of 
eternity, I had forborne to aik for any for fom© 
time paft. NotwithftandingJ knew that he had 
a capital fum in the hands of MeiT. Drummoads^ 
the bankers ; that ihera was- money, due to' him 
from Covent Garden. TTheatreii Aat Mr. Footed 
was confiderably indebted >to hiip ; aftd that Ge-^ 
"Vol, V. D neral 
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neral Calcraft owed htm four hundred pounds, 
which I had prevailed upon Mr. Woodward to 
lend him; y-et I rather diofe to borrow money 
to fee the only one of the faculty that attended 
him who would acc^ of tribute, than trouble 
him at that awful juncture. 

Upon this occaGon, the celebrated Dr. Fother- 
gill, having heard of my diftrefifed fituation, vo- 
luntarily lent me a hundred pounds. What 
greatly enhanced the obligation was, my not be- 
ing even perfonally known to him. Indued by 
humanity, for which the DoSn- was ai difiinguifli- 
ed as for his eminent fkill (n bis profefEon ; and 
having in his youth been act^uainted with fome 
of my relations by my mother's fide, who were 
■of his own fe£l; as well as from the charader 
he, had heard of me from my former lively inti- 
mate the Goddelj of Nonfenfe, but now Mary 
Wordley, a teacher and a praacher among the qua- 
kers ; he moft gencroufly fent me the money by 
a gentleman who. Jived in TJieobald's-road, by 
profeffion an apothecary, but whofe name I have 
forgot. ' ' 

This debt, as it was attended with fuch proofs of 

liberality, I was the mofl ^xious to pay of any 

I owed. I had given 'it the time, a boad for the' 

:^ j_ money. 
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moDcy, and witK it a judgment ; but the DoSoi- 
bad two much generofity to think of entering it 
up. I had formerly borrowed a fum from Mr. 
Woodward, for which the upholfterer, who occa- 
fionally let my houfe, drew up, by way of fecu- 
rlty, an aflignment of my furniture. But foon 
after his firft illnefs, that worthy man delivered 
me up the paper containing the aJEgnment, aa a 
prefcnt upon his birth-day, Confequently, Doc- 
tor Fothergill was the only perfon who bad any 
claim upon roy property in Brewer-ftreet, 

It was irot long liefore Solomon's ruffians took 
poSelfion of the habitation which belonged to ray 
late refpefted friend. Terrified aimed to mad- 
nefs when I received the account, and doubly 
anxious to pay Do6tor Fothergill, whofe confi- 
dence claimed a preference to any other creditor ; 
and at the fame time to clear myfelf of the out- 
lawry, the very name of .which ihocked me 
beyond defcription ; I gave a power to difpofe of 
the whole of my furniture both in Brewer- 
ftreet and Chapel-ftreet, in order to exonerate 
me from thofe two debts. After this was done, 
there was fome balance arifing from the faJe, but 
it was not very conCderable ; for as it happened 
to be the dead part of fummcr when the goods 
Da were 
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w^e difp<^0d of, and moll of the genteel people 

out of town, they were fold to manifeft difad-^ 

, Tantage. 
■ During the firft year after the deceafe t)f Mr, 
Woodward, I received at diffisrent times from Mr; 
Cornifli fifiy-n'iM pounds, which was all I *vef 
henefited by the kind intentions of my deceafed 
friend; and even part of that was the produce 
of my own efie<fls. This comparatively fmall 
fum I was obliged to fce fatisfied with, notwith- 
Aanding the money at Meflrs. Dnimmond's wai 
immediately called in, as Well as all the other 
monies which were due tolum, to the amount of 
ftventeen or eighteen hundred pounds. Not 
were the debts of Mr. Woodward paid immediately, 
according to the letter of the will ; it was at Jeaft 

- a year and a quarter after his deceafe before they 
were fettled, Mrs. Cmwford has likewife been 
left in quiet poifcffion (rf Crow-ftreet Theatre^ 
without a Ihilling being paid of the ftipulated 
two hdndred poundsayear; -though by a proper 
mode of procedure, the regular payment of it 
might have been enforced. 

Thus by the rcfufal of the eitecutors to comply 

with their deceafed friend's dying requftft, and 

the ftrange conduft of Mr. Willet the attorney, 

.♦ have 
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. have I been driven to, dil^refles^ even grexter thwi 
thore which are felt by a mendicant in the flreet. 
And this, notwithftanding I might have beeil 
furnilhed with a comfort^le labfiAence by the 
enjoyment of that property I had a right tqex- 
fe£i., B)it I refer, you to what X h^ve already laid 
upon the fubjetS^. ^ 

The firft year after Mf. Woodward's deceafe, I 
was tolerably ejfy; fuppofing that, at the ufual 
time, the executors would fettle the affair^. In 

' tteu of which, through the inftigations of the at- 
torney, whofe views need no elucidating, they 
commenced a fuit, without rhyme or reafon, ax 
the faying is, againft Mr. Woodward's brotheu 
Among the papers of the deceafed, they found x 
bond and-note of his, which from having been given 
long ago, had many years intereft upon it, It 
amounted, together, to a fum that would nearly 
fwaliow up the legacy left him. 

I am well afliired, from, the knowledge I have 
of my friend's humane difpofition, and great diflike 
to every fpecies of duplicity, that the bond was 
never intended to be put In force ; and ■ Mr. 
Cornifh fo far coincided with me in opinion^ 
that lie promifed me it Ihould ie given up ; but 
this was over-ruled by the . perlbn, who fbrefaw 
D 3 the 
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the advantages that 'would arife from a Iaw-fiiit.» 
I apprehended the reafon of the bond's being Jtept 
by Mr. Woodward was, to prevent, in cafe of hii 
brother's death, his wife or heirs from being be- 
nefited; for hife brother had married a perfon 
whom he much diHrked. And . fo greatly had his 
marriage otFended him, that it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty I could prevail wpon him ever to - 
fee or fpeak to him. 

It certainly touid notbe meant, as the will was 
fd recently made, that the legacy flionld be only 
a nominal one, at It would have been, had To large 
X fum been deduced out of it. Mr. Woodward 
was above fach duplicity and vain ollentarion. 
And I mull add, that I cannot help thinkings 
though I am not converfant in the law, that -as 
1 was the only legatee, and who alone could be in- 
jured by it, my defire of giving up the bond and 
note, would have been a fufficient inducement for 
the executors to confent to it, and a fufficient 
authority for their doing it. But this, mode of 
fettling it, would not have been fo advantageous 
to Mr Willet. The fweets of a fuit of. law 
would have been nipped in the bud; and be 
could have found no excufe to prevent his rg~ 
funding ; a term which grates upon the eat of 
moft of the gentlemen of his profeffion. 

I lived 

^ C(K.^k " 
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1 lived a year and a quarter at Walcot -Place, 
in the lodging that had been provided for me, 
and a very expenfive one it was, exclufive of 
my man and maid-fervant. To fupport this, 
I borrowed m<Miey upon my plate, and difpofed 
oi the few jewels I had left. As I had long fe- 
cluded myfelf from the world, the only acquaint- 
ance I kept ap, was one female intimate, who re- 
fidcd in town, and the family where I lodged. 

Thus flep by ftep, with more or lefs celerity, 
according as circumftances. vary, do thofe, who 
by their own impnidence, the villainy of others, 
or the wanton attacks of fortune, are driven from 
the elevated brow of profperity, defcend into the 
Tale of ad verfity.— Steep and llippery is the road; 
and feldom, very feldom, are priftine heights to 
be recovered. An4 the uncertainty of when we 
have reached the bottom, adds to the horror of 
the defcem. 

G. A. B, 
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LETTER, 



Januuy ig, 17-- 

JVl Y youngeft fon now came from France 
upon his being of age; and my eldeil fon got 
leave of abfeiice, in order to return to Eng- 
land upon the fame occaGoii. When they metj 
and took into confidcration the fettlement of fome 
jof the debts they were mutually engaged for, an 
unhappy difagreement arofe between them. Their 
difpute on the fubjedt rofe to fuch a height^ 
that a duel was nearly the confequence ; and n<y 
thing but my tears and entreaties could lave pre- 
yented it. What a dreadful {Ituation for a mo- 
ther, who doated upon her fons, and whofe hap- 
.pinefs could alone afford her any confolation. 
'. Will you pardon me (yet why do I alk th« 
quefiion? I know you will) if I repeat, a few line? 
from a part I bave often performed, and when I 
performed have moft fufceptihlyy<;/( ? But never 
do I recollect, that they ftruck me with greater 
force than on the prefent occafion. They are 
part of the wailings of Conflancc, when flie la- 
ments-rthe lofs of her beloved;' fon. For the whole 
of the beautiful and affefting fcenes, I refer you 
to the piece. And not much fliort of her's 
would 

- C.H,S|C 



Cr. A. ? E L I. A U r. fif 

^ould [)ave been my grief, had I been robbed of 
either of my fons by this unnatural conteft. J 
then fliould have faid with her *, 

■' Grief Ml the room op of my afafcnt child { 
'■ Lies In hii bed ; mlks up lod down with me^ 
<■ Puts onhlspleaTingkAki; repeals hiiwordsj 
" Remembers me of all hii gracioaj parts j 
•' Stuffs out his vacant gannenia with his fonn t 
" Then have I reaTon [o be land of grief." 

In a fliort time after his arrival in England, my 
youngeft fon unfortunately fell into the hands of 
harpers, and loft very large fums at play. It 
therefore became neceflary tliat he Jhould go 
abroad. He accordingly, thro' the intereft of 4 
ifriend, got a commiflion in the fervice of the 
Eall India Company at Bengal. As I was every 
hour in expectation of having my affairs fettled, 
and being put in polTeffion of what Mr. Wood- 
Ward had left me, and as Captain Metbam fuppHed 
me with what money I wanted for theprelent, I 
liad no occaAon to Iblicit any affiftonce from hin» 
at that time. 

• Captain Metham, during his fiay here, con- 
%rai5ted a friendihip with a brotlier officer, a man 
diffipated in the extreme. They lent each other 
their names; and as. this gentleman was pol&iTed 
D 5, of 
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of an eftate, though it was greatly involved, it was 
not difficult to raife money upon their joint Tecu- 
rity. But, as is frequently the cafe in thefe 
negociations, they feldom got more than forty 
pounds in calh for therr notes of an hundred. 
The confequeoce of this manner of going on was, 
that my fon fo9n found himfelf greatly entangl£d, 
and obliged to return to Jamaica. 

Juft before he went, a beautiful young creature 
cdlled upon me with a letter from him; which, 
as affording the miftrefs of my fon protection, 
might appear to you and the world, ai> if 1 counr 
tenanced his illicit conne<fHons, and draw on me 
ia additional load of cenfure, I fhall tranfcribe 
verbatim. 

** My Dear Madam, 
•'LET my fituaiion plead ray excufe for 
" this. It is to introduce to you a young wo- 
** man, whofe greaieft: fault is an attachment ta 
'* your fon. I have no refource left, but to rely 
■*' >upon my father's generofity ; a faint but only 
•' hope. But though 1 cannot count upon his 
** proteiSion, I can on year's ; who are too good, 
•* and have too much fenfe to be offended, when 
" I tell 'you, that at this ttmejht is tntithd ta mj 
? re^rdu 

"My 

- C(K.^k 
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« My circuoiftances are fudi, that I couli 
*• not even call on you before I go ; but I hope a 
" few years will amply compenlate £6r the mif- 
** fortunes of this ; and that we may both live, till 
" I hare proved in nutnbeilels inllanccs, witb 
" what truth I am . ; 

" Your moft affe^ionaCe and dutiful fon, 

<■' George Montgomery Metham." 
IrflDdon, Dec. 21, I77S> 
My binb-daj. 

My circumflances at this lime were not In tha 
moft flourifliing ftate, but in conlTderation of 
my fon's requeft, and the young, perfon's litu*- 
tion, I promifed to allow her a weekly pittance, 
as long as I could alForJ to dp fo. This, howr 
ever, ic was not in my power to do but for a 
few weeks. 

At the expiration of the time ufually limited 
for executors, to fettle the aifairs entrufted to 
their care, a truft of the moft facred and im- 
portant nature, I waited on Mr Woodward's exe- 
cutors to know what had been done^ When, tO' 
my inexpreffible aftoniftiment, I was infonneJ, 
that there was no money for me, nor the leaft 
room for me to expert any. They added, that 
D.4 Iinuft 
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I muft apply to Mr. WiUet, their attorney;' a? 
Ihey were determined to be guided wholly by 
him, and being refolved not to a.&. themrelves^ 
they had given their power up to him. 
' Having met with this unexpeded rebuff, I 
prevailed upon a friend of Mr. Woodward's to 
call on Mr. Bromfield, but he would not hear 
what he had to fay. I wrote repeatedly to him 
with as little effeft, my letters being referred to 
Mr. Willet. At length driven by diftrefs, I 
called at the houfe of the latter, where I was 
treated with an infolence I never before experi- 
enced. 

He informed me, that he had proceeded agaiilft 
'Mr. Crawford till he had got execution againft 
him. And upon my reprefenting that the war- 
rants to the bonds were in the hands of Mr. Bur- 
Ion of Dublin, he infolently replied, that indeed 
he would not crofs the herring-pond. Upon 
my asking him when he thought I might expert 
any advantage, he told me, I had nothing to ex- 
^e£i ; that the executors had as good a right as 
myfelf to the effe£ts, if there were any ; as X 
ihould fquander it all away, fuppofing any advan- 
tages were to arife to me. 

It was in vain for me to rembnftfate With 'a 

perfon who could have" the effrontery to tell/me 

this. 

- C.H,S|C 
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this. What wac to be dene - 1 luMW BOt. Mr. 
Cornifli by tbic time lud retired, from hn&oeCt 
into the CQnntry ; and Mr.. Bromfield ftill pef 
fifted iQ not lillening either to perfimal applica- 
tions or letters ; or, if he did^ I received the nfual 
reference to one from whom I bad nothing to 
expe<S. 

Thus were roy hopes from ^is qnarter> from 
which I had the rnofl rational groundi of expefla- 
tion, according to my utaai ill fortune fniflrated ; 
and that, like many of the former, not through 
any mifconduA of my own. This confideratioQ 
affords me great comfort amidft my diftrelle*, 
and gives me room to hope, that the application 
I made in my laA letter to the gentlemen of tlie 
•law, will not prove inedeiflual, but procure me 
from among them iome humane and powerfiil 
protefior. 

Finding my diflrdles through this difappoint- 
ment become ferious, I difcharged my man fei^ 
■vant ; which I did with relu*ftance» as he was 
"Very faithful, and had lived with me a con^ 
fiderabte time. I likewife gave up the apartments 
I occupied at firft, and went into an upp^ room 
in the fame houfe, as I was unable to pay what 
"was already due. ■ ■ 

My 
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My fon Metham had promifed to fend me mo- 
ney from Jamaica, but I could not expefl; to re- 
ceh'e 'a for fome time. I found myfelf greatly 
diftrsffed, as I had borrowed money from Mr. 
Woodward's brother, with the fure expe£tatioa 
of being able to repay it at the expiration of the 
year. The faithful girl who attended me would 
^ot^ leave me, and rather chofe to fliare my dif- 
■trefs. BeftJes all tliefe dif^reeable circumftances, 
I had contracted a debt at a fliop in the neighs- 
bourhpod, that -fupplied me With every necellary 
except bread and meat. I had given a note for 
the fum, which was now become due, -and for 
which I was threatened with confinement. Ihis 
was a double diftrefs to us, aS it deprived us of 
the greateft part of our fuhfiftence, and reduced 
us to the utmoft extremity of want. 

I had now parted with every thing I could raife 
a ftiilling uptm ; and poverty, with all her horrid 
train of evils, ftared me in the face. In this 
dreadfal-.fituation, worn out with calamity, and 
terrified with the gloomy profpeft which prefent- 
ed itfelf to my view, I endeavoured to perfuade 
niyfelf that fuicide could not be a crime. I had 
»o perfon to look up to. Every body to whom 
1 was united by the ties of blood, were abroad. 
Sis 
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Sir Qeorge Mctham haA prefented me wiiJl a 
temporary relief; but he, as weU as all the nobU 
bility, were out c^ town. Not being pofleflcd 
(as I thought) of a {billing, nor the expetSlation 
cf getting one ; opprefled by debt ; without th« 
common neceflaries of life; an ufelefs member o£ 
fociety; and the poor girt who had kindly invol- 
ved herfelf in 'my dtilrefs, being an aggravation 
©fit; I taught myfelf to believe, that it would 
be a meritorious action to free myfelf from being, 
any longer, the burthen I was to the world and 
to myfelf. I accordingly formed the refolution 
to put an end to my exifteDcc, by throwing my*- 
felf into the river Thames. 

Unhappily in this moment of defpaFr, every 
fpark of that virtuous confidence !n heaven, fo 
forcibly recommended in the following lines, was. 
extinguiflied in my bofom*. 

« Tbo" plung'd in ills, and exercisM in cire^ ■ 

■■ Yk never lel the noble mind defpair j 

« When preft'd by dtngeri.SBdbefet with ibesj 

■< The toil* ''lE''' t>"^''y '"Ccour inlerpolcj 

•• And when our virtue finks, o'erwheim'd i^ith gri*(; 

" By un&rafpen expedients bring relieE." 

Infpired by the black ideas which had got pof- 

feiCon of my mind, I one night left the houfe Be- 

iweeo 

• naupe- ■ ' 

L., Co.wk 
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tween nine anA ten o'clock. At there wiB a ioot 
which led from the garid«i into the road, I went 
unperceived ; for I had- not refolution to fpeak to 
taj faithful attendant, whofe anxjouseye might 
have difcovered the direful purpofe of my heart 
impreflcd upon my countenance. 
, Having effetSled, utiobfervetl, my elopetnent^ 
2 wandered about the road and fields, till the 
clock was on the point of ftriking eleven, and 
then made my way towards Weft mi nfter-b ridge. 
f. continued, to rove about tJil that hour, as there- 
.was theg a probability that I ihould not be in- 
terrupted by any paflengers from carrying my 
■defperate defigo into execution. Indeed, I was 
^ot without hopes of meeting in St. Geoige's 
(fields with fomc Freebooters, who would have 
prevented the deed of defperation I was about ta 
perpetrate, by taking a life I was weary of. Nor 
wouldthis have been an improbable expeiflation, 
bnd I met with any ofthofe lawlefs jplunderers, 
that oftentimes frequent thofe parts ; for their dif- 
appointmtnt from finding me pennylefs, might 
tave excited them to murder me. Aconfumma- 
tion I then devoutly wiftied. 
J Having reached the Bridge, I defcended the 
Heps of the landin^^pjace, with a fad and folemn 
pacci 

- C.H,sk 
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{lace, and fat me down on the loweft ilair, im- 
patiently waiting for the tide to cover me. My 
defperation, though refblute, was not of that 
violent kind as to urge me to take the fatal 
plunge. As I fat, I fervently recommended my 
fpirit to that Being I was going to offend in fo 
unwarrantable a manner, by not bearing patiently 
the affliftion he was pleafed I fhould fuiler. I 
even dared to harbour the thought, that a divine 
impulfe had given rife to the idea ; as if " the 
" Everlafting had not fixed his canon 'gainft felf- 
<* daughter I" 

The moon beamed faintly through the cloudy 
and gave juft light enough to diftinguilh any 
paHenger who might crofs the bridge ; but as I 
was in mourning, there was not any great proba* 
iulity of my being difcernad and interrupted. I 
4iad taken off my bormet and apron, and laid them 
be&ie me upon the flairs ; and leaning my head 
upon my hands, remained lofl inr thought, and 
almoll ftupifisd by fbrrow and the reflections 
which crowded upon my mind> 
- Here paofe a . moment^ and admire with me 
■the flrange viclffitudes of life. Behold your once 
lively friend, reduced from the enjoyment rfeafa^ 
affluence, efteem, and reaown in her profefEon> 
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to the moft derperate ftate that human wretch^ 
ednefs will admit of — a prey to penury, grief, 
contumely and defpair — ftanding tiptoe on the 
verge of this world, and impiouHy dating to 
rufh, unbidden, into the prefence of her Creator — ■ 
I Jbudder at the recoUeftion — Let me draw a veil 
acrol's it, and proceed. 

In the penfive pofture jgft defcribed, did I fit 
for fome minutes, watching the gently fwetling 
tide, and blaming its tardy approach. When it 
pleafed <• the uofeen Power (to cxprefs myfelf in 
" the words of Thomfon) that rules the illimit- 
« able world, that guides its motions, from the 
*' brighteft fiar, to the feaft duil of this fia- 
*' tainted mould," to interfere and fnatch me from 
deftru£t:ion. 

I was fuddenly roufed from my awful reverir^ 
"by the voice of a woman at fome dillance, ad- 
dreffing her child ; as Appeared from what follow- 
ed, for they were neither of them vifiblci Ibj» 
foft plaintive tone flie faid, " How, my dear, can 
*' you cry for bread. When you kncrw I have not 
*' even a mttrfel to carry your dying father T* 
She then :exclaiined, in all the bitternefs of woey 
*' My God ! my God ! what wretchedneis can 
" compare to . inioe \ But thy almighty viUl be 

Thfr 
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The concluding words of the womm's pathetic 
exclamation communicated inftantaneoufly, like 
the ele£tric fpark, to my defponding heart. I felt 
the full force of the divine admonition ; and ftnick 
with horror at the crime I had intentionally 
committed, I burA into tears ; repeating in a fmcere 
^aculation, the pious fentence ihe had uttered, 
*' thy ahtighiy v/i/l Se done ■'" 

As I put my hand into my pocket, to taketmt 
my handkerchief in order to dry my tears, I felt 
fome halfpence there which I did not know I was 
polTeiled of. And now my native humanity, which 
had been depreffed, as well as every other good 
propensity, by defpair, found means to refume itf 
power in: my mind. Impelled by its pleating in- 
fluence, I haftity run up the fieps, and having 
difcovered my hitherto invifible mbnitrefs, gave 
them to her. I received in return a thoufand blef- 
iings ; to which I rather thought ftie had a right 
from me, for having been the means of obfirufling 
my dire intents, 

I now returned to the place where the impious 
fcene was to have been adted, and (lumbly adored 
that Being, who had by fuch an eventual circum- 
flance countera£ted it ; and for the firft and laft 
Ume in my life> felt a feniation of tu[4)ineft from 
finding 
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inding there Trcre perfons in the world more 
wretched than myfelf. I dare fey my much refpefl- 
«d * Thompfon's defcription, of the miferies of 
human life, will here occur to your recolIetSion^ 
93 they do to mine on a review of the incident, 

" At littledo (he gay, licentious, proud, 
*■ Whom pkafure, power, atfluencefurroiin<t; 
" Tbey vho (heir thougbllefs hoursin giddymirthi 
•' And wanton often eniel, riot wafte ; 
« Ah Utile (hink they, while they dance itangt 
" How many feel, this very moment, death 
" And all the Tad Tariely of pain i 
. " How many fink in the devouring flood, 
« Or nmre devouring fiame i how many bleed 
" By Ihameful variance betwixt man and man t 
« How maoy pine la want, anddungooni gfoomtt 
*' Shot from the conimrai air, and common ule 
« Of their own limbs i how many drink (he cop 
•' Of baleful gritf, or eat the hitter bread of mifeiy.'^-— 

1 am apprehenfivce I ihall tire you with this me- 
lancholy account of the eittreme of defpair, into 
which your poor fallen friend was thus plunged. 
And yet I. Batter myfe!f, that an event fo intereft- 
jngto me, will not be conf.dered as uninterefting 
to you. I will, however, think about bringing it 

• ThomTon'i Wiiiiw-, lAae ja*. 
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tt> a cbnclulion, and whh if CMiclude this pfy^r-* 
tionably long letter. 

Whilft I compared my own fituation ■with that 
«f the poor woman, whofe ftarving child and dying 
hufband occafioned her to vent fo pungently het 
grief, I received great fatis&<^ion from conlidering^ 
that all thofe who were dear to me, a» wdl fixjra 
affeAion as the ties of blood, were in pro- 
^lerous circumftanccs. I had no one to care 
for, but the poor girl whofe affe<5l ion kept her with 
me, and whom I regarded as my child. Having 
therefore adored the great Source of Good, for 
my recent deliverance from the fatal effefts of mjc 
defpondenCy, I prayed that he would pardon th^ 
atrocious attempt; and concluded my petition} witK 
begging that he would grafit me power to affift 
her, and make her futirre days more comfortable- 
Having done this, I remounted the Aeps, and 
found my mind ineXjireffibly relieved. - The glootri 
■which had fo lately' overwhelmed it, was iri art 
inftant cleared away, and'a tranquillity I liad long 
been a Granger to, fucceeded it. Such a fuddeii 
jranfition From the blackcft defpair to peace and 
hope, T Was well aflured ccfuld only have been 
cffedled by fome invifible bgent ; for I hevcrfelt 
■fuch 
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fuch a ray of comfort dtffufe itfelf through my 
heart, Cnce thofe bleiled days of mcoccnce I fpent 
in my church-regreted convent. " It came o'er 
*( my mind," (as the immortal bard * defcribes the 
power of mulic) " like the fweet South, that 
breathes upon a bank of violets, ftealing and giv- 
ing odour." 

G. A. B. 
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XlAVING offered up my adorations to Heaven> 
with a fervour I had Icarcely ever experienced be- 
fore, I returned home. When I got in, I found 
my poor Sally crying as if her heart would break) 
left feme mrsfortune had happened to me. The 
faithful girl was, however, foon reftored to quiet, 
by obferving the gloom, which had.lately been fo 
apparent in my looks difpelled, and tranquillity 
feemingly reilored to my diftra^ed bofoitv She 
informed me, that during my abf^nce, her lifter 
had called upon her, and had lent her two fhil- 
{ings. With this ihe had been out, and bought 

• Twelfth Night, Afl I. Scene i. , 

fomething 
4 
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fomethmg flie thou^t I Qiould like for fupper, 
andifome tea and fugar for the morning. 

Whsn jfuf^er vras got ready, we fat do.wn toge- 
ther to our repaft, with thankful hearts; for fhe was 
become more a huniUe friend than a fervant ; and 
i cannot remember, eyen in the moft elevated fitu- 
ation I was ever in, and wh«i my table wat fpread 
with dainties, that I made a more pleaftng meal. 
The goodneffi of the poor girl's heart Was fo evident 
in her waiting' patiently for my return, to partake 
of what flie had provided, notwitbftanding Ihe had 
been long fafting ; and gave me fuch an, uncontro- 
vertible proof of her affet^ion, that it greatly added 
to my f«gard forherj and th«i I refolved, if I wa; 
ever bleft with power, amply to return it. 

So Interefted and lukewarm is the fervice of dor 
meiUcs, in general, to their maimers and mlArelTes^ 
that when their attendance appears 19 be tinctured 
with regard as well as duty, they claim every in- 
dulgence their flation will admit of, and become 
invaluable. To Jhew my approbation of the con- 
fiderate girl's attention, I gaye her leave to pafs the 
foJLowii^ day with her After, who had called to in- 
vite her; and I was not dlfpleafed at her having 
fuch an ppporlunity of regaling herlelf, as no part 
of the fupply Ihe had furnilhed me with remained 
but the tea and fugar. 

As 
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. At I fat ruminating, after flic wat gone, up*il 
mj late intended r&flmels, I heard a gentle tap at 
tbe door. Since I had removed to the Attic floiy, 
I had, through a falfe [ffide, avoided feeing any of 
thofewho had known me inabetter.fituaticHi; my 
furprize therefore was very great, at baholdiag 
Madam Knidnar enter ; and more particalarlT foj 
Bs a difference fublifted at that time between a rela' 
tion of her's and myfelf. This lady ii Ae widov 
of a Polifti baron, a moft agreeable generous wo- 
man, and polTelTed of the moft liberal fentiiBeats. ' 
She had accidentally heard of my dfftrefs, and 
taken the firft opportnnity to come and relieve 
kne. She gently chid me for concealing my fituJ- 
ation from tny acquaintance, as my being reduced 
to my prefent extremity, did not proceed from my 
own miftonduft, hut was occafioncd in a great 
meafure by the barbarity of the lawyer, who hai 
wantonly expended my property in UnneceJTary 
fuits of law. She obferved, upon my relating to 
lier my fituation, that the debts I had contradled, 
were in confequence of the fuppofition, that I 
Ihou'ld be poflefled of an income more than ade- 
quate to my expences. ■' ' 
" ' As it was Snnday when Madam Knidnat' cilJed 
^6n me, and my maid was gone out,- itwas'iiA-' 
prafltcahle 
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prafticable for me to get any other refrefliment 
for her than the tea which I fortnnatelj had by 
me ; and \rith this I entertained my benevolent 
patronefs. 

Being much indifpofed from the vexation and 
anxiety I had undergone, I now lay longer in bed 
than I ufually had done. The houfewas remark- 
ably quiet, there being no other lodgers in it. Mr. 
Willets, the perfon to whom it belonged, was 
always in the garden when at home; and his 
fponfe was generally abroad, in a great meafure, 
I believe to be out of the way,' that flie might 
avoid feeing mifery, which flie had nether the 
p»wer nor the inclination to relieve. 

This was the ftate of the houfe where I lodged. 
When, two or three days after, the fair vifitant, 
I have given you an account of, had honoured me 
with her company, I heard, in the morning, re- 
peated knockings at the door. Upon enquiring 
into the caule of fuch unufal noife, I ' found 
that it proceeded from a number o£ perfons 
who were fent to affift me; but having carefully 
fecreted myfelf, as I have already informed you, 
from the world, Unce adverGty had been my por- 
tion, {could by no means account for tbefe bene- 
bcnefailions. 

Tot. ▼'. . E Among 
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AvWDg. ottM^ Mr. Uatsjs^jd ins tliei h«»»ir 
Vi cnll upon^ioe^ He^ViotUy ept^wred* why IhaJl 
Hjpt AC()tiHnt^ xhs inaoii^ers q£, .Csveot Gai:<l.ea 
with my diftrefs; and prefenting me with fi.ve 
{wp^a^f, deficfij., t wouJd plats th*t.uifl« to.the 
Koowi^i wtncb I. t0o]Fas,a,§£nted waj^jof mak- 
iqg i^e A Kw(«nt qf. ir« I.tanft taffnm you* that; 
Ian ivlt)kw4' ti»tlK;a)an9£^a,pf.CpveatQai:(}ea 
thwt** iR- tiwty;, «. fine witiiftj faimdsi inir 
^ Ms- HapritHWWty-- 

the ^Mn* iliy t Teoeived.a.ifUJt jfrpiq a fenjal^ 
fiw wiaqv I h^ve a very, {(rent reg^krst. This..wat, ' 
Mf6. WlutfiqUJ, the tUu^er.pf Nurfe Carter, 
whom I hare alccady reeattoneil.^-iliy, drefler for 
foGae )ie»rs. She came with, a d«patatwn ftom 
Mr. HuU aad . Mi. . MafetockSk. offering thwr: 
joijot endoavpttrs, ta.raUi^a,fiun» >u order ;o extri-; 
cate i»e feora, tin debts which, opprefled.. n»e. I 
ne«daoit. fay, Uiat I readily accepteji their gene- 
roufi aHiftancf^ and alleamp^ mjstfl£ much iUtter- 
eibf fu«h a nftashof kitvJnefs from tbf CQJPmQ-* 
tuljf t» wJiMib . I'bs*)- fenitfclji jfeloi^ed. • 

UjKjft »y- accc^ijig thd^Jiiegpjnj: ©ffer, Mrs,. 

^VbiltficU .Jaade mfton&from hnrfd^ which,, ac 

tk» fonit' tine that it fttenwd hef hucnaac dilpofui- 

OOf gave proofs of the greateA dil£f,«tion and 

judgeawot. 
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|K%CBiaiv !^ piopaMr if I WooH grant my 
«odfcrXy that-fla WtmM en^e^otir (6 raife a fiim' 
among her own acquaintance and ttHtifAif and from' 
k pii^BM; » giineai s «e^. THis propofal, you 
Aay Be x&irij i aUo^ gtacAy aec«!pt^, as it woaM 
be 3* iktcreBban not ovAf, of ir«i^ but 6f 4hat is 
infiAitel^iUore'tDlwdteldSdrdSn^; which, tb nlf 
«7intoB»'isthe'aMitity TarntfttS. 

hxpdjhAiamtathiiivuKttya^itla todl peace anf 
contftirt. The refl«£liOn Anbitters eyery meaT,- 
and drive» frMo th« ey«<lid$ frfrftftrmg fleep. It 
uorrodes' dad cai&crri^ ^Vef y dielarftjl idea, and likti 
a ftem Cerberons, guards each avenue to the heart, 

f» tha< ykafnre dam not a^pfdflch. Happy ! 

tiUrice happf ; are tbofe who are bletl with an in- 
depewisnt cooipetcnc^ And £an confine their wants 
wicbin ttebcMdids of thai competence, be it what 
itrBay.' To fiid» aIon« flfc bread of life is palatable 
and tMWI&frig. SW«et-i«'f)WEAorfeHhat is acquired 
D^ di# h^#S iirdoftry, the produce of which is per- 
iriMMtt^) ett tboc- flows from a fouTce which will 
not f!)% A lubfilfenee that is precarious, or pro- 
cured by an uncertain profpefl of payment, carries 
'neWhe^ vrtne nor cffl With it. — Let me' therefore »- 
g(»ttTt*piS*i- that the peribttwhtt is de^fy involved 
Ek in 
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in debt, experiences on earth all the tOiTtures the 
poets dcfcribe to be the lot of the wretched inha- 
bitants of TarUrus. 

I was naturally led to enquire, how the know- 
ledge of my prefent diftreJIed fituation had found 
its way into the world; when I wag informed^ 
that an advertilemeat had appeared in the public 
papers, the day before, to the following purport: 
" That the Jietriaie Timon was in want of the necef- 
" faries of life ; and thofe who had formerly par- 
" taken of her profperity, ought to blufti at fuf- 
"■fering her to be in fucha fituatioo!" My addrefs 
was fubjoined, which brought the benefa^ions fo 
readily to me. 

The performers cpuld not be induced by this in- 
telligence to make me the kind propofal they did, 
as none of them ever lay under any obligation to 
me, except Sparks; and he had for fome years 
been fleeping with his fathers. But though many, 
incited by the advertifement, pitied my dlAreil fi- 
tuation, yet among all the perfons I had formerly 
obliged, there was but one who felt the rebuke. 
So very fcarce an article, as I have already ob'ferv- 
cd, is gratitude. 

I foon had another vifit from my fair friend Ma- 
dam Krudnar, who was qpite charmed to hear that 
her 
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her manoeUYre had proved fo fuccefsful ; for to her I 
now found I was indebted for the difcovery of my 
dillrefs. She congratulated me upon it : but not 
without reproaching me once more with pride, 
for keeping my poverty a fecret. In a (hort time, 
I received a fum from the Theatrej which enabled 
me to pay moft of the debts I had been obliged by 
hard necefllty to contradl. And for fome time 
the guinea per week, which Mrs, Whitfield raif- 
ed for me, continued ; indeed much longer than I 
had reafon to expefl. 

I was now favoured with a viCt from the jpftly 
celebrated Mrs. Abington, who advifed me to talce 
a benefit, and kindly offered her talents. — She at 
the fame time lent me her name to' a draft 
for eleven pounds; for which I hold myfelf :is 
much indebted to her, as iflhehad made me a pre- 
fent of th^ money. The anxiety I experienced 
till the bill was paid, was inexpreiEble ; but I 
was enabled to pay it when due, by the kind aflift- 
ance of a gentleman who formerly belonged to the 
Nonfenfe-Club I have given an account of. ■ Mr. 
King and Mr. Smith likewife kindly offered to 
play for me ; but as the feafon was far advanced, 
it was thought advifeable to poftpoae it till the 
the next. 

3 At 

,,„...,C.>.>8lc 
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At this peclod I leccdLofiked, that I newer haS 
received nny cotriidaratisn ^ the fixtUKs in 
fcew^-fireat boufe. 1 <tlifiic£>pe ap{)lied to ^Pol- 
lard the uphoi&eieTf whs fiad dilpoied of tlvmi { 
Mid was informed by )uis, that be bai paid th& 
produce of them Joto the bands trfMr. Wood- 
yard's ex6cut9rs> IBiit vpon my examiqing Mr. 
Comiih'e accaugt, I found that na iuck money had. 
been received frotn him. ^Ujion «4ikh I de£red Mz 
WiUets, tl e po-fpn at whofe boufe I lodged, to 
c.ill on him ; when he Hill infifted upon the trndi 
of bisAnft a&rtica, aJBdftw>(liB'it,clia[t}i<^i4 »ot 
•weioeafiiiiliDg. Inconfed tp a 4eg<:ee, -at t1i« Aip- 
poUlioa of uajr baing & anprineiptad ae lo -toake 
a deniaiid wjiere I bad not a J«gai 4^ita, 
I coinmencei a pfooefs agajaA Pgllsij; and 
though I had tba £iti*&Aion ta gftin My «wift» I 
would not undefga^rhat I fu9es»d irom employ- 
ing iiich means « recover the inotiey, for ten- 
times the Aim. 

I£uc Bickeriln^, in oiw of his L«cvbrations, 
iays, that in moft villages there it a Mrs. Bl«e- 
inantle ; a tattling -gofipi who makes it her bvR- 
nefs to collet all the nevrs of Ae place, and when 
i\\a difpenccs it' abroad, takes care, to decorate Ic 
' with not a fevr add itions and emendations, which 
ows 
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•trfc'thtir being w her -own pn>li£c -bniin. thirmg 
my refidenB«Mi V/itictx place! eKpenencefl, to my 
SoTTOWi thbr a Mfrt, Shicmbntie rriidod in that 
ficighbouThood. 

A perfon who iS married to a man of a gifted 
profi:£oh -in Londort, and has pitched upon that 
^Dt fir her ceuntiy refidefice, did me ch« Ho- 
nour to notice me whilft there, She smufed 
herfelfwith Tepeating ftoViesof my extravagance* 
at thetittielafltiaHy -want-ed the necrfTaries of life, 
and Was ccftrfir.ed to my Ised by a fevett indifpcifi- 
fion occafioiwd Iry fi^fting. It i« mudi *o be la- 
mented, Ai/t thdfe ^p^fts of foc'itftf are not lid>te 
to fomepunHhtnent : for though an adtitfliof da* 
magts ffii^ n« lie fcgarnft iheiW, th*yoftend# 
as tttrch rtR^ it^ufy to ftK* M are ua1iap^«Aough 
to b«COttte Ae Tttl^ta df tl^rtr fiiiftttrtfc, as Aofe 
■wlw wt nrorc trtig»at*rf in <tiMt iWoAt -of ^K5i*ef- 
fion. 

Iftverdy eicperleneed thettttthofthisffls &gen- 
lletiidTiinfcrmeilTnftrmnfetimeaftw, that he certain- 
ly ftiould have aflifted irre in my diftrels, had he 
not atctdentally fellwi in with this kind and intelli- 
gent neighbduf of mine, wl^o aflVlted hitn th*r^ 
*as no tnith in the report of tfly beitig diftrcflfedji' 
as I had every ^ay ftj httlt tnitt uy Mrd. 

I infert this circumftanc^ in hopes, after it has 
£ 4 undergone 

- C.H.^SI'^ 
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undCTgone your inlpeflion, of its tailing into the 
hrjids of my catuminator's daughter. As that 
young btdy probably has books from a circulating 
library, and th&fe letters will undoubtedly be ho- 
noured with a place in mod of their catalogues, 
there is a chance of her reading them. Iflhedoes, 
I ihould take it as a favour if ihe would inform 
the worthy Mrs. Bluemantle (who is generally too 
buHly employed about other peopIe^s affairs, to 
have leifure to read herfelf) that 1 have heard of 
her great goodnefs, but hold her calumny in the 
moil fovreign contempt. I have charity enough 
to hope that Mifs, who feems to have no very 
great opinion of her Mamma^ will avoid an imita- 
tion of fo contemptible a cliaraAer^ and take care 
not to deferve the denomination I have^ with the 
greateft propriety, beftowed upon her mother. 

Had X the power of naming the puniihinent 
which fhould be infli<^ed forfuch a breach of the 
lawsof truth and humanity, I would propofe depriv- 
ing them of the member by which they propagate 
their inhuman falihood. Though this inflidion 
might appear a fevere one^ it certainly is not more 
than adequate to the crime. In my ellimation, it ] 
^JLof the higheft magnitude. To repeat ftories to 
Ibe difadvantage of others, even if. they are true. 
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is wrong; but to irment falAihoods vnntonly to 
injure tfiem, certainly requires exemplary punifli- 
mect. 

But were the lovers of fcandel to be deprived of 
their tongues, they would make ufe of their hands 
to indulge their beloved propenfity. When they 
could no longer fpeak, they would write their cen- 
fures ; and were they deprived of the power of ex- 
prelling their malignity by thefe methods, they, 
like Lavinia, would write with flumps upon the 
£and, rather than let their neighbours live wJthou^ 
calumny. 

Finely expreffive of myi ideas on this bead, Jsthc 
complaint of the poor injured Arithufa in * Phila- 
fier ; which, with the alteration of the word maid- 
en \nlo perjcn, to make it more extenfively appli- 
cable, I will beg lea^ve to infert for your per- 
»fal. 

« Where may a fcrfm live lecunJy free, 

« Koqiiog their honourfafei not with the living) 

« Tliey fetd upon opinioQi, errors, dreamt, 

o.AttdmilKthein tnithii [heydrawanonrilhinent 

« Odtof defamingt i giowupcm difgnces). 

•■ And when tii^ leea YimK (Htified 

*- Strtagl}' above the battery of -their tongue^ 

• Philafter, Afllil. Scenethe lafl, 

■ ' £5. ' "■ "Oh! 
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« CU^bMUfceiMM toQnklt; nd ikfuted, 

. f (S»ul-*«1( with poiftn) ArtlM (hf ifiwinMVt* , 
« Wkere noblenamts lie flcqiiag, till they fwe»t, 
V And tb( cold~in^lf ip^t^-- 

You may probably think me too wnnn in my 
•enfures of defiiinatien, fatfhood, and depli^ity, 
thofe human failings tbat are fo difcerdant to th« 
4iatural bent of my own mind,-^But, as I have 
l>cfore told you (and I befiere more than once) th^ 
every part of my conduA is generally in the 
extreme, fo neither can I feel or exprefs my appro- 
"bation or difapprobation in lukewarm terms^— 
There is afervour in my ni$inner I can[}ot centronl; 
and I always fpegk or write of^ ^iSion^ according; 
to the df gree of (Jeafure or difgufl I receive froiti it» 
G,A.B. 
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As Mr. Willets, sk^lattdfoxl, ia^UtAe gieat- 
ttk part of the houfe to a ia^e 'femily^ 1 found' it 
■very inconvenient to remain any longer at Wal- 
tot-PJSicc; I therefore came (o town, and fixed 



O. Ar S £ L L A H T. 8| 

my itMeaee id tbe h^ah WbftF« I at pnfetit 

I pnfiltaed tb itt»(iiittit hit Grace df' Mwrtago^ 
tfiA ny dilVnfs, who iimiBdiat^Ij hobnmd tin 
with X tempotary relief i and I )nvc ai*>n faVsral 
ac6i£otii) been f jvonrad wiUl marke of fait Ctrac'e's 
M^^cttieti %iit ttitfa wesU tfot eHiblt ii» to 

■ I hi<i appRfirf tCT feitt! perfoflj *ha ttettf toii-' 
ficftoJ *}th Sif GaoTgS Methim, Hrt *ith6ut 
fbccefs. I rJ6\T rtwde application (0' tiimfelf, anil 
informed hira of tKe dlftfefferf fituaticM I Was in. 
1 had, htfWeVefj iii return, oTi'(y i feprO'acflfcl ifet- 
ter, pointing out the impropriety of requeftihg 
pecuniary favonrs. As I nevef kiiew a pleafure 
equal to affixing thofe in (fiflrefs, when I liad it 
it my power, I thought that otiiers had the farrte 
foering's. But alas T fiiHV few are bl'efl with the be- 
nevolent minds of a Montague or a Spencer*, with 
whofe bounty I am proud of having been fre- 
^entfy honoured. 

^s I received (uch inconteftible proofs of re- 
gard ^rom my, contemporaries, I thought I might 
fticcecd in a benefit. Indeed, tiie idea was firft fug- 
gefled to me by Lady, Lumna,- I accordingly ap- 
j^ied to Mr. Harris, who, with a generoiity to 
E 6 whick- 

- C.H,S|C 
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which I hold myfelf much obliged, not only grant- 
ed me the houte, free from the incidental expencei, 
bat made ufe of his intereA with the performers; 
who, one and all, chearfully lent me their talents^ 
to which I acknowledge myfelf ever indepted. 

It was advifed by Tome perfons who profeHed a 
regard for me, that lihould appear myfelf. Tho' 
an abfence of fix or feven years from the theatre^ 
agitated my mind with all the apprehenfions of a 
new performer ; yet when my name was once ad- 
vcTtifed, it was not in my power to recede. And 
fo extremely apprebenfive was I the night of the per- 
formance, that Iwould readily have given up all the 
advantages! expeifted to arife from it, to have been 
cxcufed performing, notwithftanding they were in- 
£nitely greater than my moft fanguine hopes could 
leprefent them to be. This in a great meafure was 
owing to Mrs. Yates's appearance after a long 
indifpoHtion. 

I was fo much intimidated when I was about 
to make my entree, that I believe I Jhonid not have 
liad courage to have gone upon the flage, had 
not Mifs Cateley, in a manner, forced me on. To 
this lady I am much indebted, for the lively fatisfac- 
tlon flie exprefled at feeing a theatre crowned by 
the firll and moft diftinguiftied of the nobility in 
the 
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the monA of June. Had the houle been thus filled 
for her own benefit, flie could not have betrayed 
more genuine marks of pleafure. They afforded 
a. convincing proof of the goodnefs of-her heart. 
I had quitted the theatre before her return from 
Ireland, and confequeutly was unknown to 
her. 

The fiate of Mrs. Yates's health was fo doubt- 
ful, that I was apprehuiflve Ibe would not have 
been able to perfonn. But the goodnefs Jhe pof- 
fefled made her run every rifque to alfiil a lifter o£ 
theprofeffion in diftrefs. She appeard, amidft the 
plaudits of a fplendid audience in her juAJy ad- 
mired charafler of Jane Shore. 1 o this play was 
added *' Comus," in which every performer en- 
deavoured to excel. And they fully convinced the 
houfe, that they received a fenfible pleafure from 
the opportunity they had> of paying a compliment 
of their talents upon fo humane an occaHon. 

As to my own exhibition, I believe it was very 
mediocre. And I hope I fhall gain credit when 
I aflert, as I do, that, to this hour, I do not know 
how I got through my part ; which was, as ufual, 
that of Alicia. Fear had taken fuch full poffeiffion 
of me, that it prevented me from returning my 
thanks to the audience, and particularly to my 
3 patroneiTes 



patronefl&g, (or the diffiegnrfhed honotrr tfi«y h«ff 
done me, irl i feirt addrefs I had prepared for th* 

The weathijt wag' ttftcomrinjrtliy' wwti^ vvMell 
made it the more extraordinary, to hive » 
Aeatre crowded by beaotiei of (he firft diilfnt- 
tion. Her Grace of Bolton, in the honour o^ 
*hofepatronage IIi»v«a!wajr»exulted, ^»*d)efs 
*f the weather, fiHed het boxes, as if it had been 
the depth of winder. I wns fo fonmnaie at to hwe 
my Benefit iftver, the ewi^of the nah^py *io«. 

The yoiMg woman who had been rccoimnonti*' 
•d by my eldeft' fon to me for affiftance, hitti. 
peifuaded me to join wtrft her in a note of hand at 
fixmonthsdate,inordcrtodifchargea debt flieharf 
oontraded. This note had been fome time doe, 
bnt I prerailed' trpon- the holder to keep it tilt my 
benefit, when il was paid; as was HkeWife- everV 
fliilling of the enrolnmeftts I recdverf frAm -it.- 
Though I could HI fp^e the money tt> pay 
tftis note, «i b^ prefeiit fittiaiiorr, yet 'beiilg'; 
.in daily expe^arion of hearing from my fonj or ar 
leafl of Wing reirtifcurfed by the yodng woman: 
fleriyf, wheii "flSe received' the alloiifrartc^ he had" 
appointed her before he went, Fki^tupmy ipiirit?. 
And this I did the foore Kadily, as Bis escet- 
lency 
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iertcjCoate Haflang had promifed to affift metilt 
mr a^iirs *«re fettted, by Mawm^ me a finalt 
fiiffl monthly. 1'he promiled iKpend ttm regohr- 
Fy {Hiil me> fer a fltoR time after I reiROTcd intO; 
Dofce-ftreet ; bat hts lordBUp' behig attacked by 
a TCry lercK ilhieEi, I Teeeived a letter from Km 
ibfennit^ m«^ that the expentes ihcfdenta) to hit 
minipcittiOfT} ptic tt cmt or nts ponv^dr to perform 
hh promtli: at ihM thne, bnt on a faTniv day ( 
Acnld receive it. What made this difappointment 
Ae greater, was, my being laid tip ifith a fit of " 
rtrc rtieumatifti^ whidihaA confined me to my bed 
R>r fbme weeJcs, and tendend me unaMe to get np^ 
but to hare l>be bed aui». 

Wbift { hy ia this fitHation> » perien, whom £ 
bad bM»TB foamerly In a genteel line (^ ba- 
finefs, but had not feen for years," oallied irpofk 
nse. hhe came, «f jffie ^4 to reqaeft I lroai2 
give- my opinioft upen the abilities of a yonng- 
gentllewomnn-, whom Jhe tma^ned had r^Ant*. 
ft)t the ftage, and wiflui^ to appear in Juliet. I 
tcAd her it was impoffiMe^ in the fituation Am thea. 
faw me, to conq>ly with her roqaeft; but as foen 
as I was- abte- to leare my room, I woald femk: 
her word, if flie would fiiTOur me with her ad-- 

buring^ 
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Having received this aofwer, ihe withdrew^ 
deiiring me to drink Madeira. Upon my frank- 
ly replying, that Madeira was a wine I could by 
no means afford, ihe begged I would permit 
her to fend me a few bonles, as the lady flie wiih- 
ed to introduce to me had lome particularly good. 
I thanked her. She took her leave; and I 
thought no more of my viiitant or her wine, tiU 
I was informed that a boy had brought fome Ma- 
deira from Mrs, Stewart^ with her complimeots. 
He xpli the maid he would call for the balkeC- 
the next day. Hearing this, I bid her inform 
me when the boy came, that I might fend a card 
of thanks, and reward him for bis trouble; 

Accordingly, the next evening I was told he 
was below. But behold, whilft I was giving the- 
girl the gratification T intended for the boy, two 
ftllows rufhed intp the room, and acquainted me 
they had. an aifHon for a very confiderable fum. 
againft me; adding, that I nuift immediately get 
up and go with them. I requeued to know the 
name of the creditor that had taken fucb a. ftep.. 
They informed me, and added, that the debt was. 
{pr linen dcapery- I aSiired them that I knew no 
fucb perfon, nor had I for years bought any ar- , 
tide of that kind, but from Mr. Evans of Mary- 
■^ , ,' Ic-bone-ftrect* 
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le-bone-Areet. It was in vain tliat I remonAra- 
ted ; the debt> 'they faid was fwora to ; and they 
had even the audacity to tell me, that if I had 
bail ready, they ,had particular orders act to 
take it. 

I reprefcnted my condition, but they were in- 
flexible. I was therefore obliged to make a vir- 
tue of neceffity, and yield to their authority. I 
then requefled they would permit me to rife, with- 
out their being prefcnt. To this they at length 
complied, but not without enjoining me to be ex- 
peditious, as they were in hafle, and I muft be 
fo too. No words can defcribe my feelings up- 
on this occafion. To be expofed to fuch bruta- 
lity, without having fumiflied any l^al pretence 
for it, was ihockmg beyond conception. My poor 
iVthful girl was fo terrified, that fhe greatly 
adden to my diArefs ; for though accuAomed to 
misfortune, nothing of a Junilar kind to this had 
ihe as yet been witnefs to. 

The fellows ridiculed her feelings ; and having 
planted themfelves at each door, during the time 
I was getting up, tbey there gave way to theit 
mirth. In their converlation, they mentioned 
the name of the female that had viHted me the 
preceding day. In a moment the duplicity of the 
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wdman ftraek me wkh all its force. The intent 
of her vifit was now ditclofed. The pretended 
Jtiliet, liie prefent of MadCTra> atid the calling. 
again fcr the ba&et, Wene all now plainly difco- 
verable to be only preparatory fleps to the op- 
prdfive fcene that Was a^ing. ConfoHndeil at 
fuch treachery, I ^oeW fcarcdy believe my 
fenfcs ; efpecially as flw W3» ft Scotch woman, 
a country whofe natives are in general hlefled 
with fincerity as well as SaaeAy. "Sgt wns it' 
poffilAe to accAUnc fcr facli an 3& -elf barbarity 
towardf! a pertba who hai fernerly ^wn hee 
many ctrHities; cowardt ««w whonM^r infen- 
rianatty i^uced anolfter, eren in iJioo^t ; "and! 
■ Mn/ft fitiiaJ:4on wwaW elajcB ■cfitHpttUfnun fmnt 
any hesng, poflc^ad of a (pxA: of tietHanky. 

A« feon as. I oouM get myfelf reftd^, I ewwne* 
rtie coach •witfi my honourable attemiiirHs, w4io' 
dCDrted me to Attwfhwg's in Caty-flmet. TTie 
confidence of its being a-felfe "iAl fapported me.- 
But TThcnl heard the name -of thefoHcitor w4io 
had tAen out the writ, I gueCfed at the deftgnof 
it. Being- indebtisd in a very large fmn Eo' Mr. 
Stacie- at tlie Bedfcfrd Amia, "which' 'I was fccu- 
tity for my foR, Captain Metham, before hfr 
wmt to 'Jaimaica^ I had demanded of this at- 
torney 

[;..i,tco,GoOJ^It: 
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torney a bond, fent to his late father, in order 
■to make an affignment of it to Mr. Stacie, 

I therefore inunediately fent to Mr. Stacie^ 
who foon came wtth his attorney, and having, 
engaged to the officer for my appearance, I re- 
turned home without the attendance of my 
gentleinep ufhers. My little girl felt ineJtpref- 
fible fatisfaftion at feeing me; and I liad the 
pleafure to find, th« the caufe of my abfence had 
not been fufpeiled by anyperfon in the hoiife. 
The miftrefs of it was confined to her bed ; hw 
hufttand was in Italy ; and I had been as much, 
alarmed left ftie fhoald be frightened at fo critical 
a tinuj as I was at the difagreeable predicament 
m which I had ftood. 

As the writ was foOo retamable, and it wn 
not in my power to procure a bail fuScient for fa 
large 3 fum, I had no refource but Jo give my 
name into the office^ of the court of King'& 
Bench : for not being willing to plead the pri- 
vilege I was entitled to from Co rate Had an g, ta 
a debt of anj kind, much lefs to one I did not owe, 
I determined to ftand trial. I was the more in- 
duced to do this, as the afeir began to unravel 
itfdf; by *rfiich I found, that the unhappy wo- 
man my youngeft fon had formerly connefted- 
himfelf 
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bimTelf with, in conjunAion with another perfon, 
had prevailed upon an ignorant Irilhmao, who 
was never worth ten poaods in his life, to fwear' 
that I was indebted to him a fum, that he and 
all his anceftors, from their iltuation> could never 
have been polTefled of. 

This unwarrantable manoeuvre I apprehend, 
was intended to imim'idate me, fo as to get from 
me a receipt for the bond ; for my lituation, at 
that juncture, made it extremely hazardous for 
me to change my apartment. The dread of &taj 
confequences, they imagined would induce me to 
purchafe my liberty at any price. I mull here 
inform you> that the bond in queftlon was given 
by the relation I have already mentioned, who I 
brought up from a child, for money borrowed of 
Mr. Woodward, upon his going to the £aft- 
. Indies. 

If you will refer to one of my former letters, 
I forget which, you will fee, that upon my ne- 
phew's going abroad, through the intereft procu- 
red him by Mr. Hoole, Woodward advanced him 
eighty odd pounds for the completion of his equip- 
ment. A bond was given for that fum by the 
young gentleman, but, at Mr Woodward's ex- 
prefs dellre, was made out in m; name ; and he 
would 
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would never accept of it, as I have realbti to 
believe, left it fiiould fall into any other perfon'a 
hands but my own, who he was fure would not 
fne for it. This could be the only reaTon for 
his refiifal, as be fo ftrenuoufly inlifled upon my 
keeping it. 

As Mr. Stacie, upon many occa£ons, had been 
yery obliging to the young jnen of my family, 
as well as to myfelf, I thought the affignment of 
this bond to him as counter fecurity towards the 
payment of Captain Metham's debt, was the only 
means I had, at the time, to prove to him, that 
though I was deprived of the ability to do him 
juftice, I did not want inclination ; the bond 
was accordingly fent to this attorney's father, 
who was one of Mr. Woodwards folicitors, to be 
afl^ed over to Mr. Stacie. But that not having 
been done, I wrote to the fon, to require it 
Jfaottid be immediately delivered up, and in fo 
peremptory a manner, that I have great reafon 
to believe this arreft was febricated, in order to 
terify me to give a receipt for the bond. There 
does not appear to be any other inducement for 
the cruel treatment I received. 

Bo you ever recollefl reading a fcene of greater 

cruelty in a civilized country, than that I have 

juft 
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juA reoiteil ? That a [ierfon wh» ha^ as *Op- 
lando £iy>, '<lo«dced on better &y:s; btd fst a(| 
*' good mcB's feaft« ; had from her eyelids ofsea 
"wiped -a tear; <Rid knew what 'twas t« pity 
*' and be pitied;" fluwld be dragfed cAt of bei' 
bed, whilft labouring under a painful indtfp«£*toa# 
butried, id an igaomiHiou» maDAeri to a place 
of con£nemeBt, at ttie baz»d of ber lij^ ani 
this nithout aity joft pretencs ; iG an idcident 
that almoft exceeds belief, and dilgrUees the 
fountiy where the aft was coiiunitted. 

The many Inftancas I have given y«U' in th» 
courfe of my ftory, of the villainy of ttiaiikiad^- 
will, I fear, degrade human natuse Id your efti- 
mation.— But Heaven forbid, that my 'hard leti 
Should be the lot ef marif of my fex ! — ^It is tnie^ 
I have experienced the moil: unkind^ ui^rateful^ 
and villainous treatement, from fome of both! 
fenes ; nor have I yet- finiflied the tale of dttoa 1 
hut I wUlfhautably. hope- that n^ cafe is a ftn-. 
gular one;, and liiat people in general pafs through 
life, without meeting with fo many proofs of 
the df^eueiacy of their £sllow-cieatuce& a& I hav«. 
4one. 

G.A.B,- 
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Feb. M, 17— • 

j\T the conclolMW, of the Suttoa, I made ap- 
^catioa to Mr Youngs, a£iing manager o£- 
ZJmry-lwiev to Eci^ell tfiat the praf^UterK would, 
-gtam Bia » number of ttofcfltS') 4S I could by na 
faeana cjcpeA the bmQ iaduigeBce either from the 
patentees or performers, I had: experienced the 
year beftm at Coveait-Garden. They vrese im- 
mediately, graated; and the hite £arl Spencer- 
j«cpiefting Mt lady to honour me with herpatrpn- 
jagp, in addition to my former patroaefles, I nteC 
«mh the fiiceefe I heped for. 

Mynetheaxing from C;^>lam Metham grieved 
me nuctk But this did not state irom the dif- 
tedfts I'eocoQntered ; thefe were hut trifling <»d- 
(idnattons, .«hc» put in c<tafietiti9a with a mo- 
tber's. appirinnfioas for a: nuch-kved fon> dc 
Ained to fo dceaifiil » climate. I never doubted 
fqr a moiocnt, his affifbisg, me when he had the 
poweb, a» he poflei^d » fetiLt^ honour above 
!hteafcing;.» ptemife toa Hranger, much man. to a, 
jparent of vrhon).he,was fo fond. , 

When I made aa appbcatioo. to Sir Geoi^ge 
Metham^ 
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Metham, as I lately mentlonet], for a temporary 

relief} to which he anfwerej, that he could not 

comply with my requeft ; he at the fame time in- 

formei] me, that my fon, by a fortunate eventj 

had made eight thoufand pounds, and certainly 

would not let me want. This information gave 

me more pleafure, from the profpei^ it pref^ntcd 

turn, than from any pecuniary views ; 

preHenfions daily increafed, through my 

ig from him. 

this time the female he had introduced 
to my knowledge, came to inform me, that flie 
had received a letter from him, wherein he de-' 
fired his duty to me, and promifed to write to me 
very Hiortly. She added, that he had fent an 
order for her annual allowance, which Sht begged 
, I would go and receive at Rofs and Gray's, and» 
out of it repay myfelf what was duetome. She 
then told me A\s would call upon me the neA 
day, and take the overplus ; and, to conclude aH, 
Jhe requeJled me to lend her a guinea. 

' The pleafure 1 enjoyed from hearing of my 
boy's health, joined to the feeming honell prin- 
ciple in the young woman, Would have extrafted 
any money my purfe had contained ; I therefore 
readily gave her what ihe required. At foon as 
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^-WtSifpne, J fet|»ff:fiir.tl(e agent'*; iwheii m 

^sry^arqin& ?nd ,fl>e .tnitft ^ave hajd ic in -tw 
}»>cket ,4t - die tiine,fhe <;Mpd v^ffpujiae. I found 
#iyfefei»«wnt fffe wlwti J Jnearit thj« ; bat it ex- 
■Kfiedsd i(U .)>piiBds>»lHMi 'jny.Jieir^'jwfonned ^b^ 
Mr. Jfijoe, ;tbc .^B&m who ^trmlafted Captaia 
Mflthvnls bafui^h tb«t Jbe had received my 
letters from him at the time her own were de- 
livered to b<r».iaiil had fecf«t«d. them* 

The cni^ty.of iiich .a srarSiiftion, when fhe 
miuft be ifenfible of the very great anxiety I 
iiifibrcd u[K>nhts.»C(tnunt> was lofiilitely more un- 
pardoiEkUe than the fraud itML Could I have 
found her atthe time, I fhoqld certainly have put 
the note I paid for her in force; and that more 
upon account of her barbarity, than even the im- 
jiofition which had made me her < dupe. 

I wa'S.goiqgtohreaJconoemoce into complaints, 
■%t^lK ill Jifagc l.am cantiiiually receiving from 
itae ipeiien or anotber ; but I have tired myfetf 
inrith theifubje<^ and I fe^ I have done the; lams 
tiy you. I Iball thuvfore c^ly fay,! have often 
w:0[idered,at:myfedf,that.aftec.tbe.many inftan^s 
I have mec mah of ingratitude and art, Lam ftill 
K Val. v. F liable 
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liable to the lame impositions ; that I am fo eafy 
a prey to thofe who are capable of duplicity, and 
endeavour to excite my " humanity by plausible 
pretexts. But I apprehend, we always judge of 
others by our own fen&tions. I am fare I al- 
ways do. I fo deteft duplicity, that were I 
unhappy enough to be guilty of the worft of 
crimes, I would frankly acknowledge them, and 
not cond«(cend by fubtetfuge or ^Jhood to dif- 
l^uife my guilt. 

At my mother's death I had taken a female, 
whom flie had bred up, and was particularly fond 
of, and fent her to France, under the. proteiflion 
of Mademoifelles Greffiers, in order to learn the 
art of making mantuas, robes, trimmings, and all 
the neceHary appendages to drefs. I was to pay 
for her board three years ; by the expiration of 
which time it . was fuppofed, Ihe would be fuffi- 
ci«ntly ikUled in the buiinefs to merit fome 
falary befides her board and lodging. She had 
volunurily given ten pounds a year to ,an indig^pt; 
mother to help to lupport her : and the late Lord 
Hampden allowed this littlelpcome, not only on 
account of the name^ but btfcaufe flie niuft have 
poSsSki the eAate annexed to the name, had Ihe 
fortunately been of the mafculine gender. 

From 
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' From the time of my removal to Walcot-PIace* 
I was (o turmoileii by illnefs, lawj hope, feari 
and dillrefs) that I bad neither written to her^ 
nor heard from her. And the term I had agreed 
to pay for, being expired before my arrival, I 
naturally expeAed the was fettled at Boulogne^ 
as affiHant to the perfons I had placed her with. 

One day, upon my coming home, I was told, 
that a tall lady in deep mourning, had called and 
eoquired for Mrs. Bellamy ; and that with fuch 
X poStive certainty of her living at No. lO. Duke- 
ftreet, that ihe would hardly be demed. As t 
ftiH retained the same of Weft, the perfon who 
went to the door ftrenuoafly infifted, that there 
was no one oT that name who lived there ; and 
as it happened to be a domeftic of a lodger in the 
houfe, who was totally a llranger to Bis, he wag 
o^nded at the enquirer's pbftinacy. My maid- 
fervant, as well as the gentlewoman of tlie houft 
being out, ihe could get no fatisfa<3ion, and 
tt^efore left word that ihe would call again. 
. The Feafon I did nat re-aflume my own name 
:^ter ray benefit, was, for . fear left any lettert 
from my two fons, who always dire^ed to m« 
by thai name, fliould nu&arry, Befides thif, alj 
ibe^trades people in the neighbourhood I deaU 
F 2 with. 



fvith, m^e eut ttteii bHlg add 'SeceI|M!9 •in -^t 
tntOB .to this d37 : and a^ 'thoi« ferrr intimuos I 
had, knew -me by bd other, but fer aae benefit 
n^ht> it txcurred to jae, that the perfan wIm 
called could <be no other than Mifs.Hpit^^nj 
J therafbie 4elin4 ^at I night &e her wluniiha 
called 'ag^in. 

, As Hx IhaA been i^Seni- -©f jmy reiuling here, 
by a perfisb vbo bad frequeatly fam tne at -die 
window, 'and in % dHfaabilict .'wfiich 'C<hiviocQd 
them :I lodged iriiere I -did. Hie retwved m the 
ifternoon. I was happy to fee Iier^ But, upon 
inquiring into her iitiwtion, I found &e had 
made fto pro^cienc-y in the bofinefs to which -I 
had apprenticed her. &» acquainted me, that' 
fite had ' vtvf fbrtonatdy been irecomnteaded as 
jgovemela to a ixa^ttxr xif Lady James, as ^he 
fpoke French flsently, .sndaras'thoii^t qualified 
^or&di on cnptoyment. , 

"During her residence in fiiis- £unBy, 'tec-oitotfaM' 
had gonecoieek-sibetter World; i^on wJkich|fc>- 
%A£on hvr pdtronefc, -who tt one of the heil c^ 
«retnen, bad prefented' her with -BtounMitg. Tlrt 
time 'for ■Whidi fl»e en^ged feeing expired, and 
Sir'WilJtam thinking his davighter of age -to fit 
■sflwaysatis own'table, wEflwdto iaTethe«tpence 
of 
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9(. a domeflic in her line, *ho would now be Hfef. 
^ ; the J had aacordingly difcharjei her,, to he? 
gresaG rc^et. Her ladyHiip, bowev«ii, had gro- 
milod ber the conoiiiiance of her - p[!ota£boii, ani ■ 
would honour her with a recomtiiendaHoii, when- 
ever die could g^ emplo^meot ; but this^ uie- 
fftid) Ah bad not auieh hopec ef, a& ibe only knew 
hqw tifAiake tcimnMiigE, t»iuig,".££ui# i^yTiZ^" 
and take ttte pEoaeuadeL. 

, I couidi not half fmiling at this r9Q»[utulation 
ef my ehnrgcs t^nus, and c>ngnitulateA het 
i^on f&ckitrflJincacquilitioiiB, aftsr fereDytor*! 
^^itCBRon tO' bufine^. Ill my turn, I aoni Ja' 
fonaedbor at my onkippy {ttuatton^ w^ck put ic 
vKl of mr power to ai.Tift her, %ixeabBc w lay iiw 
^iDHboa; bat k£ ihc. would fliue m^ noc&^X 
^iddhtr it. vQBiaochi aL hn foryiiej.iiiad if Am 
\Maiii titsp-'wilb- ny wsid-^ ilia m^h^^ .' The iottw 
oSer Die declined^ dunkiiig^ parbafO* tbitTefo&mg. 
viib a mere d«ji«atc^irl,thaivb«i;rel^ ^ouldccn- 
twKnafiv th» ULood of iho Hampden?. 
- *Laiy Jomes Toon put iba pfonitfeii An had i^ade 
her uttir execution. Sfac fi? wjirraly mtDMA«d> 
hedslf in her faVouci and was- fe snrntft in her 
iblichations with Xocd Hampden, that fhe pre^ , 
vaikd upon his Lordfliip to advance her a fum of 
: • F 3 money; 
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money; to which her Ladyfliip fo liberally con- 
■tributed, that Ihe was provided with' every thing 
proper to undertake a voyage to the. Eaft-Indies, 
Tliither flie went, and I hear fhe is happily mar- 
ried, and fettled at Madras. 

■ As fcon as I -was releafed from my late dif- 
agreeuble capture, I went to pay a yiCit to^Mrs, 

A y, who was lately come to England, and 

refided in the country. Her reafon for viHting 
this kii^dom was as follows: A noble peer, when 
upon his travels, made her fome compiimentt, and 
paid great attention to her during hia ftay in 
France; which (he, like .other fooliiK wcHnen> 
tiook leut de ban. As that lady was now a ytung. 
tuidnv, uid poUefied of a large fortune by ber 
ancle't death, Oie vainly imagined, that a trip to 
oar dear little ifland would be the me^is of adding 
an EarlV coronet to her own refplendent efcut- 
chsoD. She accordingly came over. 
' But upon her arrival, ihe did not find that'hif 
I,ordlhip meant his jlutrets in the fun'e fenfe they 
were underflood by the lady. Being thus difap- 
j>oiated of obtaining her elevated expedations, 
Jbe fell from the pompous idea, and exafil^ 
verified what I have read in fome celebrated 
French author: 

« Th« 
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. *' The heart of a woman is fo fufceptible of 
" teiideriie{is> that ihe mufl fail in love, fh^ 
"-preference is generally given by them to a red 
*' coat and cockade, perhaps to the tinfelled hero 
'* or butFoon. . The ferious fix their trembling 
** hearts on the four-cornered cap or band. . But ■ 
" if all thefc fail, they will prefer the bart^man, 
." rather than not admire a puhlie char.ii5ier." 

After I returned from my vifit, I received a 
letter from this lady, with one enclofed^ which 
..(he requefted I would fend, agreeable to tlie d^r 
re&ions, by the chairman I ufUally employed^ - 
that ihe might be fure it was delivered fafe; but- 
{he ordered, that the bearer was by.ry> means to 
wait for ah anfwer. She had informed me, th;it, 
fince her arrival, Ihe had been at the new opera; 
when ftie obferved that Mr. — - of the Tlieatic 
Royal, Drury-lane, looked remarkably penfive^ 
to which fhe added, " poor fellow! 1 wifti I knew 
*'hov to aji/l him r 

' From this converfation, I had every right to 
believe that the letter committed to my care was 
dictated folely by humanity. I therefore fent the 
man with it, who, as it happened to be Sunday, 
had great diiEculty to find the gentleman's lodgings. 
Two days after, an exprefs came to town ; but not 
F 4 iimling 



fihding' an anfwer at the platij vifiete' ftie fia* 
ordered it tb be left?, a littlir drft'an'ce from towni 
tile fervnnt {am' after brought: rtie x tiltter,' vJhiclV 
fcemed td be diflatdd by aSetHamitii; In donfe- 
quence of this-pretty inantEnvife, the^ lady atid t 
Had a breach; ShS retimred'tb'PranC^; ahdi ffs 1 
Kear, has throWTf a krge ftjrrtine arid alt her 
beauty" into aclbifter, tthert ftift pMr^afer t6 ini 
Ker" dkya. 

I forgtif to mention, tRat during the'ffidrt' time 
l' was at fhe officer's houfe iri Cary-ftr'eer, Tmet 
there a'perfort whofe face' t tlwiighl? I had' feeii- 
before ; ;ind as fhe fhowed nie' fomc civility, I 
fuppofcd, by the eafe whicli appeared^ iri her 
countenance, that fiie belonged to tKe'hoijfe, Her 
drefs being rather frippery geiiteeT. 

■VVhilft the bdl bond was iilling up, ftie in- 
formed mi that her name was Douglas ; tliat Ih^ 
was of a good family, but from fome indifcretlons, 
bad involved herfelf in a debt of thirty pounds, 
which' occ'afioned her confinement, and which fli* 
had in vain endeavoured to raife. You know 
humanity is fo predominant a propenfity in my 
.iiiind, that it may even be termed a foible; yoa 
wHI riot wonder, therefore, that I felt an inclina- 
tion to afllfl her; but going out of town for a few 
'daysi. 



.ugk 



(?. A.'- teztASfty, loj 

Jsyl upon a villi ta Mri, A—— y, » Thavo juft 
RtenlJorKN], it wsf totally out of ray potrer to pzy 
^y otuntion to her. 

Upon my return I found a kttcr from her. T' 

ifefit an atlfwer to it, and therein advifed her to ■ 
write to a noble rtalte, who is poflefled of hnma-' 
nky in the higheft degree. - She did fo, but re- 
ceived no anfwer. She was foon after liberated 
by what was t]M» «MW«d a &n tieket, which was 

ient by an unknown hand. As foon as Ihe 
found herfelf reiior^ to fieedom, ihe came to me; 
and as I always fuppofe perfons to be what they 
(eem, and there appealed to be fq much candour 
in her manner of "telling her ftory; I took her to 
be with tne, and the ifttiai^ell itititAacy was formed 
BdtWeen us. ■ 

■ Methink J. I hear you (ay, inipired by a f refenti- 
ment, from a few Words 1 have let drop, of what 
is likely to be flie ' cdhfenneno* of tlih hafty at- 
tachment, "Will nothing make you wife? — Will 
•* not tfie many inftances of ingratitude and du- 
•• plicity yoii have already e*peiienced, goard yoa ' 
•• againft * repetition: of theniit — How many incr» 
** inftahces have you to *eH \rte of? for you lately 
*faid the number was iiot cttrnplete." — Have a 
fittle patience; and as I-now dpsw *oi*arJs a con- 

^ " ' E" 5. clufion 

- C.H,S|C 
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duilon of my long fad ftory, the latter part of> 
your quelVions will fooa be anfwered. With re-, 
gard to your firft quere, "Will nothing make you 
*• wife f" I can only fay, I fear not; if the wifdom 
you mean is to be purchafed with the annihilation 
of that humane fufceptibility which has ever been 
my pride and my delight. 

G. A. B. 
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March I, 15— 

In fome £hort time, there aj^eared a paragraph, 
in the public papers, which mentioned, that the. 
names of all thofe who had furrendered them- 
felvcs, or had been fet down in the books of the ■ 
King's-Bench, would be publlfhed in a pamphlet. 
Alarmed at having my name enrolled with many 
who had caufed theirs to be let down, and pro- 
vided themfelves. with fire tickets,_for fraudulent 
purpofes, I wrote a letter to Mr. Woodfall, to. 
prevent it, if poUible, I therein acquainted him. 
with the real fadt, I fully explained the circumr. 
ftances of the arreft, and requefted that my name, 
might -not be inferted, as the next term wooU 
1 . , conclude 
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conclnde the affair; an affair which had been pro- 
doflive of fa much vexation to me. But to my 
very great mortification, when the black lift came 

outv-I foimd Mrs. D s and myfelf not in the 

moft pkafing company. 

The people of the honfe where I refide had, till 
BOW, entertained 00 fufpicion of what had hap- 
pened; but when they law my name publiihed, 
they were not a little aUrmed, They appre- 
hended tbat'T ihonld avail myfelf of being in the 
iknatioa of a prifoncr, which every perfon in th^ 
lift pretended they hiwl a right to. Ij however, 
loon convinced them of their error, .by giving 
tbem demonflcttire proofs that I was incapable of 
inch balenef?* 

- I never in my life feJt myfelf in (b bumUiating 
a fitnation, as at' the bare fuppolitioii of being fo 
bale as'to take means of lach a nature to releafe 
myfelf from juft debts. Let the poor imfortunsrc 
man or woman, who by lofies in trade, or by 
fimilar misfbrtanus, are reduced' ta a ftate of in- 
folvency, take- advantage' of thefCopportiimties to 
iffgain their liberty, and to be reftore* te' thei» 
^unities and' avocations ; but all others, in my 
•piitipiif ought to be precluded 'from the advan-' 
F fr tagv-5. 
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tages. The difficililty', indeed, fie* !h ifra*^ ffll 

fine. 

Ha^ the people wftere f fffifged beeh f^rfdfMJ 
acquainted witfe mj thiraffa a(¥* prirtC^fes; A"*? 
wouU have known that I pt^fe^d S riiftid tiipifM 
tb efr^ery *f(iontfl (rti^Sffc Ai I &arf iWt Sxohe- 
rafed (nyfelf froni rdf Smi vtfKfcrt f »« fc grcWf 
involved, as I Kavfe gi^'CB ^ icgMifft *^ I ecwW 
hardly think of fach a meafuft, *h» I c«W* 
tomparatWdy lit^e td- *hat I JiS ^feftj »t4 
fead ¥ieen fo greatly iwiiilgej S^ ftf hftS^ cWi- 
Bitors. 

I had wt6rt to Mf fort I»!(itIM»fj W JnlterA 
iim of tTie uighiifedft of the ftwirrit !fe feS- (*i 
eommeiided to my notice, and of Htf' Ka^il!^ 
ftcretfti fiis lertfcrs; Sat, td m^^ vwy grwt Ihr- 
fifil«;'hruf rftelyttd m xtii^et by the- pac^>^ 
(houghj in to^rie, Liiiight have haft one by iw 
i wa:» pafeflly fctiified »t liis HSfUtwde, dftty, and 
aSbdk>n; and wap.cofivmc^ that fuch treatment 
woiiU hate .claiQie4 his .^ULtention, IkuJ all beea 
wellj Iither«fore,Wf« e;ctremely apprehenfive fo? 
}iis;'jie;}ld)L. My fesrs mtde me imagine tti$ woriif 
an4, 4S they bad done in xamj othqr cafes, ttbj 
how gm^AG^.f loyhfstict 

■-■,11 .. i ' ' ■ fj*^ 
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■ iJpm (ftiitg rftfeppohvttfd itf h«rmg hf Ifcft 
picqaetf I vrrcti; to Sir GeorgAi t6 enqiilfV if M 
ftrftf rtteit^ affy ifttelligehee; arrf by <lie rtttirn 
Sf tlid poft had 3fn anftref. CAAcrVing ttiM th* 
ftid tVaj M^ifc, it Vhli rosrer ttiite UftlK I )ta4 
efiurage to !tttra& it optn ; bttt #h*n I hrt iorfe f^ 
Ad rti*, " NdW fmnRion all yotir fortihiA'," it 
fcecaiiht trtlneteflary to fee the reft rf the camiUi. 
"Tbe tettet iilff«nl; dropped crM of iilf Inttd^ ah4 
1 fiill fehftfefs eh the flcfor. 

Whfch 1 rec6vered, I foiifid the niiftroft 6f ifl6 
fioufe, aiid fbiiie others trhofti (he had called t6 
my aiEftance, d«)wni»d in tCafi. Bat tfiars te- 
ftried me their aid ; and through the wan* of the 
(clieFthey uAiaity afford in e]ttreai& gritf, I *a4. 
nearly cKoaked by the violence of" friifie. 'fdf 
^elings wefe really inexpreflible: t could adiiiit 
of no coHifoit. This, of all nay afliiflions, was 
the fevereii ; and it was rendered more pibngentj 
fey the hopes I had encouraged of Toon having the 
happinefs to fee him; and iii him all that fi fond- 
mother could wilK or expert. 

Thus did I lofe a kind fon, an indulgent friend*^ 
and an invaluable protestor, and was left deftitilte 
of comfort or fupport.— What a fucceffion ot 
OdiiBles, 4s yori hire f*n, I»te beda taj ftetwrtl 
■-'■ -Wuh, 

L.,.„«=,C(H)ylc 
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With tnuh does the king* exclaim id Hamlet, 
.''.When forrows come, theykcome not Juiglefpies,. 
f* but !n battalions." — My other Ion was in the 
Eafl-Indies, and my fears, heightened by the coa- 
fideration juH quoted, railed fuggeAions in my 
mind, that I might be at that nwmoit ehiUUfsi 
fpr as to my daughter, I did not, nor could I, 
after her behaviour fince my diflrefies have come 
ppon me, look upon her in the light of a child.; 
as ftie had ftiewn herfelf to be unnatural, and the 
true daughter of a Calcraft. I can fay, with 
Lear-f", "She has tied iharp-tooth'd unkindnefs, 
f* like a vulture, to my heart." 

My intimate companion wrote to Sir George 
Metham, to infonn, him of my deplorable fitua- 
tioD, and at the fame time to let him know that 
I had not ability to pay* the laft refped to mjr 
much-lamented Ton. , Sir George did not coode- 
Icend to anfwer her letter. I Ihoutd have wrote 
mylelf, but was unabFe, a fever having been the 
confequence of the agitation of my fpirlts; and 
when the violence abated, itbecameaninlermittent. 
As foon as I could hold a pen, I wrot^ to him 
iny&lf, requeftlng that he would enablte me to go 
into mourning; when, to my great mortification^ 

:«ilunk^AaiV,StaM5, f Kins Uar, Aft U. Sctneii.. - 
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be returned for anfwer, that it was not in hi» 
power, as his own expences called ibr all be had 
faved from the ruin of his fortune. This denial 
was the more unkind, and gave me a greater de- 
gree of pain than it otherwife would have doue, 
as the motive of my re^ueA ought to have been, 
felt as much by a father as a mother, for a fon of 
whom he had reafoo to be proud-; inilead of diHi- 
pattng his fortune and time upon diflblute cha- 
ra^ers, who make him, by all accolints, the fub- 
jeft of indecent mirth. Old age and levity will, 
always be the contempt of the thinking part of the 
world, and tbe obje£t of laughter to thofe who 
profit by their folly. 

; ! did not know what to do, or how to procure, 
the neceffaries that decency and afefllon rendered. 
(b needful. In this dilemma,. I once more applied. 
to Mr. Stacie, who kindly lent me fufficient fat 
my, equipment ;ai)d advanced me befides fome, 
money upon two portraits, which I had j.uft re-. 
«eived from Mr. Woodward's executors. Thtfe, 
portraits Mr. Willet, the attorney, had aflured 
Mr. Bromfield that I bad received four years before 
I did jeceWe them. You may judge from this 
circumQance, that my complaints againft him ace 
Dot totally without foundation: on the contrary,' 
it' 
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ft will fsfte as a tottfAiotsthrt, *«re any necrf^ 
fery, ttiOTigh in hfelf of eimfmfatii'efy trifling tttf 

{Finance, that I do riot complaia without rmt* 

■ I was advifed (6 petition the Ldtds of the' 
"frcafury, for leave r6 adftiinifter tO ttiy late Tort, 
iTpon application to Lotd Pfllrrt^trton, his Lord- 
fliip condefcended t6 wtite to (tie. ' He advifed' 
aie not to thinK d( fueh a flep, oniefs I Was ftrre 
tTiere tferfe ^^S ibfiifiiertt to anfweT tfia great 
ffoiible iiid e«|)ence which Wonld attend it. A^ 
t had rectiivea bi/ormation that Captain Metham, 
■ fiad diTpofed of his comiiiiffioh, and the purthaft*- 
money was depofited in the haiids of Tlij agent* 
Gtey dnd Ogilvfej and' that he had propofed 
«6tnlng fa England, in order to pTtrChafe ifito tb* 
gCatds; I COold not help thinking; with ftlbfCf 
Who advifed me to' adtwlrt trier, that thtrfe «!ef taitil)r" 
Wfefe efiedts in Jartaiea. And' in this 6pttti6n P 
was confirmed by the IwelKgence I had foftie t\tn& 
fiefbre reteived from Sir Geoige Methana, of htr 
ibn's having fortunately atqiirtd eig;ht thoti'fiodi 
founds, iis already' Hientioned. ' ■ ' - - 

. As t was (!6nvinCed tTiat he had notnirtg ti in- 
duce him to itlake a will, till that eventual ftrolte. 
^ fortune had taken place, I was the more in-' 
elinable 
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clinaMe'fe adminuftRr as hia mother; and tbij not 
tiiily for tli^ emolbnlents I might receive, but 
■from- X- dafir^ to- pjiy ati the debts he had com- 
tta/6^- Ssre, ttftJnerafe bis meiriory, inA, at thfc 
fame time, clear mylelf &Oni th6' heavy obligatioA 
r Mad AitJ^i^d into trirh him. 

Irtftigatad by thele motivtsi Iperfevflred in'my- 
defign, an^ aftei'fome months application', got 
"Mr. Gbodflfefli, s principal creditoi*, to intereft 
hinifelif in- it". That gentleman prevaalc^ upon 
Mi', Bfacfele, flis ittdrtiey, toentef into art engage- 
lAeriC for me at' tlie' coihtbonS, that I Ihould pa^ 
Ki far as' the aflets^ would admit, firft repaying 
"jBy'felf tlje exjiences which had' beeii incurreJ, 
"After much trouble, letters of adininiftratiea 
were granted; wfiei^, to m'y infihit!e furprife, I was 
informed by Mr. Karry, General l")alurig s fecre^ 
Vary, tTiat tBere was a will, and' of which he wouli 
leriJ me a copy. 

TTiis has put it out of my power to" ai^ uncfer 
my letters of adrtiiniflration, and confcquently 
prevented me. from taking any ileps towards pay- 
fog his debts. Befides which, ijt, fias involved me 
more than ever. The agents have refufed to give- 
nw any account ; and notwithftanding I have, for ' 
thefe three "years, repeatedly wrote to feveral 
perfoQS. 
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perfons at Jamaica, I have never been ^le to get 
any account whatfoever of the real flate of hU 
-circumftances. And I am ftill at a lofs, from the 
many different reports, to guefs whether he died ia 
cjrcuml^ances, or infolvent. 

Thus continually difappointed in all my ex- 
^eflations, the fport of fortune, and- the flave of 
jniifortune, 1 knew not which way to turn myfelf. 
However, to my no fmall fatisfAftion, his Excel- 
lency Comte Haflang about this time recovered 
./rom his late indifpofition, and promifed to renev 
Jhe little income he had allowed me. The afflic- 
tion I had undergone, had greatly impaired my 
health, but my fpirits more. Whatever afiiftance . 
I from time to time received, was devoted before 
It came into my hands. I once more applied to 
the proprietors of Covent-Garden theatre for 
tickets, which Mr. Harris kindly granted me. 
But from a miAake in the night, and an alteration 
in his play, his kindnefs had not the deCred effed. 
I received, indeed, twenty guineas from Mrs. 
Armftead for a box ; and what adds to the obliga- 
tion is, that I have not the pleafure of knowing 
"her pcrfonally, though 1 have reafon to be well 
acquainted with her liberal heart. At this period 
Comte Haflang had a relapfe, which gave me great 
aneaHnefs. 
' ' , Evory 
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Every thing now feemed to tend to augment 
my diflrefles and unhappinefs. — No fooner did a 
nfw hope of extrication from my difficulties fpring 
Vp, thsn it evaporated, and Ihewed that it had 
oiily been an empty bubble. — Every friendly twig 
that preferited itfelf, and feemed to promife relief, 
ftroke on the firft prelTure, and I found myfelf 
rapidly hurried away by the tide of misfortune.—' 
Thefe obfervations recal to my memory a faying 
of my dear mother's, which I will give you, and 
with it conclude my letter. She uled to lell me, 
when I w"ds in very different circumftances froni 
what I am at prefent, that Fortune had knocked 
lo often at iny door, and fo often been denied ad- 
mittance, that 0ie much feared the fickle dame 
would fend an ugly relation of hers to coll upoa 
me, 3 Afi/s of her name; who, when fhe cami^ 
would be fo bold an intruder that fhe would 
Bot take a denial. I have woefully experi- 
enced her alTertion. AR/J-fortune has, indeed^ 
called upon me, nor could I (hut the door againfl 
her.^ — She has not only been a vifitor, but is be- 
come an inmate with nie. — And I have been 
obliged, forely againft my inclination, to keep tliii 
maiden lady company. 

. C.A.&. 

. . LETTER 
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'4- HE failure of what was -promjfed mc as aj 
fupfort tUl my< affairs wwe fettled* o^d which £ 
depended upon, but wl^ich was again put a flop to- 
by Comte Haflang's relapfe, ftiil left me inv<dved, 
I immediately leflened, my expence, .and removed- 
to. a ehiap l(»Jg^ns> which % had formerly occu- 
pied^ till I opuld afibrd a better fitualion., ; 
i, In order to ^xomrate myfelf ffoto dejbt, I ac- 
cepted of a propofal made^ me by Mr. Woodward'^ 
brother^ of di%oCgg. of, the money i;) the three' 
jpr cent, eonfols^ the jjitereft of which he. was t^. 
receive for his life. What made hispropofal feem. 
the more, eligible, w:is, that Mr. "Willec had re^' 
|)eatedly aJttiM-ed us, tliat if we filed an-'amicahle 
bill for this purpofe^ ,he woAiId by no means 
«ppofe it. 

We accordingly brought the re^uefl. before tb(; 
Jiarons of the Excheq.uer; and as we concluded 
there would Be np oppofition from the executor's, 
attorney, we did not retain cpunfel to fliew caufe*. 
Wid fet forth the reafons of otir petition, fiut, ta- 
the perfeit amazement of the folicitor employed- 
, by. 
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ty Mr. Waodward hbA p>yf.tlf, Mr- WiU« vkd 
every ai^m^t ia-his power >3 pcev^pt the bill 
freijn .pacing. He affiir^ ib^ court, tlifit tlo 
petition was contrary to the- letter imd iatisnt qf 
the will; which was tneant bo tie roe lap, & sa to 
preijaat rae from gartu^ with tiw laafl -little of 
what wjls bequeathed neg-asthe felbtor wHhed tf> 
guacd qgaioft my extcawagance, of which heh^ 
4he ^greateft r^iprehenfions, Upoa this the'biJJL' 
«VK difnaUIed. , 

What could occafion liich an alteration in Mr4 
Wilkt-'B fentiments, -and ,«KcUe him to fuch a 
wraneon piece of cruelty, I am At aloCs to deter< 
mine ;-tulcf} it vnas the fear of heii^ obliged to' 
,<orae ton ngular account, which it feems our fo- 
iictter had at the fame time prayed for, and ho 
muft have fubmitted to, had oar petition becA 
gcanted'; or e tie that he might harve the {deafurs 
4ff- expending a little more of the. money whkh 
iwas bequeathed me, upon another law-fuit, to 
Jiis.owncmolainent. Jftut this was df a piece 
with the reft, of his xvndaf):; and will, I truft, 
meat, ere long, with the cenfure dt defcrves* 
The cojsfe^vences of this uaetpe^e4.-difapfK^t- 
oienttwew, thatj .bacam^/niore^Ofply iavolvnd* 
-Mid was sbliged in .my.turn tor dibppQint .fevorat 
, , . I was 
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I was indebted to. For fo certain was I of meet-' 
ing with no obftrufiion to tlie fuit, that I hiid 
promifed to pay feveral fums I had been necef- 
litated to obtain credit for. 

From thefe accumulated circum fiances, my 
(Kftrefs was become fo urgent, that notwlthftanding 
the refolutions I had made, not to trouhle his 
excellency any more, I found myfelf obliged to 
apply again to Comte Hailang. The indelicacy 
of the meafure, I acknowledge, hurt me much; 
«s I had every reafan to fuppofe, the generofity 
of his excellency would have prevented any fo- 
licitation, had it been convenient ; for nature had 
bleft him with the moft liberal fehtiments, fuch, 
indeed, as often involved him in very great diffi- 
culties. And as ! had no reafon to doubt his 
friendfiiip, after fuch repeated inllances of it as 
he had- ftiown me, cruel. necefEty cou}d alone 
hxve forced me- to obtnide my diArefs again upon 
him, 

: Friend/hip with women, is faid to be filler i«, 
love. You may, therefore, or at leaft tJie world 
might, be induced to fuppofe-. it :was a kind of 
frientyhtp, which is fo nearly-a-kin to love, thai 
fiU>fifted between the Comte arid iByfelf. But it 
-» jny boaft> and upon r«fie£iioii a fputice of hap« 
'-■■ ■ pioefs 



O. Av B'EI/fiA.MVt tI9 

pineTs to me, amidft the cenfures that have been 
pafl*ed upoa my conduct, that I have been bleil 
with the dtpnierifttd friendfliip of fome of tho 
moft confpicuous and fliining cbaraders which 
luve appeared in the fenate, the cabinet, thednw- 
ing-room, and the green-room. ^ 

And this enviable dlflini^on, Jean only im- 
pute to my invariable fincerity and philanthropy % 
together with my never afTuming any fuperiority 
of undefftonding — a vanity that two many fe- 
males are apt to indulge, when they happen to 
have tolerable talents joined to reading; and 
more particularly, fo, if they are gifted with re-' 
tention.— 3y not laying claim to praife) every 
little fally of mine had ten times the elFe£t it 
would have had, if I had let myfelf up ether as 
a wit, or a woman of literature and iinderAand> 
ing. 

Pardon the feeming egotifm of this declaim* 
tion ; it does not, I afliire you, proceed troni 
vanity, l>ut from a defire to coavey to my fair 
country-women my ideas on this fubjeft.-^They 
may be alltired, that a modeft difHdehce will give 
a luftre to their accorapIiDiments, which the moft 
ofientatioiis difplaFyof them cannot do.-^The left 
{detentions oui* fex make'to a fuperiority of ta- 
lents 
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Imin sod underftnn^ng, lb miK4i '&ii greater 
friU'be the i-efpctk -and adrntratioa l)eftowed ap> 
Ml tbciD) by Atofe who have &e midoUbted fupe^ 

• The -next day, bring Sunday, I went to Goldcn- 
Si]uare,and had the infinite plealiire to fee the 
Cointefo ferTCcovwed, as to be able to attend 
tdtvinc krvicc itk -the chapel, where he 'had not 
been for £>nie months. After his Excellence fe- 
4urned from chapel, I had the happinefs of hear- 
ing from hiin, that hie health was wholly fc 
eftablilhed, and that he had not been jb w^ 
for the lafi thirty years. He thea toH roe, that 
hepropiofed doing me the honour -of a vi£t Very 
fooa, and defired I would f^id my fervant, the 
Thu^fday followii^, for u.anfner to the applica- 
tion I had made to hiin> To whidi lie was 
pleafed to add, that it gave him very great ctxi~ 
-cecn'to.luve fijfiered-Bie to renind'hiD jiif his 
promife. 

I was moll: Cncerely happy, at the Comt^'s re- 
'^overy, as I was not -only attached to him ifj 
pbligfUtjcwS] .and a feries of maay years .pmf^SeA 
iflendlhip, but had .a. very.. great poE^iU. s^?i6t. 
and regard for him. And.Ifiult fwi addit^pal 
&tia£a<9iQn'^j;)(^ tlu>QCfafi«n»wh^n.Z«pii^dered* 
that 
4 
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that I Ihould be at once able to pay the demands 
I was pfiefled for, and have bejides fome little in* 
come CO fupport me, till fuch time as my. afiairs 
were fettled ; when I Should no longer be obli* 
ged to intrude upon .the generofity of a frieody 
who had givea me fuch repeated proofs of his 
munificence. 

According to his Excellency's appointment, my 
little faithful maid, exa^ly at twelve, tripped 
away to Golden-Square, with a certainty of my 
wilhes being gratified : and with the pleafing hope 
of feeing her old friend and patron, who had al- 
ways been particularly partial to her. And I 
myfeJf was fo very fare of receiving the relief I 
expefted, that I infilled upon a female intimate^ 
who was juJl come to town, ft'aying dinner.— But 
how could I think of expedlations being fulfilled 
in this world of uncertainty ! — I who had fo oftea 
experienced difappointnwnts^ 

Wh^ my mefleng€t-;iftturned, I eagerly held 
out my hand to recfjg^ the anfwer I doubted not 
but Ihe had brought. When inftead of delivering^ 
me the wifiied-for bounty, Ihe exclaimed, " there is 
*' no anfwer ; you have now loll your only friend ; 
" the Comte is dead." Thunderftruck at fuch an 
unexpefled piece of intelligence, I could not crc- 
VoL. V. G , dit 
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dit what I h«ard. I therdbre tnnns£ate1y rri 
with all f^Md to hia houfe, wh«rei to tnf in«c- 
preffiWe grief, I found the informMion too true. 
The deftri>7ing angel bad adminiftcfred the three 
fatal drops the day before. **. " ' 

■ As there was fomething very lingular in 'this 
nobleman's death, which happened fuddenly and 
unexpededly, after his olmoft miraculous reco- 
very, I think you will not be dirpleafed with 
the recital. After I had taken my leave of the 
Comte on the Sunday, he ordered his chariot 
that he might pay a few vifits, in part of 
the numbdrlefs ones he was, through his long 
indifpofitiDn, indebted. It beinga veryfaleak day, 
f6me of the domeftics requefted his Excellency 
to potlpone his intention tiH the weather was 
itiilder ; but he perfifted in his defign, alledging, 

* The indent tt ncU as (otnt tno4tmJewi miintalo, that tlw ex. 
termiiiatiai Angel, u fbaa- « the Lard has given conunil&oa for the 
deach of any paioa, hovvrl over the head of the deRiDcd mortal with 
■ fword in hil bind, at the pdnt of which hangs three diopi of galL 
The «t4«a hahalding dii» terrifylns prepiraci»ni being (uddenly rfif. 
'i)Uijred)OpeiM.hiantoulb;, wben the /ngtl of Death adminiilio^Cbc 
{atal un^iOH) which hat the fbUoviulj, tStG : tl)e Aift drop dqirivei 
him of life 1 ihfc feoond occafion> a.lin4 paleneft ; and the ihird rs- 
ditces theCadarre to duft in the grave. Calmut DilTen, Itir It De- 
hke det'Annee* fit Sannacb. 

that 
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&ai. U mould (cuedy hefoBibk for htm xa te~. 

■ turn all his ceremonious yifiU of tltaqj|£ b^fif- 

Me accMdinglf fiit ofi*. But in hU famri one' 
of l;li« hot(«s fatltag, he was obUged to let down 
theglsflei of his urriagc tiitt ths creatw^ couJd 
be got 1^1. To. do this took fome coiilld^rabl« 
time ; during vihidi* tbn OAftorl'y wind ^^w di- 
veSHy ia hit I^rdAup's face; a ciicucfAance, 
vhich w»s iiire to be attended nith f^ttal t^nfe- 
qaeaoei. tb a perlbn who had sot been 91ft of his 
room £» many n)onths> qod was ju^ft recovered 
from a coqaplaipt, fo inveterate and dangerous^ 
as to make bis reAoiatipn almofl a miracle. 

^t nfgh^ be compIaii\ed of cold. The next 
day- he was ieeuiingly l^t^ter. But the following, 
the ieatk warrant was a^ounced ; and I am in- 
credibly informed, that infiead of his being per- 
mitted to breathe out his laft refpirations in peace, 
he was tjiei^ed into .figning a wilt to the prejudice 
of his fon, the prefent Comt^ who is an honour 
to his coaotry, and of whom I have often beard 
bis bther (gaak in the moil afie^ionate terms ; 
"declaring, thai he was the beil of cjiildren, 
and that be efteemed himfelf much obliged 
to him ; but, as a mark of parental afie£Uon, it 
G 2 certainly 
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certainly wonltt have been pleaiing to {o good 2 

mind as he ii bleft with. . 

The young Baron, the Comte's executor aitd 
beir, fufiered himfelf to be totally guided by the 
perfons about him ; as by all accounts he is. po- 
lite and of a good difpofition. Thefe endov- 
ments, indeed, generally ttifder the pofleilbrt 
more liable to the inpofitions of defigning per- 
fons. In confequence of this, many indecencies 
were fhown to the poor remains of this venerable 
member of the corft diphmaiique, as welt as to his 
chaplains-and his old domeftics; The fiift were 
gentlemen of exemplary piety^ found le»-ntng> 
and of orthodox princifdes : bnt the chaplain wh» 
was introduced over their heads, braved to them 
with fuch unmannerly arrogance, as would have 
been illil>eral in the higheft degree, if fliown even 
to infolent lackeys. 

This behaviour foon obliged them to quit the 
chapel; and would have been the means of its 
being totally deferred had it not been for the 
timely arrivul of that juftly celebrated iHJh lu- 
minary, Father O'Leary ; whbfe patriotic feoti- 
nients, united to his unaffe£led piety, have done 
almoft as much good, as the ignorance and blun- 
ders of maoy of his countrymen have been |M'o- 
dudive 

" - C.H,sk 
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■diiftiT* of -tnifebief. I nould here again Temvlc, 
as I thiak I have done once before upon a funilv 
eccafioo, that I would not wUh to throw a fgUko* 

.ral odhim upon the Catholic clergyofltchiTid 
b^ thefe ftiifturei. I make no doubt but thftre 
are many as goodj though few at ceofpicuous as 
the gentleman I have '^juft mentioned. And I 

jnuft repeat, that it is 'wWi great pleafhre' I rectrf- 
!eil, that I fonnerly had the happinefs of know- 
ing Mr. Richardfon and Mr. Archer, 'who were- 
likewife patterns of piety and learning, and were > 
an'hbnour to the tenets they pr^^^ed. '' 

As to the remains of my much refpeQed friend, 
inftead of having the honours paid him which 
were due to his dignity and high rank, he was de- 
polited in the common burial ground of St. Pan- 
eras ; and for many months without even a fton^ 
or any memorial to point out where he lay. This 
degrading treatment afiefted me the mor^ at hit 
Excellency had fliown much diflkCitfafKon at 
his old houfekeepet's being buried in dnt place. 
He tixprtffied himfelf with fome afperitj upon the 
occasion, faying, " I would pay mote refpefl to 
« the remains of a dog that I valued." And it 
was not without great difficulty, he could be 

'brought to confent to her intennent there, even 
G 3 when 
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irheh 1* lifas infennta-if Wj hy ter •dWn ■«- 
pfeft dfellrft. Poor mm! whac wiMlj he havt 
■ftififet-idjHJaft'W Re b« IWVe kfiffftm "that his <ywfi 
-'oartMy rtaiiSne \t6iM be Tl^t^ted in a place to 
<frhid>Hl! tetd (b gft« A 'iiQike t U M tTae, that 
'* <* rite mtaii and mlgHtT, itittii^iagetiwr^ hxve 
"onfe duft'j y« ReVeneiCT:, the AngcI of the 
^ worfd, dbth moke- dMandiwi of place 'twixt 
ht^ hild km." 

- AU his digntlie^ aAi ItonoaFS couM not fecure 
him from repeecal in(ukfl< For in- addition to 
the foregoti%) n siia^iOt whom be b^ difmifiet^ 
ted Alio liftd pt^lioly »Srom«d h^ Jntlttiding 
■bh vthakykatiljii- vra* immedidKly lent Yor/ to fiQ 
up (Ml* of the vatiulCies. 

I hare, dwelt, much lAiigef upon this Aibje^ 
^n »tbecwife I IhoitM b&ve donts ^aS tl^ evep^ 
lus ocpafioHedgcOftt -farpri^ aad iBucb caqqiry. 
<Alid tbougH (te ntp^ i bev tbe memory ef fo 
worthy^'^BMnj and fo good a friend> mi|;ht be 
(uppofcdriti}. make me partial, I con truly affirm, 
that I hav^ recited the circutnftaac^s of his dif- 
rerpe£tful .treatem^nt, and unfcemly exit from 
the ftage of life, aker he had trod it fo long, 
and in fo irreproachable a manner, without the 

* Cfinbeline, A& IV. Scene 4> 
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'IeaA'«ugg8ratian. Indeed, I have meniieiied it 
with far more lenity than th6 fuhjeft deferves. 

The accumulated misfortunes, by which I was 
now overwhelmed, made me aimoft defpair of ever 
conquering them. But upon my going to hear 
the Comte's funeral fcrvice, it was fo pcrfc^ly 
and awfully performed by two of his Lurifhi^s 
tmn Chaplain^s, that, flrutik with reverence and 
fdbmiflion, i found myfelf enabled, by divine 
ProvidencWj'to bear whatever might happen, with 
-fbrtitatle and rpAgnatUm* 

1 So totally Wfts 1 immcrfed in thofe thou^^s 
•*ph!chthe ftildmn ftene ^exok«d, that 1 did not 
obferve fhat the -pe\^ of the d»c«afed was filiad 
-^(h ladies ; an indeliGiK:y that wm remarked even 
^rj'Htic Grangers, wh«m curiofity had led to fee . 
tBfe eSr^nbby. It ceAailily. would have greatly- 
added to the folemnity, had his ieas. beefi left i^ 
•^mt ; at the Rgist of fkt congreg;at^n wauld 
4ia^e'rtK«ived >no little auginentatian, item twii- 
'Ing toward!! it -the brin^t eye, and mifliiig the 
bobte oWoer, who folate^ s* the Sunday be^re 
•hod-graoei'it. : ' ' 

My forrow at the recolfeaioa of the lofs €& 

this .good friend is ftill fo lively, that had I not 

reached ^u ufual length of my dettta?, I ihouU 

G 4 here 
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here be obliged to' lay down'my pen and cooclade 

this. i 

G. A. B, 
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Mvch 13, 17—. 

J N the' diHrefsful cmbanaflinent to which I ww 
now reduced, 1 advertifed for a place as houfe7. 
Jteeper, or attendant lipoq anelderly lady orgfiotic^ 
man. Ai I ha4 been accuflomed to a fick-room, 
was' naturally tender to thofe who are iudifpofedy 
and had acquired much experience from the ill- 
Defies of feveral of my friends, as related, I flat- 
tered myfelf I fhoold not fail to pleafe whoever 
ihould honour me with the acceptance of my 
^fered fcrvice. 

As 1 ililt ret^uned the name of Weft, I im:b- 
gined that my having been formerly upon the 
ftage, as well as the charafter for extrav^ance 
which had been imputed to me, would not prove 
an impediment to my fcheme : and if it Ihould 
afterwards be found out, I trufted, that my utility, 
and unremitted attention in my new einploymeat> 
would eodear me fo mud^ that it would rather 
bo 
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be a circamftaoce in my favour than dis&Tonr. So 
fanguine was I of meeting with fuccefs in this 
application, that all my thoughts were employed 
in forming an , under-plot to my piece ; which 
was to introduci; my partner in misfortune (to 
whom I was now confiderably indebted) into a 
£milar Gtuation. But to our very great mortifi- 
cation, though I frequently repeated the advertife- 
ment, to the vifible decreafc of my nearly ejt- 
hauHed finances, I found I had nothing to hope 
ftom my new adopted fcheme. Not a foul ever 
enquired after the advertifer, notwithftanding flie 
could have rendered herfelf fo lerviceable. 

So much do the news-papers now abound with 
offered fervices of this kind, that I believe the 
greateft part of them meet wkfi the fame fate mine 
did. They, indeed, anfwer more than one good 
purpofe ; fiar in the firft place they tend to the 
increafe of his Majefty's revenue, and in the next, 
to the emoluments of the proprietors of the pa- 
pers: though this afibrds very little confolatioii to 
the poor wretches who embark their laft Ihilling 
upon the uncertain adventare. 

About this timC) I renewed an intimacy which 

had formerly fubfifted between Mrs. Greville and 

myfcif ; a lady whom my mother had known, 

G 5 and 
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and been partial to from axhild, Tliis lady had 
been rendered unfortunate by her uiiion with i 
man that treated her with the gieateft harbarity. 
She had endeavoured, by the moil unremitted in- 
duftry, to manage a trifling income left by her 
fifter Lady Diemar. For, notwithftanding her 
theatrical talents are univerfally allowed, from 
fome ilrange circufnftances, Ihe haij Been unem- 
ployed for feveral feafons. It is a oiyfiery t 
could never unrayel, why this la^y Ihould be 
thrown hy, while others, with not half her merits 
have engagements. The goodnefs of her heart 
prevailed over her fcanty clrcuihflances, a'n3 /He 
chearfuUy o&ried me the tittle aiTiAahce Die cbiild 
Jpare. But as it niufl be fuppofed from what I 
have faid, that it could oiil'y "be a temporary re- 
lief, and given at di&ereiit time's ft colild hot 
extricate me from my difficulties. 

I wrote to India to my fon and nephew, but 
no anfwers could be expeflcd from tTiem tor twa 
or three years ; and how to fubfift Was the la- 
bour of my thoughts, My maid was my greateft 
unhappinefs ; for as to myfel^ I had now ac- 
quired a perfeil indiiferencc to whatever might 
befal mc; and my mind was more Calm than it 
had ever been fince nfy early days. This fere- 
nity 
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Bity wfe^'a 'Hefcng -I'liad n6t nrperienced during 
tike Autiy yMrs I trad paflitd i^Mt; abdi^^rion,' 

At the -concfiiflen of Ae%Blon,-a gerilleHiMi, 
■^rtlo -poftfle* tfie ' BKJft «rtstflve fhilanthrepy, 
'Mid -to ffhtMta I-o^tre i^peMed «UigationB> epmed 
~a>fiAr{cripH6rt 4irf^ X 'Sttidkefs ; iut (he-funl- 
mer fceihg tte'inUtlll aflVasc^, -aixl -flieft of Ale 
■BieMbers -gone iHW'fl* eouritry, k'diB'twt f««**l 
cquo! to Iiis kind intetltiMu. The mooey Iri&ng 
-Amn k '^s ilaMtf AflBeie&t to '^ a dtMrand 
ItluJh la 'fe^rt ^crtHitor -faai Jfo«Cl ^me ifop; 'land 
-«Fbat added to'fhe «Riet(y, ^i^'h'M iMiWiil^g tiMT- 
4ke lUbt wx8'MtdfMny.cMiraAiMf^ 

'ni* lt)bfcri{Xion, 'Juiterot, <«tai .|imdui%n <aS 
tti ' aiore 'fbmmate eireumftaaCe ' rihui the 'futn t^- 
•teavtA ok it afui^ b .peribn, -Mfao hdongs to Sbe- 
«lnb, of my- difiiefs, which ^=fa>d soniy iii^ly^ 
hniid <df irfim a ifemate frkad'of ttAxi arid I- 
vonwDt liiAcidtitJ^ itf^r^'ffly Ignltteiie 'Oritur 
<npeacid JaJIHlanoa It is teith<>tbe maooft -^oAr 
cnlty I can to far fupprefs my gra(flfi>l ffqfAtioav 
0s-to lieep'thwB ften. 'breaking ^o^t into>pi4>l>c 
aekafmhi^amin |er -fo fim;ular aa kvCtance a|f 
,lwnevolniM4 b»^ 1 ohey tne ii^undion,. tho^g|^ 
with relridkncc. The 'COaftiou^ls of goSEe^^ 
«miad >fo'«|il(t)4«d»-and.che'i4eaiurc» whkli flpw 
G 4 . 'Uqan 
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fnm ads of beneficence will be his reward; and 
I ihall never forget, that he ii a flunbtg pattern 
of the moft aolimited and exalted humanity. 

About this time my patron went abroad ; but 
before he Itfi England, he offered me his farther 
affiftance. I, howevw, decliiwd ths ofier, feelit^ 
myfelf ahready too rauch obliged ; and haying 
Come reafon to £ear his g«ieiofity would orer- 
leap dte bounds of prud^Me. 

And I, in order to keep pace with hie fenti^ 
mcnta, at this jun^ure, feU into a very great in- 
.convenioic^ through the high optnion I enter- 
tained of an artful woman, and the confidence Z 
:placed in her. So great Was my folly upon the 
occafion, that I blaOi at the rectJle^on of it, and 
-am even afliamed to mentitm it. And this at a 
time when experience ought to have taught me 
«0' be careful ; 'and after the mileries I hadfi^ered 
ituongh-tfaie. duplicity of otbers,' to be upon my 
^ard againft the falfe pretenfions of thofif who 
•ddlMnd'to art. ' 

-■'Upon my<' retnmmg home' one- day from a 
ftiehdi' whota Ilt^ beert to inform of my fitua- 
tton; and as I was lAdbl^g my KSeQioatoA 
my folly; on the years I'had -lived; atid on wkat 
I ought-to have attained,''a ftaowlcdge -of the 
■ " ' ' world ; 



„,.,lc 



G. A. BELLAMY. 13.3 

' v<»lil ; I Was informed that h young gentlemaa, 
whofe name was NaJh; had called, and was very 
deHrous to fee me. As I was not at home> he 
left a note from Counfellor Murphy of LiocohiV 
Lin, the purport of which was, that the execptori 
«f Mr. Davy, to whom I had difpofed of my an- 
nuity, had got a report in our favour againft the 
executors of Mr. Calcraft; and if I had not dif- 
pofed of the furplus of it, he would undertake to 
get that, and the arrears alfo for me. 

As I had long fince given up all thoughts of 
fnch an event, the deeds not being in my poflef- 
lion, I could not fail of bring much pleafed with 
the account. The only voudier I had to ihow, 
was the counter-part which Mr. Calcraft had 
fent to Ireland, as before related. I had, indee<^ 
requefted Mr. Townly Ward, of Henrietta-Areet, 
to .meet the attorney who adled for Mr. Pavy'? 
executors, to confult what could be done in the 
a^r ; but I imagine, that, through hurry of bufi- 
ne& my requeft flipped his memory. I had applied 
to this gentleman, as he might be fuppofed t{i 
knov more of Mr. Calcraft's cir^mftances than 
any other perfon, from having been Mrs. CalcraftV 
icJicitor, and had gained her caufe. ' And^ exclu- 
five of thefe motives, I was induced to make ap- 
plication 
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^Ucatt«n-to'ltWn^ iKln the gmt o^naton I hold «f 
lis 'attttHin «nd -reSimik tn his >rofefit6ti, adfi^id 
%o pecuniary fevonrs. But hearing notliihg froti] 
■Mr. Ward, I tetfkcd opbn the affair ss tbtuily Idft; 
ilie ftrti^ile - mM ptelii^e -vrtiich the 4dttiillg<tioe 
■gave raelrtls confcq«ently the greater. - 

■i hnmediatdy -waHeflon Mr. Motpiiy; nhil'fe 
apprefterffWe Was I of its being otwctf 'rtrjr tiftril' 
Mattering >»5(A/7i^j, that I hdlf doubted my'fenfisi. 
That gentlenlan defirfed I Wouldgo to Mr.'Pricsy 
^ Saltfcrs-iH;^, 4rHo w^iai»quiaiHt ihe'vTiAi^h& 
'y^tae proceft. 1 dii«£Hy fi^ <^, and '^^tid fSt. 
Wafli, the Aief -rfleit, who infdArietf riie^fffet it'wtt- 
ileceffary -to iiiafe ^ ^aas^it. ' 

This tras rendered needM, 'hy tmt op^rftnft. 
fining produced receipts of mine which 1 conl^ 
not'haye ^iven. Tot -lilr.'G^craft nevw -Worfft 
ToceiTcany receipts iipOn account -of (he antwriiy, 
^t having bete in !a'Aaft:-ef Htig^t{tih4!»oilQ the&ft 
Itottr it «as'<i1»BDM. He always ^e^g^, iiOt'-it 
'was iheant iu B-.ptt>Ttfion for myfelf andithe'c^ft 
4 was then -Regnant wkh, at i!be«itnB4t 'vnak 
. ^IKtled upbn '^Rh^e. Surnig the «hirie >peirfod ( 
%^idft& in Mr. CsdocaAVKoufe, fo fv wss'I^raUfr 
itidiciag any damand irf'tbeMiRuity, ithat-I never 
-read tlwds^ nei ^eard it .twdt^'tUn-bowow^ 
the- 
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the inoney TTpdh ft. An4 ti^'t'hfe ocrafidn I 
was greatly furprifed to find, th« 'thie^eiralty of 
flie tdhd, itiftfed ttf britig Airl()r«hobfahd tiAands, 
as I belfevtd It tb'fie, Wlis bttly^fift (*i* tftbiifahd; 
Bat it the thtoe this dffcctety Was ttAde, 1 Twd 
difcovered alfo, that a cohtraSl of ntueh Renter- 
. importanoe fo me Vas invalid; -and deTpifed flie 
giver <rf both tot) much, eten to reproach him. 
Had fach rtceipts teen aiftially g^Ven, he* would 
cerrainlyhaveproducfedtbemtbyoungMr.Sttibbs; 
his then attorney, as well as thfe ^general rele^ 
now in his jpdle'flion, which TrtS -given a&'a receipt 
to flop tfie procefs "<qptnttiehced for the remainder 
«f niy cliattiorids. 

'E-ai ndtwlthilandmg the "mailer's report, no 
money has been paid ; and I have lately been in- 
formed that liotliing can be received, till the- 
whole of "Mr. Calcraft's aftairs are fettled.' This 
the executors do not, as 1 have already faid; {pem 
m hnfl'e to do; and t1ie a^r may not be con- 
cloded till long after 'I 'afa a ^riey for worms. 
Nor have I any hopes from tlie claiAise^ gratitude^ 
however well-founded mine ihighl'be. But if the 
Lucas family would pleafe to tecolled^ they muft 
tnow, that but for ihy mediation, MV.'Calcraft 
ivouM 
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would not exfily have been reconciled to his fitter 
after her marriage. 

Not that I would be thoaght to inlinuate, that 
Mr. Lucas was not more than equal to an alliance 
with this great man; who was fo exceeding gene- 
rous aa to allow Mifs Calcraft the fum of fifty 
pounds ayear for her maintenance; a very fcanty 
pittance indeed, to make the appearance of a gentle- 
woman. They will further pleafe to remember^ 
that after the reconciliation which I then brought 
about, Mr. Calcraft got Iiis brother-in-Jaw a lucra- 
tive place in the revenue ; and likewJfe at bis death> 
left great part of his eftate to bis flAe^and her 
heirs; upon condition, as I am informed, they 
take upon them the refpeftable name of Cal- 
craft. 

I had undoubtedly every claim to te{pe£t from 
the Lucas family, as I was more than a lifter to 
Mifs Calcraft, as well as to the general. The 
latter, indeed, always treated me as fuch. But 
where good-will is wanting, humanity fieeps. 
And Mr. Lucas may, as well as others^have been 
imprefled with ideas to my dlfadvant^e. At the 
fame ^me I flatter myfelf, when he is ac<}uainted 
with- the real faBs^ he will be led to pny rather 
than khftu me : and in confequence, be induced to 
expedite ■ 
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.expedite tlie payinent of what I am a claimant for. 
When he has read the foregoing letters, I flatter 
myfelf he will conGder that at but a roiall return^ 
for my not onljr giving up a much more valuable 
confideration, but for my being alfo made mife- 
rable, fay being a deceived flave for years to one, 
for whom, notwithftanding I once profefled an 
■e&e&m, I never did or could love* 

I thought myfelf happy in the profpeA of the 
before-mentioned trifling addition to a finall pen- 
Itb'ti Mr; ' Jenkittfon ' had granted me, upon mj 
application, in confequence of the (feath of my 
ion. I foon after had a remittance from abroad^ 
which enabled me to repay the greateft pan of 
what my worthy preferver had affifted me with. 
This I was the more anxious to do, for many 
reafons; but the ftrongefl was, from being in- 
formed that he had occafion for the money. 
Being about this time Ukewife prefled for part of a 
debt, which I had entered into an eng^ement ta 
pay, upon account of my ever-regretted fon, I 
parted with every guinea I was pofleffed of, and 
left myfelf, once more, pennylefs. 

As I had every reafon to pique myfelf upon the 

partiality her Grace of Bolton had for me, and 

relying upon that goodnefs and humanity which 

mark 
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mart all her aSiom, 1 tocA, the liberty to «c- 
'quaint h«r Grace with my diilrsfs; and by tKc 
return of tKe p6(V, I received a letter, with a draft 
incloled, upon her banker, Thoogh my indigence 
■was g;rea!er thaft can be e^refled, yet believe 
me when I afiirni, that I was made more happy 
hy„the recei[it of her Grace's elegant - epillle^ 
than I was by the neceflary gift which accom- 
panied it. ' 
There is a tnaarmr in conferring an obli^tioa 
(m i have already obferved) ffhlt* doiSWy ei- 
hancei tbevalae of iti As aiproof ofihit, I IbaU 
tt^ leave tQ.trao&Tibe,'^for. y«ttr p9n(»lt la letter 
i'KKcivedtionn imtiiaeo, from tb« ti^ vrorthf 
of benefitftoet. 

." MApAM, .-..,. 

** X AM i;iucb concerned to hear yop flill labour 
<* under ai^ dJJGculties. ., If it did not found 
*' cruel, r lliould almoft be lenipted to fay, 1 was 
*' happy in the opportunity of being of fervJcfl 
'* to you. 

" 1 have enclofed, a draft ' for ono hundred 

** pounds, which I beg your acceptance of, and 

' " (hat you will iiever thjjit of retUTning the fame, 

" I hope it ^UI in foiD« meafur-e relieve your 

<' mind. 
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" mln4, which will more than repay me. If, 
* upon any future occaliooj I can he of fervios, 
' I beg you will command ute^ lit the alTurwcr) 
' that I cannot feel ,a greater pleafpre, than in 
' giving safe to a heart like youri. And am, 
' with the greateft efleem, 

" Your obedient humble lervant« 



Had a youthful beqtUy received fuch a flattering 
epiflle, vanity wouIJj. moft probably, have mif- 
•conftjiied'it .into a billet-doux; but few fach, J 
jfear, are written to a perfon pf a certain tg&. la- 
^de^d, I ieif- thsre qre few fuch jmen; anH, for the 
honour of the age, I wifli I wa^-psrmitted to tnfei^ 
Kita name; but Z am coaunanded, and I muA 
nhe/f,- How.-exa^ly^does the following paflage^ 
llii which Sh^hefp^^ has fo truly defcribed the 
■plfiftlfts of benefeenoay feem -to correfponfl 
•nitJk ih9. ientieientt cdntaitiod in tlie fon^oiag 
JctterJ . . 

" Oh, you Gods ! (think I) what need we hatf 
*' any friends, if we ihould never have need of 
*' themf (they would moft referable fweet ioftju- 
" ments hung up in cafes, that keep their founds 

» Timoil of Atfwns, AS I. Seme j. 
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** to ihemfelves. Why, I have oftea wilhed my- 
** felf poorer, that I might come nearer to you: we 
'* were born to do benefits. And what better or 
■ " properer can we call oOr own, than the riches 
<* of our frtdnds? O! what a precious comfort 'trs 
*• to have fo many, like brothers, commanding 
" one another's fortunes T' — ^Real, difinterelled 
friendfliip, is the rara avis of this age ; and to me, 
the writer of the foregoing letter appears to be 
the phoenix. There may be, however, I make no 
^ doubt, many of the fame generous dilpolltion; 
but as I have outlived all my other friends, auj} 
have had more than came to my fiiare, or than I 
merited, I ought to be Aankfiil that I reoun the 
good wilhes of eiu. 

Having given you the . letter of a fenfible and 
liberal friend, I cannot refill the temptation o£ 
fending yoa, by way of contraft, the beginning of 
one containing a decWation of love, which I re- 
ceived from a noble Ix>rd, upon my return from 
Ireland : and this I Ihall do verbatim^ to »dd to 
the Ungularity of it. 

« MY DEAR ANGLE, 

"I HATE Dot capcity to tell yoa ho m'Ouch J 
•• low you." 

This Ibort fpecimcn, t think, will (ijffice to let 

joo into the merits of the elegant eptftle it is 

taken 

. - C.H,S|C 



Gi A. BELLAMY. I4I 

taken from; the whole of which (and it was a 
long one) was written in the fame learned Ayle, 
and fpelt agreeable to the rules of the fame kind 
of orthography. As I can fay with MiUamont^ 
** that an illiterate man is my averlion," had I 
been inclined to gallantry, his Lordihip's curious 
letter would have barred his fuccefs. 
' How comes it that ignorance is more confpi- 
cuous In a man than in a woman ^ As drinking 
and fwearing, though dreadful vices in themfelves^ 
appear more horrid in the latter than the former. 
This obfervation tempts me to proceed a little 
farther on the fame topic. When once a woman 
divefls herfelf of that delicacy and foftnefs *hich 
is one of the nioH dillinguilhed adornments of 
the female charafler, the debafes herfelf into a 
brute; and having thus loft ail claim to the name 
of a human being, (he is looked upon with horror 
and contempt, by even the moft difiblute of the 
other fcx. 

I have often thought, that the legiflature ought 
to interfere upon this occafion, and tnad fome 
law to exclude fucb unhappy wretches from fo- 
ciety. For as precept is lefs powerful than ex- 
ample, youth and ignorance are often deluded by 
them; as, in general^ they with to make others as 
abandoned 
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abuidoneil at tliem&lves. Not that i wiili. my 
loved coutitrywDmeii to be tieddowatothefevere- 
Eulea of the Lacedsmonian ladies. I would only 
i£coniinenil them to joia the fortitude, patience 
and courage of a RcHnan matron* to the beauty, 
good fenfe, brilliancy of nit, and delicacy of an 
Englilh woman. 

Methiaks I hear you here exclaim, '< You are 
** a very, proper perfpn^ indeed, to fet »p for a 
*' diftatrefs over the conduct of your country- 
•.' women ; you, whe have fo erred yourfelf !"— 
1 acknovsledge there is fome room for your making 
this remark — appearances, I own, are againA me. 
Sue when it is conlldered, that my errors have 
proceeded rather from imprudence, than a bad 
4ifpofition ; that I have feverely fuffered for them ; 
and that I entertain no alTuming ideas of my own 
underftanding ; I hope my having intermixed with 
ray ftflry, when tliey occurred, fuch fentimentS; 
as feem probable to prove beneficial to thofe 
into whofe hMds they might fall, i«iU not be 
pbjetSled to. 

G. A.B. 
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Mirch,aj. 17— T— 

■«» Liljije after Chriftmas, as a gentlewoman with 
whom I was very intiriiate, \vas condoling with 
me upon the many untoward events of my life, 
and the altnoft incredible difappointments I had 
met with, nty maid came up, almofl breathlefs . 
with joy, fur money to pay for a letter, which the 
poftman faid came trom. India. Concluding it was 
from my fon, as be ufed always to dircdt for me 
by the name of Weft, and not havmg a doubt but 
it was for ne, in the agitation of fpints I was 
throwa Ipto by the unexpected occurrence,! tore 
i£ open, wjl^re it was already almoft Open ^l thfl 
back ; when, inAead of the letter I was in hc^s 
of receiving,. I found two bills of exchange; one 
d^wn-upon.agcnntlenian in Manlborough-itreet ibr 
fifty pounds, vyhich was the Jecond; apd the othec 
pa a gen^tleman in Ireland for thirty, with a let- 
ter qi adyice written to him; but; no^othet let* 
ten 

I fent immediately to enquire if any other Mrs. 

Wefl livrf in the neighbourhood, but could not 

learn that there was> 1 then recollected that Mrs'. 

Charles 

3 

- C(K.^k 
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Chules Smith, of Wimpole-ftreet, had called at 
my lodgings a year anil a half before^ and had left 
a card. As I had not the honour of knowing that 
lady, I judged Jhe might have intended the vifit 
for another Mrs. Weft, and confequently might ' 
be able to give me ibne intelligence relative to 
the affair. I accordingly wrote to inform her of 
my having received a pacquet; but as it contained 
no letter by which it cotild be known from whtrni; 
it came, it might be intended for another. To this 
note 1 received no anfwer. I wrote again ; when 
the chairman brought a verbal meffage which 
could not underftand. It was, either that the lady 
was abroad or, in the country. 

Not being able to gain any intelligence, after 
waitii]g fome time, I carried the bill of fifty 
pounds for acceptance, it being at thirty days fight. 
When Iprefented it, the gentleman enquired where 
-the firft bill was, to which I anfwered, that I had 
not received it. We therefore conje^ured' it to 
be loft. At the time the bill became due, the 
friend vrith tvhom I had left it, Tent me *ord 
[ that there was another claimant^ who had produced 
the third bill of exchange, aiid proved to be the huf- 
band of the Mrs. Weft, in wliofe favour the bills 
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tnr« 4rawn. I therefore delivered hiip theother 
bill and the Iistter. And thus vanUhed tljis pie^ 
fing expe£lation, u To many others had docebf- 
fore. 

About thic tiOM Mrs. Douglas came, AsJhtfaiJy 
from Scotland. I met her with that o^tsa cordia- 
lity', which I hope will mark every action of my 
life, and ihared with pTeafure my little with her. 
.But, like others, wbea her HtQation altered, ihe 
wifhed to withdraw herfelf. For this purpofe, 
ihe contrived to excite a difagreement between 
UB. She commenced her rancour, by loading with 
abufe one of the £rfi charafters in the kingdom.; 
. whom Ihe knew I loved when a <^ld, and adiiii];e 
a) a man. 

A delicacy with regard to her fituation, induced 
me to let .that pafs unnoticed. When this method 
. failed, enraged at my hinting that (he clahupd re- 
lationship with a gentleman, to whom Ihe had no 
nearer affinity than as fifter to one of Adam's foi)*, 
her rage grew ungovernable. She fcolded likeone 
. of thofe good women that lake their feats at Bjl- 
linglgate ; and in their language, beftowod uppp 
me every epithet thai tancoui-, malice, abfurdity, 
, a poor weak woman could invent. This had, 
however, no other effect, than making me fmile, 
VOL. V. H which 
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Wiith' ihcresiett-Ker'rage t^reii to matoeft. Boff 
Hill m.idfe no retbfif ; ftr it ha»"Beman iav^abte 
riJle- Witii iTl<r, when; I ffiA WtK ingnititBde, du- 
plicity, or intemional infult /ram a per/on Irrgitrd, 
-to' fcttHem a<**ri iiith»Bt»k' of Meifitofy^ is de- 
-p*rted(Ms lifts rfnt»aa*vl'hlclli|*-evAtts'tfa»fe.Ticti- 
iTfontotis t^lit^s that rrfult from two nriich feii- 
fibllfty. I cdoffi^ftchtly hdur efteem diialady a» 
fafely 1^ irttfife ground, and buried iiritH herfo- 
thers, rtoranylotigeran inhabitant oftKe'terreflriil 
■vrtrld. Forgivt an im{>rompte upon this octafioh 
'•^Avavnt,' Dtiflielty, ddfeflBd cTiiM'of' art, bggdt 
■|?^Efe6eiti ana'iiiirftd' by hyp&cfify! Da« ret 
•irrcl tfd ft thyfelf iftto tHe- generous bolbrri,' left«- 
very vice, thy fure attendants, follow. — Bnt'ci^iife, 
'oh come; ibou failbful imnati of fttf bnajiy Sinceri- 
ty, dttughtfer of heaV-tti ! And With thee brin^ 
white-banded Hope, and the fweefchernb. Peace, 
Poffefs me ail, till the cold arms of death embrace 
mej and this vain T^tirld deludes no more. 

1 have no-W, madam, gone through every inci- 
etit of my life* A life that has beeh, ac the rda- 
tioriot them niaft have convinced you, perpetually 
■ fdbjefl to viciffltude, difappointment, trottfcle and 
an'jtiety. And I think I have re'collefted'evfery cir- 
cumflance tWat vrill tend, (either ' to furnifli you 
I ' ' and 
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and tbBpoM^ with aijiufwnent ; td oopvy fome 
degna ofinA^ij^i^i^; or.toprQmotemy princip^ 
4eiigni: ^i!at of^fayit)^ m^an op«naiid candid man- 
.aeti befcjtt.ihe ^n^rkl^ 'the whote of my condutEl. 
** N<ftbiDghbte I-dkteriUatedyndr fet down atigh^ 
la maliw*'* I WhiW I Iwn^e faithfully recounted 
siy 'Errors,: ^ linre >ra«ed.-theA 40 tlie foiace from 
-whjtIljiWy Toaigtaao^ J-and-thisI traftjwill pm- 
^coie. mfc ftnw i^fQe .of exAripation. Sincerity, 
-ag I h^fe oltdU ob(ervdd> i« nty boaft. Indeed 
«k i* (6 much fi»> that were I guilty of the 
-Itorft df . cripias, I wctuld not add to them by a de- 
■htoK ■■'.'.'. .■'■.. 

I aeed-'notjlthhikyiflt^-fe yQU^that ihowhple of 
the ioic^diag attrfatiTe^cenMs of real (^s. And 
though Ib&ie 6f thsoi'may a^tpear ajhidft fabuloui, 
there are manyiivtt^^tne&s tt> the truth of thent. 
Nor in! thofe incidental ^hich do not iinmediately 
.relate tolnyfelff'lefs authflatic They either paf- 
fed" uhBer iriy o-^n obfcfr'fttion, or are recited from 
nndonb bed- aathor it y . 

I flaAet iilyfk0 ytm will readily. perceive,' from 
th&'c4rcinnftan<^ I IiaYelaid before you^ and' from 
the^enq^al tenor of my cdiiduft^'thlt i»y misfor- 
tunes haye rathor pjrocefedfed irom a train of unto- 
wanl erentst tli^ jnstt any dther c^afe ; aiHd that 
Ha my 
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mj mtfconduSthas been more the refult of thoughN 
leflhefs and imprudnce, thui of a 4aiiraved difp^- 
fition. And this being the cafe, I doubt not but 
my afttons will be viewed by the world in a left 
unfavourable light than they have hitherto been. 
As Shakefpeare fays in the motto I have prsfixed 
to my ** Apology," "that the wA of our life ii 
*• of a mingled yam, good sod ill together f that 
<• our virtues would be prowl ifoar iauht whip^ 
••theranot; and our crimes would iefpair, if they 
*' were not cherifhed by our virtues ;" I hope tMr 
confideratioQ will weigh in my favour with the li- 
beral and unprejudiced. And though I may not 
jland totally acquitted ; thoii^ my faults may 
overbalance my virtues ; I trail it will foften the 
fevwity of the public ceofure, and reftore me, in 
fome meafure to their good opinion. 

'Should the rblation of my erron and their eon- 
ftquences prove a document to my own fex ; warn 
them to fiian the paths I have purfued; andinfpire 
them with a greater degree ■ of prudence and re- 
fleflion than I have been pollelled of; Ilhall have 
employed my time to fome good purpofe.— The 
certwn cffeQs ^of an inattention to a prudential 
fyiiera, are'{>overty, dilhrefs, anxiety, and every 
att<mdant evil, as I have moft feverely experien- 
ced. 

May 

' C.H,S|C 
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May tbe world (particuIarJy my readers) have 
the lame indulgence and coinpaffion for tne, which - 
I have unremittingly fhown to others ! And may 
Sterne's recording Angel drop the tear of pity, and 
oMkerate my faults ! 

G. A. B. 
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. j4. I^tE fi'Uowii^ letter was advettifed for pnibH- 
caiion in the month of Qfl^ber 1767; but Mr. 
Caleiaft, by an -unwar^atable and unmanly ex- 
ertion of power, (ap related in my " Apology") 
obliged me to fuppr^fs it. Upon reading it oyer, 
in order to lay it before the public, I lind that the 
^fentment by which I was agitated, at the time 
I wrotc.jt, made tne exiirefs myfelf in terms fuited 
^ the i^uries I hpd rjsceitfly received* and which 
to. an ui^j^judiced mind, may appear too much 
^io^jBied^ith palEoiy This would induce m^tij ; 
Ift it li«. ip.a>ft^^-of oUivLopf as It has done fof 
m.wy yeara, were not its publication abfolutely 
ft^e^ul to^Vttcidate the foregoing letters. 
. Mo-^ o£> the fadls, it if true, have been there u\- 
iroduc^^ as thay cotild not have been omitte^ 
without breaking the cftaiq of the Ji^f ajive ; yet 
jis they ate given in the foUowiog jii^cs inore ex- 
j>hc;itly, and tend particulatJy to ao i^avelligatio^ 
pf tb^ ill treatqieiit J received fropi Mr. Calcraft, 
' H 4 the 
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the propriety of amexing the Letter, will, I flatter " 
niyfetf, be apparent. 

To many it may feem illiberal to let it appear 
after his death; but when it is conlldered, that 
the publication is fo eflentially neceiTary for the 
vindication of my own condu^, and to clear me 
of many cruel afperftons which have been propo- 
gated to my difcredit, I hope It will not, \ipon doe 
refleiSion, be deemed fo. 

■ In the H&xe it was intended at firfl to be publiih- 
ej, many of the letters I had received from him, 
were interfperfed, for thepurpofe of refrelhing his 
memory. But as that is no longer needful, and 
they would by no tneaas prove entertaining, as 
might be judged from that given in the '* Apolo- 
gy," I have expunged them. I have a!£b greatly 
turtailed the Letter ilfetf, leaving out the moif 
exceptionable parts. And »s a poem, vrfiieh wai 
given me upon the occafion, has fmcc made its 
appearance, it will be unneceffary to annex that. 

Irritated by repeated injuries, and afhiated by 
refentment at the time I wrote them, the follow- 
ing flieets Were originally compoftd,' with an im- 
petuoftty that might render them incorreit, and 
d'eficiertl in that regularity which may be heceffary 
to make them fit for publick infpe£tion ; and for 
this, "I truft, a proper allowance will be made. 
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more elpecially as I am not a profeffiid Writer. 
Nor lliall any thing ever tempt me to take vp 
my pcD again upon Co wretched a topic at myfelf. 
Perfedly at peace with the worU, aad every indi- 
vidual in it, even thofe who have loaded me with 
contumely and injuries, I can repeat the whole of 
the divine prayer, without any helitation or mental 
refervation, and wait with patience and relignatira 
the inevitable decrees of Providence. 

Befose I conclude this addrefs, I would lay hold 
ef the opportunity to requeft all my bene^ftors, 
to receive once more the warmeft fenfations of 
gratitude foe the favours conferred upon me. I 
would likewiie beg the community to which I be- 
longed, to accept my acknowledgments. I am 
proud to- boaft my obligations to them ; .particu- 
Ihrly to Meflrs. Colman, Harris, Garton, Hull, 
and Mattocks. Nor am I a little concerned, that 
1 am prevented by the late death of the worthy 
Mr. Younger, from placing his name in the num* 
her of thofe who affiled to fave me from didrefs. 
And imprelTed with thefe fentiments,. I Ihali ever 
i£main, with, the higheft refpeft. 

Their ever obliged. 

Humble fervant, 

G. A. BELLAMY. 
>i)k«-Anet, Dk.i. 17S4. 

HS 
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" So comet ttw reck'nlng when (he bamjuet's o'er, 

" The dreadful teck'nin^ and men tauJx no more." 

Cat. 
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LETTER 



JOHN CALCRAFT, Esa^ 

FROM 

GEORGE ASNE BELLAMY. 



SIR, 

LoodoD) OSob«r i, 1767. 

J.N compliance with your repeated folickations* 
I fit down to write to you, as I am indebted to 
you for fo many hundreds of letters, I muft pre- 
mife, that it will require your utmoft patience to 
read fo long an anfwer as T (halt have occaiHon to 
make it ; but as I flatter myfeif many others will 
perufe it beiides yourfelf, 1 (hall pnfume to inter- 
rupt your parliamentary Audics ; and intreat your 
attention, as much time and application will be 
needful for you to digeft fo long an Epiftle. 

i own, 1 do not think that a feries of £a£ts* rela- 
tive to fuch in£gni£c>nt beings as you and my-f 
felf, 

L., C()(WIC 
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felf, can furnifh any entertainment' to the world*; 
ydt as I have had the happihefs of being from my 
youth a favqurejl chil^'of tjle public^ 1 ftiall beg 
leave to requeft that they would-decide between us. 
I Ihould Jlill have bonie my injuries- in Clence; 
were it not that whiLfi you were perpetually tot- 
ing me with letters, contalnbigthe warmeft pio- 
feJlions of unremitting ofiedlion,, yo«, and your 
female Therfites, were prop^ating the grofleft 
fallbaoda againfl nle-to my [uejqdice.. Bat flu has 
paid the debt of nature. . So ends my enmity and' 
her ingraliluilei vbichi MJJiaYS bp^ informed, 
was fully repaid by pur's;, therefore peace be tO' 
her manes. 

There was a timci when Iflioutd have appre- 
headed that yot^ would bavebeen greatly morti- 
&«d.aCa'pul>ltfl.ft^ciqent of fuch aaaccQimt, and 
I fl»ouUh4ve.been aftaid of putting, yo» to the 
Uu& by it ; < but as you h#»e. conviiif ed t^ world 
by your rs<xnt behaviour, that yoi). ive above alL 
mamraifi home, and hasrc overleaped the boun4s- 
ofi modefty, my fears are all fubfided^ and '< I will- 
A FouAd' uiivitroiftted tale ddiver ,"- if* i ^dvancfr- 
a f»Uhood, repjroach me fntfly' with ic^ 1 will 
force ev^ yeu ta ftilow that I fiili iii»,j«£;. 

1' atA lorry to remind yoHj that Wheq tord 
6perge'giitton. ficft iatradueed you. te ipe>-yout 
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was caHed hene/i Jthn Bakrafi ; an e[tttlvt, in my 
mrnd', infinitely fuperior to Squirt Jvktftht p3x\i.»,' 
ment man. But at yon ^ways had ;i gi«u deal 
of the nMdr ;«fWi« at hcast, yoa may perhafiG fed 
yourfelf more happy in your prefent existed fltua-' 
ttoh. Ibegyour pardon for iQahihgufe'of thole tw*^ 
Latin words, I forgot yon did notnnderftamllliat ' 
tankage; ■though, Kfce Bonnifece, yoa may, per- 
haps, love and honour the Ibund. But not to puz- 
zle or give you more trouble than is abfolutdy 
neceflary, Iwdl inform you, that I mean the love- 
of your cquriiry; and a more wortiy or learned' 
nlemberthan yourftlf, it mnft be allowed, is not 
honoured with a feat in St. Steph«i's chapel. If 
your modefty prompts you todifpute this aflertton, 
ever willing to pibafe you, I will give- up the' 
point. ' ■ 

'Put to return. — ^You will pleafe likewife to re-' 
colteift, that 'the firll vifi't you paid me after ttie 
unhappy difpute between Metham and myfelf; I 
candidly told you my fitoation. At the fame time 
I added, that I was fo alarmed at his paffiOnate dif- 
pofitioh, ail to be determirted never to maWy him,' 
Were he willing to carryhispromife into execution >' 
though rprefef're'd him to all mankind ! nor would 
I" enter into any other conneftion tyhdlfoever,- 
Confiding 

- C.H,S|C . 
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Confiding in yoar general chsira&er, and induced 
by. your.profeffions of friendihip, I made no fcru- 
pk thus to iofdrro you of tbefituationofmy Kean; 
for at that period^ I did not entertain the moft dif- 
tant idea of your harbouring a thought of love., 
lade^d) I could not fuppofe yon was capable of fo 
much prefumption,. as to think of rivalling a man> 
in ievery fhade fo infinitely y.oar fuperior. 

I then likewife informed you, that I had receiv- 
ed ten bank bills of one hundred pounds each, in 
a. blank cover. This gift, I faid, I attributed to 
Lord Downe, whofe friendfliip for Metham prc- 
v£i^ed htm from decbring himfelf my admirer. 
Notwithftaading the dial fpoke not, it pointed. 
And as be was evidently the.caufe of Methain's 
nidenels to me, it was more than probable, that his 
Loriyhif thought o£extricating me by itj from jiny 
little difficulties I might have b«en embarraHed in. 
Upon my placing this confidence in hotuji Jack,, 
you advifed me to make ufe of the money ; telling, 
me, you wasfure that the perfon, whoever it was,. 
who bad ihewn hitrnfelf fo generous, would never, 
expeft a return. You- then regretted, that it was. 
not in. your power to have been equally liberal. 
For had you not been circumfcribed by fortune,, 
you ihould. have eAeemed yourfelf happy in fo fo- 
vourable 
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vourable an opportunity of Ihowing yoarfelf my . 
d'ljinterefied friend. 

I was the more inclined to bdieve you (incere 
in this declaration, as the fentiments coincided 
vith my own. For I can with great tmth affirm^ 
that I never rendered a forvice with a view of re- 
ceiving a return; always confidering tbe perfon 
who had the power of obliging^ over paid by the 
internal fatisfaflion which moil furely refulte from 
a liberal deed. 

I remind you of this converfation, za fome yeara 
after you bi'ought me in debtor fvr this iJenticai 
thoufand pounds. Now, aa you have in innumera- 
ble inJlances given me room to qneftion your ve- 
racity, I have every reafon to believe you was not 
the donor of the Turn ; but took advantage of Lord 
Downe's death, and the confidence I had repofeJ 
in you, to make claim to it. For though I can- 
not compliment you upon your eradition, your 
grandmother might have taught you the old 
faw, "dead men tell no tales." Hts Lordihip 
wa& unfortunately killed before you claimed the 
debt, and tq this hour I firmly believe it was to 
h'lmy not jouf that I owed this mark of munifi* 
cence. 

Indeed, at the time you faid I was indebted to 

you for it, though 1 then had many reafon £ to 

defpif* 
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dn|^I1ey<>9' meannofH LtlMinot tbiqk.you Co totally 
void of every principle xnd feeiin^ aa to be' guilty 
^f fatifa sn impqlitiqtT^ nor wsu it ever tp be 
llraught that a boog, vtho by iVtiAce had fo far 
4ecci.Ted mankiod » Id. .poacQce' himtvKcbe^cpi- 
thM oShomeft, flioald ia»i£aea tkle he-ludboea at 
fiich {ipint It? sicqiute, >f(^ ncditipg. I tberefbter 
da { could not contrsdn^ your claitn^ allowed k; 
and it is now too lateto dvf^teit. . 

Vou will pleafc to recollcil. Sir, tii» upon my 
flying to Mr. Ganfeirs for refuge fcom the vio- 
lence of Methftm's temper,' yowbad tBemodefty 
to introduce yoarfclf it Dbnnalan Park, by ^faliar' 
iious copy of a cvntraH of marriage figned by yourji/f 
^ndyQur attorney,' This you gave to the good old 
ceqtlem^n ^s"^ his, attoriiey (o tra^crSje upon 9 
ft^mp. inorderto convince himof^thQr^A'iw^ of your 
ititetjfioi^i:. ■ FaJfe betrayer! bankrupt in honour 
fs in loye ! This cohtraft was in penalty ol fifty 
theujand.^iiuudit2fiyii£'i\ the credulous good oldman, 
)Pirhothen thouj^fit yoij meiited.the tltleof Ao«£/7i 
eJjepmed (o- fuxe- a pleilge.of ygur faithj that hp 
ordered ^s attorney to, change the fum to thirty 
tiiourand ; alledging, that' was ±1 fotn large 
^^M£}> ^0 bi?.d even a rogue.— 6ut» than(L hJeaveni 
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The contrail bond which Mr. Ganfel's attorney 
,dl«nrcfro(n.'.y€Mr.rigDdl c<:4>y» I aftsrwjir^ ii^v«r- 
ed up ta yaiu ajtXfiodejt, Mr* ^utli^ :of; SA4^ 

nhich:>he Itrbugbt' ne fnoai' JP4» ifpeft^^nM^tiin' 
ai^dittonat annuity of dti«'Iw9cijttd.pa«w)l i^^fV^ 
in trufl, to-lllli:^(da«.Liawoc>d^£fq. U^n.tb«rc« 
ceipt of this, I figned a gowral reletfTe; ut ^tbich- 
waEctnctuded, the jnoney remiuniag. upon. ^4is-- 
mpnds you to bdunteou^y bdl^w^ aa jxn^ &u^ 
vouriles» ■ < '.■'.''■' 

I As i itonirhe<yoar ptekat fiadHfr occupy your 
mind too much to -attend to fu^'trivM^atteti^ 
for, like Obadt^ the alfait« of ftatd'haiig heavy 
upon y^oiTT ntek and fliouIdeFS', and ydu igiay have' 
forgot the purport ofit. Twill prefimt you -with a* 
copy of the ever-memorable contra^, which Gc 
nerll Ganfel fent me upon' the dearii of his father.' 
I will give It you vferbatim. But liu}uld ahy of youtr" 
friends (if yOu have any) be deftrOHs to prove the' 
authenticity of it, they ftatl be fatislUd, M youi?' 
liand is as well known aS youc faee. ' ' 

... <%, 
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■ CaUrafu 

.« KNOW all men by tbefe prdents, diat I 
* John Calcraft, of Bntwer-ftreet^ Goldety-iquar^ 
*' in the conrtty oE^Middleiex, ETqnire, am held 
*' and firmly bound unto Georglatte Bellamy, of 
•* Frith-ftreet, S<riio, Spinftcr, in the fum of fifty 
** thoufand pouods, of lawful money of Great-Bri- 
*' tain, to be paid to the fiiid Georgiane Bdlamy> 
M her certaia attorney, executor, adminlilrator, or 
<^aJSgas, firmly by thefe prefents, feokd with my 
*' feal, dated this sad day of January, 17^. 
. *< The condition . of this obligation is fuch, 
*f that whaeas the above-boundcn J^ha Calciaft^ 
" and.t^e above-named * Geotgiane Bellamy, have 
"onrtu^y agrefd to -marry with each other; 
** and therefore the above bound John Calcraft, 
*' fliall and do marry the faid George Bellamy, ac- 
*f cording to the rites and ceremonies of the 
«* Church of England; and fliall not intermarry 
*' .with any othef perfqn whatfoever^ lave the 
*( faid GeorgUae Bellamy, or during the natural 
** life of the faid Georgiajie Bellamy ; then this 

■ The Wrico' wat alwayt called Geoipaoe, dll of Ute ytan, 
whea it bang neceflarjr to [cf«r to tbe i^ft«T, ic wu fouml to^k 
written Gmip AAoe. 

'• obligation 
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** oUigatioD to be Vmdy or dfe remain' ia full 
« force." ■ (Signed)' (■ , 

■■■ JOHH CAI.eRAFT. 

"HoWf my worthy Sir, thif traofiiAioD will, I 
^hope, convince tfie wwrld,^ though it aaj not your 
partial felf, that froip the^nwiDent you figned this 
cootraft, being at the fame time married, and 
thercfiare unabk- to fulfil jt, you ^rfeited all tide 
to the finalleft degree of. boocfly. And I mi^tf 
truly pronounce you to be 

•• D«rinE in •not, wfaicb doti to pinflt uad, 

« F«Ue to tb; 0«d, % miftnft, and tlir Mod." 

You will further pleafe to obferTe> that the 
date to this fallaciout coatrad wac antecedcm to 
my quarrel with Metham ; that £atal paffioBt 
which you availed yourfelf of, ' not happening till 
his birth-day, which was the /i&rM/<t^ of jaaoaryf 
at which time you was honoured with betng bis 
humble friend. And even at this time, you in- 
. tended to plant a dagger in his heart, a* y6u was 
well conrjnced you mufl do, by fupplwiung him 
in my favour. For hi* fondnefs for jn^ V9S w^ 
known to be carried ' to every esqefs of e^ttava- 
gance. And ereo the fault, which was the caufe- 
of our reparation, evinced his madnefsj as no man, 
particularly 
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:|u^ieal«A^ ene'io itmMahlf'wtH br^cDuU 
have made ufe <^ fucti'nide'expreffionS'.beforett 

.feto&oamliaay of perfons of diftin^ion, unlefs he 
had been at the time torn on the tack of jealoufy. 

"Bat *hy dd riaflt tb y^ of a breaa of friend-* 

^ip, who e'fteeiH tVe'iSfe'd'as'iheirely a'lmgKear, 

. 'aiia Voldiy (e^ thati aa'itfeli as' evfeify other virhie^ 

W"drf^ifi<fe!'; 

i Vil! rioifri If* ^Stf 'tliferfSi •*iBi''a4«ti«p*a' .if 

the'innumeraHi ftVfeilrfyaii' h'^e-'ghtSttiflj W- 
flowed upon me. And wsTdati'th'^^nftneVaH^ 
dc^ as they se a^raveo' oo the tablets of my 
heart, frtJrtl 'ft^feftie ' fSiJ? 'nc^ ew Bft eradi- 

. . Afia-the-modiePy at^ilkmmilafllPark yra? over, 
, .yovdecfitied m^.-wDrthy friend's ibricitations to 
Jfpepd'a few" dap ViHi him. Statt remaiiis of 
-Mt«p«iaioit, for' tberieeaptten 'youhad jnft'beeln 
■gilttydfj'IMs^r belief to thishom-,- jtartly the 
ewfe of ywbr ditlhiingr thd mvita«on. You al- 
"letlgtd, that'tofincfe of the gVeateft coni<iquence 
'required ymir beibg^ in town. Bbt .the-iaQthent 
^t/lts: SfdHh atld ffiyfdf wetefeited in:riie cfaaHe, 
"^AtrrKde'tip ttf it in feeitiib^ trantpoit} and id- 
'itHHieilttt, t^3it''ntj.ta.lit}ierVii-vr^tiii^ for usat 

1 afterwards 
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• I aftCTWanii Itfariif, that' yonr impoXKAi'liad 
«)cteHaM'tb Ner^atib;^ ahd-that 7011 bad pi«ya]}(d 
'«)»tinhet- to' «ic6iDp!my ydu fe that p!«e; With 
tfie'atittnliM thU: Mf. Ga^^ hadbeen-Attiibft'tb 
^BT being uillt^ fdr \ife^ Relyitl^ upoh Hie n€R- 
tti^e'Df thife' dti«<iiVed; btlt WOrfhy wnt, Aiie did 

gbAd wbifeih c^I^iMtiQjr »>3<le u& df all Hh 
poV9t^i^ li^' o^t'a^ td' iai^iee the to f<ctf^ 

■M«han^i«»'l»a*iitlM'ft)at! tolr4ri^iUity,whidl 

•^Phfcl fo R9^ BWH'fe atSBgef tt>. 

Nor Was ytrtl anfle* aHy'af(pM\^lr6iinf\fs df a **- 

■Covery takiffg pfewthrdnghlPrrSi-Smitfi. Ai'flfc 

"fras'tbtftUy'Wthe'aafkmth regai'd tb flietriirtF' 
aflioii, lUecdtad antf acquafnt my- Iridtliiir'tbit, 

'the oH' gemlethka feetned Hippy at- nry- btSrife 
eligibly fettled for life. As for myfelf, I ■#as fc 

-perfeAty miftrablj^' that I eff aid«d CDihit^i'td an 
explanations ef^cidllyas tlie reprbacher befiuwai 

'Ity Djy methef updn Methani) cot me totfae foul. 
The two oldladies wert as gay aj if thetVyeita 
had- been rciKwatedj ;riid feCihed as htippy as if 
Hymeii had r^tty hitHi ^feM in ' his AflhJIi 
robej andwith'his' %hte'd torch, t6- fandif y My 

' -wretcftednefs. 

. . T-hough 
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Though you are ia general reludant in dbing 
joftice^ yet you muft allow, that when the un- 
haj^y utrion had taken place, I ihowed nothing 
but the ftrongeft marks of averfion towards you. 
And had I lul been partial to another, it was im- 
poflible for a girl of delicacy to be fcnlible of any 
degree bf tendemeTs for a being like youiielf. Fm- 
I have often be«i ready to believe the Pythago- 
rean, fyftem, and fiippofe you pqflefled more of 
the brute than of a rational creature. Two 
fuch oppofite beings furdy n^ver met. To be 
hypyi Qiinds fliould be cengentat. It is im- 
poffible that tranquillity, much lefs happinefs, 
ihould exift where the fentiments difagree. It 
will be in vain to expetft an union to be perfefl, 
uolefs both have one purfuit, one hope, and one 
.defire. 

When I reproached yon with your duplicity, 
in not accepting Mr. Ganfel's inviution, yon 
.toM me you was anxious for my mother to be 
of the party i and as Ihe was not acquainted at 
Donnalan Park, had ypu , Aaid there, you could 
not have been completely happy, as (he would 
AOt then have been witnefs to your unbonnded 
felicity. Fine words ! I wonder where you Jlole 
them ! The apathy which had taken pofleflion of 
'iny mind, and which bordered upon ftupidity, 
■ prevented 

- C.H,S|C 



prevents* me frWtl irtveftigaticg your behaviour 
at' thftt time. And as I reSlly Helieved you to 
fit a man of integrity, aniJ itnagined my lot cafl 
fbt life; I did ndt dat-e to examine the Mentations 
of my htm ttpon tlife octafion. 

Wliwl we csmt to tt)\vn, yoti' entreated me not 
to- receive die vifits df Lord Robert Sntton ; 
ui it wai frem" the corffiderite he placed in you* 
by miking yon the' funherer of his affeftion, 
and fiom poor Metham's madiiefs, you both 
founded yoiir hopes. This Nobleman was your 
intimate, *id had engaged you to plead his caufe. 
But the man who can defeend to be a pander^ 
will gbdly betray, as you did, his employer. 

During ifiy abfen'ce frtiin town, I found you 
had been V^ery lavift in bribing thofe about me 
to depreciate Metham, who, whilft he was viliiiedj 
was happily infenfible. Every ray of reafon had 
deferted him, and he was in fuch a ftate of dif- 
tra6lion, that he would have put an end to his 
exigence, but for the unremiTtiiig care and tender 
friendfliip of Major Burton. 

The morning after our coming to town, yoa 
called upon Mifs St. Leger, afterwards the 
Major's lady, to anticipate the joyful news of 
your being the happicft of men, by having fecu- 

voL. T. I red 
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red me for life. This was truly a Machiavelian 
Aep, as it totally prevented ber firom mentioning 
her lover's friend, whofe ch^rat^er you was^ at 
the very time, taking every method to blacken. 
In the fame manner you introduced yourfelf to 
Lady Dowager Dillon, and Lady Tyrawley, 
though you had never been in company with 
either of them, but once in my houfe. This you 
did, becaufe you were well affured, two ladies of 
fuch unfultied virtue would not have continued 
to vifit, had they not fuppofed me to be really 
married; which indeed,, both of them ima- 
gined to be the cafe, during roy reiidcnce with 
Metham. 

I was for fome time after we came together 
lulled into a ftupid languor, by the many ^llhoods 
told of the man, you had fo grofsly deceived; 
and fuppoiing my Situation permanent, I endea- 
voured to make necellity a virtue; and if I could 
not love you, which I found to be impoHible, I 
refolved to atone in fome degree for it, by the 
moft unremitting attention to your intereft. 

In conietjuence of this refolution, I introduced 

you to General Braddock ; well aOlired that his 

partiality to me, would foon prevail upon Lord 

Tyrawley to vifit and befriend you. The te- 

fult 
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fult turned out to mj v\ih, and you was fooa 
made Agent to both. * But I JLall not dwell 
longer upon this fubje£t, as I mean> though ^ bad 
arithmetician, .before I conclude my Letter, to 
ftale a fair account of debtor and creditor between 
^s. And that it is a true ftatement, many, very 
many living witnelles> will be able to vouch. 

The April following, you earneftly entreated 
me to give \ip- the annuity granted me by Me? 
tham, alledging that it was highly improper for 
a woman, who in appearance , wnj, and would 
foon a^ually be, your wife, to retain any fecu- 
rity, or receive any emolument from another 
man. I felt the truth of your argument, and 
wrote immediately to Mr. Moor, who was then 
in Ireland, to whom I entrulled the writings, 
hut by fome accident or other they were not re- 
turned. 

Upon this you gave me a fettlement of one 
huodred and twenty pounds a year, which you 
had come into the pofle:£on o{ by the demife of 
your grandmother, who was really a gentlewomaK, 
and the firft in your noble family. I do not 
mean in this obfervation, to degrade you in your 
pwn good opinion, for you cannot be lefTened in 
mine. We all would be great, beautiful and 
I 2 rich, 
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rich, bad we the power. ^ And you hav« ambition 
enough to wiflij that the noble blood-of the How- 
ards lOD through your veins< But was eiren 
that the cafe, it would only be the means of 
rendering you more confpicuoufly contemptifaie; 
For it is only goodnefs in'Hie extreme, joined tit 
ihining talents, and tenacieus honoutj thatcon- 
ftitutes true nobilityt Mr, Pope, with great judg- 
ment, fays, 

•• Worth makadKman, ami wont of it the Allow ( 
•• Aod all befides, U lenbtr or pnUMlb." 

Your great qualifications lead another way^ 
Paffion, avarice, and luxury, mark .you fo ftroogly, 
that Comus's court feems to me your ultimatum ; 
for neither religion, friendfhip, nor any facial 
virtue, deigns to inhabit your capacious bofom. 
. When you prefented me with the annuity, 
mhich was for my natural life, and for that of 
the child I was then pregnant with-, I neither 
read, nor ever heard read, the writmgs, tiH I bor- 
rowed money upon it; and then 1 found that 
you, or the attorney, had made the pen^ty 
three thoufand pounds inflead of thirty thoufaiid. 
But as the contraft was antecedent, it was a 
mean, ufelefs piece of chicanery, correfponding 
with all your aftions. 

" Upon 
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Upon my removing to Brevrer-ftreet, I under- 
took to be your houfekeoper for four hundrei) 
guineas a year, thinking that my (alary and be- 
nefit would be fully fufficient to fuppott us till 
your bufinefs {hould iiicreafe. At the end of three 
years, I found myfelf fo greatiy involved, that I 
was obliged to inform you of my having con- 
tracted ^bts to a Urge amount; when, to my 
very great fnrprif^ yo« tcW me I was indebted 
Xo-you for the thoufand pounds I had been foolilh 
enou^i to mention to you. 

I fcorned then to temrnd you, that ibV Sncwas 
was at that time infinitely greater than youM'; 
and that I fpent it in your houfe, with the great- 
eft cheerfirinefs ; not doubting but you would 
fulfil your liberal profelTions, when it was. in your 
power; but to my coib, I found cbat in promifes 
you was mighty, but in the performance of thofs 
f Tomifes H»tkii^, 

WKen you grew rieb^ your avarice Kicreafed 
ill prc^Etloti with your arregtece; and notwith- 
ftiii»ding you ^tviKA yemfe^ A9 luxOry, you not 
only refufed to pay th« debts citfttra£ted for your 
houfe, but what I hadexpeitjedfor youf brother and 
filler, whom at that time I conlidered Js my own* 
I do uot oiean to pique myfelf on oecenomy, 
Iff My 

- Cooyk 
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My profeffion toolc up too much of my time, t» 
permit me to mind houihold affairs ; and from 
the cotiAant company we kept, numbers of whom 
were perfonages' of the higheJl rank, fgmething 
more was required than a tolerable income to en- 
tertain them : and to my great fatisfaftion, yoa 
have been obliged to own, that your table was 
more elegantly ferved, during the time I prefided 
as Governante, than when you allowed a Maitrt 
d'Hoiel two thoufand five hundred pounds a year, 
merely for your table, though you rented an ad- 
ditional farm towards fupplying it. 

*Refle& alfo upon the expence I putmyfelf to 
in furniftiing the garden at Hollwood, building 
a hot-houle, fucceflion-houfe, icc-houfe, together 
witli the expenditure on the fhrubbery ; and all 
• this from the fuggellion, that' you had fettled the 
place upon my daughter and myfelf. . Nor was i 
informed that this was not your intention, till our 
feparation had taken place ; when you dilpofed 
of it, pretending that you could no longer refide 
in an habitation which reminded you every mo-^ 
ment of my loved idea. How this afleition cor- 
refponds with your behaviour at that period^ and 
ever fince, 1 leave you to judge. 

If you will not do me the juAice to own that 
I was not indefatigable in promoting your intereft, 
any 
- C-ooi\c 
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^y of our acquaintance will affirm for me, that 
I was. It is a well known fad, that at the rifit 
of my life, I once got out of my bed, at a time 
fome promotions were to be made, in order to 
claim the promifes of two officers who were ta 
have regiments the next day. In the account ot 
debtor and creditor, I purpofe to prefent you with 
at the conclufion of this Letter, I Ihall fet down' 
the names of thofe gentlemen, to whom you are 
indebted for their agency through my intereft. ' 
As to the great expence you was at, it could 
ilot be attributed to me. For if you kept an ex-' 
penfive table, it was your intereft to' do fo j and' 
I could have no other advantage from it,' than not' 
being reduced to fit alone with a man, who wa^, at 
beft, the objed of my difregard and pity, froniliis' 
ignorance and meannefs." For notwithffaniiiflgf^ 
you value yourfelf upon the manly exereife of 
boxing, yet, when you went to Cliefden', you en- 
quired what a gladiator was, to the furprife of 
the company, who all concluded that you muft 
have been acquainted with a brother combatants 
' I am unable to enumerate the injuries yoii have 
done me. I was a flave to you for fix years: 
.not only to your intereft, but thro' the obflinat'y 
of your ungrateful difyofttion. 'What pains hav«- 
I 4 I n<ft 



I not .taken to pceviet^ jpur fiyii^ \^ i^ 6u:e of 
009 of ihfi wa^i?A of p^c^f} j^id fhe beft oi 
9ien, if ihe befto^i^d ^y plaf« ujjwi his .e,wii te- 
latioos, confcious of your great and fu^>eiior 
(uerit I 

There is <vie ^ccojnpUftiB^eiit which I muA 
ipi^jiy silow fQiff ^nd that is [he gce^ ait of de- 
cepCton. ity this you blinded your p^ttooi, who 
wa^ one 9^ the i^oA fagacioys of men; and, like- 
wife a aoble D4ai^<)uis> who had a he^rt too open 
to believe, that deceit could he hid upder the 
inafijue of fiijferity. Yout |>ljed Jhat DPi'leman 
irith your a!i(s df fer-dri, %i\X yotJ had (Ijfi pcc- 
{qmption t? l}fi^ you would hp ^hU to accx^pU^ 
your ambitious views, hy ^rDoiog a qi^itch be- ' 
tweco his Lordil^p and your d^^hterj 4 match 
unequal in^very fliape, as he w^s R^t oaiyi^ 
e^ugh. to be J|f r graudfathpr, but ^ ytf/^ yiet*F^ 
been sf^oiBpIiftpi), }te luufli ypqn.re^e^r^ h¥>'« 
bpe^ un^aypy, fr^pi {^ jilc* »/ h^vina »oii»wd 

his l)lp9^ lyi!^ yfliif's, )i^\ tlig f irj h<aii refoUi- 
tiop eppqglj tiP rpAS your c<»fip«Ji(i\fp tlireiiiisj. 

and I dpubt i^pt i$)tt Imf happi^, with a mV^ GEtQre 
equ^l to h^r V\ft\s. 

I have pften vjondered tbat yog and yoBr' 
Friend DptSlor Fraiici^ wh« Uyt eUua to the' 
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merit of tranflatin;^ Horao^y never ftvidted M*' 
getbet the Ods^ which foegkls with thaf» Hnes, 

** Thtf man rittf 'i reAlurt aM joft; 

HaJ yOu done fo, ytfli totli would fiave appeared 
ki a more eligible light than you now Ratid in.-^ 
Sut to' p^oceeJ- 

When Mr. UTavy a'ppHect to you for the pay- 
ment of tTie annuity on which t had borrowed five 
hrinttfed pbtiinls', without confidering my condi- 
tfdn, yod came al«ruptly into my room fo' iiiform 
lite of if. Jirftly incenfe* al ycfur rtttfends ahd 
want of feefing, (aff my fituattCn fitigBf to have 
daimed at teaff your artefitiarf, {6t I Itnow yOu to 
Be- incapable of ten den* fs)' I defirid fo\t to leave 
the room, and" pay the moitcy, 

I, at that time, becai^e acquainted With yoirf 
having been married many- years beford 1 had' the 
misfbrfline to knovr yoa ; the confequettces you 
ate'Well acquainted with. lily being deprived of 
rtiy fenles prevented me from mating known my 
injuries. Had I done fo, it mull haVc esdang^red 
your life. For though Lord Tyrawley niight 
not have been Qiiixote enough to ent?* the lifts 
with you upon account of a woman who had fo'r- 
I 5 feited 
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felted ftll cUims to hi» prote6tion, yet die deccp-' 
tion you hid been guilty of, in making his Lord- 
fliip Iwlieve we were married, would moft indif- 
pQtabfy have excited his refentmeot, as it coald 
only be deemed a fubterfuge to anfwer your io- 
tereftedpurpofes. 

Befides this, if I am rightly infonned, you 
would have roufed the refentment of a right ho- 
nourable gentlemaOj that you gained to introduce 
you as an bonourahle lover to the niece of one of 
the firft Ducheffe* in the kingdom. But the 
chaftilemeat you would have received for that 
would only have been manual. We are all Eea- 
iible you have not the inclination to relent fucb 
treatment, as the blows jiven manfully by aa 
officer you had jullly oflended^ and borne patieut/jf 
were noyer noticed. 

Upon this occaGon, you adopted by intuition. 
Squire Ralph's maxim. I fay, by intuition, as I 
can by no mean's fuppofe you acquainted with a 
book wherein all fcience and learning is contained. 
You, however, abound with WBrIdfywi/dem,ihoMgh 
you are not karntd; and think with Ralph, that 



He wbo fights and nmt avrari 
May rive 10 b^t another day. 
But be that is in battle flain, 
WiUi«v«r rife ic fight agaia." 






Cowardice 
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Cowardice is the concomitant of guilt. In what 
~ a fijpreme degree then muA you poilefs it ! The 
firft principle of reditude^ is that noble courage 
which undauntedly meets every difficulty, and 
looks upon life as nothing, when compared with 
the dread of preferving it with diihonour. You 
fee I would ftill wiA to inflrufl you ; though I 
fear, all this will be as little underAood by yoti 
as algebra ; nothing like a fentiment of any Jtind 
ever having found a place in your bofom, which 
is as dark as Erebus. 

■ You now findj that with your great atchieve- 
ments, you have altered a difpofition which be- 
fore your cruel treatment, never knew the fnn go 
down upon its wrath. You have prefumeil too 
for upon my apathy. But the gentleft tempers, 
when roufed by repeated injuries, are not lb eafily 
quieted as thofe who are inflanred by every guft 
of paffion. Before you had provoked me, you 
eught to have recoUefled what Lord Tyrawley 
fo often warned you of, when he told you I was 
by nature a lamb, but being roufed, a lionef$. 

I will, however, fuiit your feeming terror, by 
afiuring you, that no provocation whatever, IhnlJ, 
at any time, tempt me to divulge the confidencs 
placed in me, whilft I had the misfbrtiuic t-9 be 

k- 16 iii. 



ia your fapiily. Tbf fcaU 9^- facJ[flC)[-i«ift (hS"*» 
be broken. No aggravation ^aa pi^ ^i jftB j jB-fo^ 
a breach of truft ^^ tbat ft^tiV'e. j agd, r;^^ '^'>v!4 
not compel me tq ^ivvUg?. \i^kX Vfiifi ^tjp^^ 
to me viheo, we wei;^ uj^n better Wr^u, '5'hi,^ 
fuperiority. of mind I wiU fe*«fl 'tk'^fA yCfU, 
And I will fo£c& &v£ii ^W t^ W"(<V wit^- ^^QiVBr 
that I am Aill y^. Wt^ )«)i^ (^t ^ r^iii^ 
my Oence u^ou tb^ heaj}, I vra« ^ i^ch, i.«y;:«afe(l| 
^t I knew, not hew- t^ ^c%u^. {^r ^ <^u^ 
fuppofition. I could not ever\ t,]^^ fft istHtf^ ol 
^du, as to fopfkof? yoi^ ct^ld h^ S^i^^ ^t^ crkne 
lb atrocious and: <Lpger9U^. to. (jtciety^ |:^vc,t4;^iy 
toainao wh9.^afli-3^&d yott&e^ni^f^up^ 

As you ipay fet you^- heu^ af, reH- Ufpi^ ^m^, 
fubjeifl, the fair fLel4 of retal^f^f^ui, wj^i^fiiW ^ 
on withoujC a^y viol«n^ agua^ip^s, b^ipg^ fiptj^t^d, 
in your mind; as injuring .a, womafti wifh thti 
la'M en your fide,., is a trJH^ i>i. Oft iii)))e[;t9(iceii 
Vou may think it fa. But the^e v^i,ll,coi)4«a,tinK 
when pungent reinor;ft^ the fufie. a^tenfja^t , oni d«» 
ception, wiJI, if you [)o£bl£,the le.'(J}..i)aon\9£^.Q<%- 
tude, harrow up. your fouL 

There are fjut two periods of your ex^j^m^ 

in which'I would wj^ to heboid ypu,. l:ho;firftL 

is, at that awful meme^, Tb$ fecottd ib- b^ne 

■, , that 
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dut tbea4f«l p«cio4 baf9«iu. It i» u tb» tuao 
you nw^ bttigg :^ Yft* wH a.Nay quia, and wia- 
meacfr ^r^q^. W^m I ikt tbft iiiXhtJil pan of th« 
glp^ I (bpul4 \uAi tQ mwuot a P^p^os, to bs 
{iralef^qa t]w nipBit^iUffus QCCiUAon; asUie^wei; 
oi » Peaiv>{Ui«iies^ joined. CO tbs) (weetofil^ oC a 
Pliny,, Hwft /flr^ii^ eluci<Ute the. laws^ aiuipwve 
you, the- TuUy of A^ ^ge. 

X<H> i()f Biy h«art U ftver wawkiAyoiu i«.rour.' 
Apd aft«r I 1klv« nceived focb auaerAns un- 
oi^Fili«d faciwirft fto«» yoJUs how oaa it b« other- 
wife; for Gratitude is my fecond dacling, virtue- 
She is younger lifter to Sincerity, with whom 
ihe, keeps gener^ly in coinpaoy. I once was 
under the ncceflity of repeating to you the fol- 
h)wing fsntence from Dryden, 

" lb ilut i« ungrateful ha&ntiicrinwbut mm.7 

But.th^ perfon who delights in fmcerity, can- 
not harbour that heinous vice. She guards the 
heart from a crime of fuch black dye. She is 
always as open as the day, unfufpicious as the 
lamb), and innocent as the dove. She is fecure 
in her own coat of mail^ for no aflailant can pierce 
her celeftial armour. 

I toldyou I wiihed to Inftrufl you. If you are 

yerverfe, it is not my fault. But your good 

fortune^ 

- C.H,S|C 
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fortune, together with your parliamentary fiudies, 
fo totally poflefs yom mind, that I imagine mj 
intended kind documentations will have little ef- 
fe£l. Ignorance itfelfinull, however, allow that 
my intention is good. ' Always pleafed when I 
ira putting the blind m ths way, 1 haveintmded 
upon your patjenccj in order to point out to you 
the right rtadt. Though you have hitherto beea 
bewildered, repentance never comes too late. I 
ihall therefore end my digreffion with two- line^ 
fpoken by Alinda to the captun c^ the* BandiCtij 
in the Pilgrimi," 

« Go, ^, lay ih-j prxjrers ; 

•• For fhoD tulFas man]' fins U bain." 

The verfe, though unequal, is adequate to- 
your fcienti£c knowledge, who would prefer the 
bellman's yearly produtSiion to the fweet numbers 
of Pope. 

As my illnels was long and painful, I have 
taken the liberty to introduce thefe fentiments 
in order to fiil up a chafm. You complain of 
the enormous expence niy indifpofition coil you, 
and fet down nine hundred pounds for phyficians 
fees. As I told you in a former inftance, I have 
reafon to doubt your vera^ty. If that was the 
care, liow came Mr. Adair to be fo poorly grati'- 
ficdi^ 
3 

- Coo^k 
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£ed?'Do^OT Lucas, who rellored tne, hadno- 
tiung but an enfign's commiffion for his fon. 
And Do£tor Ford, to whofe care I was configne<t 
at Brifiol, only received fuch as was too con- 
temptible to offer a gentleman of his known 
abilities, after the great attention he had pai<t 
me. 

You will pleafe at the fame time to recoiled, 
that your deception was the ^aufe of my illnefs. 
It was not to be fuppofed a young woman, ac- 
cuftomed to adulation, could be informed that all 
her hopes were blafted by having gone through 
fix years of fervitude (for I can call it by no 
other namel with a man fhe could neither love, 
efteem, or regard, (for fire and water are not fo 
oppolite) with any tolerable degree of patience. 
Degraded in my own mind in the fuppoCtion of 
a permanent connexion with you, what muft f 
not feel at being made a tool to the art of the- 
iheaneA wretch of the creation ! All I had left to 
divert my mind upon this occafion was to be pro- 
fiife; at once to indulge my own feelings for the 
poor, who were at that feafon in extreme want; 
and to mortify you, who, though you feemed to 
wifli to gratify me, yet filently repined at what 
you afterwards called my unwarrantable extrava- 
gance. 

Bat 
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But diU yoa- wcFuld BtX liaic* «oiiiinRdl 1d» luii 
ysn not Im& :i craBl pauit in view, tbat^bci^^ 
itig HM- baok to-yeu ilatt^dr hahitatuM';^ aid to 
9Sk& tbis^ lAep yon had f<Mud- your r^neJKei 
pFeoH&s l!o Mrs.. %ai4s. m»fi«£tualw '^ that L 
iled£dU<f rafofal to bear froa y«B) oc ttl yotij jon. 
then waited upon Lady Tyrawley, and once more 
impvfed upon her,, by pleading the violence of 
your paflion» ¥ou at the fame time bound your- 
felf to her Ladyihip by the rooft folemn oaths,, 
that would flie but prevail upon me to return to 
Parliaroent-llreet, yoa would not only pay my 
debts, but figp a carle hla»che to ftibmit to any: 
terms I Ihould requitei Her Ladyfhip and Mrs. 
Spatks are living witnefTes of your repeated pet- 
juries. 

Tired out with Iblicitations, which I Ihoitld ftilfr 
have refilled, had.n*t the friend of my youth, 
and the direflor, at this tiiae, of all my actions, 
advifed the indifcreet flep, at laft 1 yielded. In- 
deed his honeft heait could not fufpe£t, tliat, after 
having injured me ia the tendered poiru, yoi* 
would add to the crimen by forfeiting the oaths 
you had made to fulfil your promifes. It is true 
that you kept one of them, that of not feeing.me 
alone; but this you did> leil my reproaches Jhould 
confouad you. 

At 
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Ax length* q/ter binding youriHf evmry ywr jbr 
fpvr years, you h^ hoat&y enough to in&Ftn 
me, th^ y9u wo^ld not coi^ly with my ejtpeAx- 
tions. This was the only a^ion of ypur Ufo 
which I can term a iavoor; for Qiy b>tra4 aad 
contempt were fo great, that you aad your houfo 
were my decedatioat So extreme was it, that I 
laiiguiihed more for the boar of reparation, thaA 
ever fond lover did for receiving bis bride's bai\A 
at the altar. 

Now, Sir, yoiur laft tianfaAicm cnnriwd tvery 
oav of the foregoing. As I dofpiiad yon too mocb 
to have any altercation with you, particuljeriji 
upon pecuniary matters, I afked you to lend me 
two thoufand pounds to redeem i»y jewels, wliEcK 
were at that time depoAted with Mr. Bibby, 
jiawpbrpker, in Slanhppe-ftreeii Clare-iiivk*t> 
Upon your graotlng my, rqqiisft, I delivered thft 
duplicates tp yoiir clerk, Mr, Willis, tQ get t^em 
Qut. And aj you refofed tg pay tha intereft, I 
gave him a draft up9n my mother fpt th« faai it 
came to, payable in fix mQttf bs ; wbidi Mr. Bibby, 
not knowing my fi<uatioa st the time) ai>d fup- 
pofina I ftiould ftUl remain in Paclismeat-ftteet. 
accepted* 

Mrs, Walker, I find, had inforoied y<w of a^ 
6xed determination to leave you> fonu djiys.htt- 

, - C.H,S|C 
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fen, thongh you afi«£led to be farpriled when tbe 
ehaile came to the door. And when I went to 
Dublin, Colonel Sandford, your confident, ac- 
quainted me, that you likewife affected to be jea- 
lous of a being, who, you was well afiiired, was 
only the pleader of another's caufe. The abfurdity 
of this fuppofition needs no cononient. You know 
my dirpofition well. You know that I am every 
rtiing in extremes, and defpife mediocrity, parti- 
cularly had I be;n in love ; which would havs 
prevented my leaving my admired Strephon. 
But you make me a princefs Huncamunca, wh» 

: <• I b»it * heart tb*t'4 luft taou^ tar tiwi 
" I'Te nwiisd him, utd now I'll nuuijr yaa-,'* 

But you conld not bave any poflible tight to 
eenfure my conduct, had it been fo, as the tenns 
we were upon made me millrefs of my own 
anions. The falfity, however, of your wicked 
aflertions, was fully evinced by my going to Ire- 
land ; for had I Uftfined either to tlie noble Earl 
or his Mei'cury, I ftiould undoubtedly have re- 
lAained in England, as his Lordfliip's known gene- 
rofity would have enabled me to pay my debts', 
(though moftly contraSed for you) and to have 
lived fplrndidly. 

You 

- C,(K.,Sl^ 
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' You were no ftranger, I am fure, to the truth 
of this, for your intimate, Mr. M- - of the war- 
office, was well acquainted with it, as he came to 
BrJAol on purpofe ti> foliclt the interell of the 
noble Earl, who was then minifler of ftate. My 
feelings prevented me from falling into that con- 
neftion. And with a noblenefs of fpirit, which 
does his Lordfiiip infinite honour, inflead of being 
, offended at my rejeflion of his fuit, he begged to 
be permitted to continue my Irieod, though I 
would not receive him as a lover. Had I been 
inclined to lifien to his Lordlhip, his being married 
was an infuper^ble bar. I ftkonld not have taken 
the liberty to mention this tranfa£tion, liad I not 
had bis Lordflup's leave, in order to exonerate me 
from the many falfe imputations you have thrown 
upon me, and whidi he himielf has heard repeated 
at Arthur's. 

But to return to my jewels. — Vou will pleafe to 
recoUefV, that when I delivered you the duplicates, 
I gave you at the fame time receipts figned by 
Maifoneuf, Deard, and Lazarus, for fix thoufand 
three hundred pounds ; and requefted you to 4ceep 
them till two great marriages, which were then in 
agitation, Hiould take place ; as the caf-windm'iir, 
and one of the ^lAklaces, together with my beft' 
ear-ringS, 
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car-rii^ were of eKqnilite wotk[nanAiii>. I am 
obliged to be tima minute, as I am lenfible your 
meiQory oftwi fiuls yon, efpecially where the cir- 
cumftance isneither lucrative nor i^eeaUe. How 
well you Xept this laft prouiife, 1 S/isil take the 
liberty to remind yon. 

When yoo preraited upon Lord Tyrawley to 
come iown to Briftot, to ufe his intereft with me- 
to return to Parliament-fireet, you artfully in- 
formed him of the contraft, and had the effrontery 
to lay yoo Were ready to execute it. Bot in order 
to prevent, our comiiitg to an explanation, like a 
Iroc (Kfcipl» cf Machlarel,. you poevailed upon 
(ieneral Henywood to acccHopany his X^rdfiiipk. 
You very well knew my feiitiments> and Were 
yAured, that>had you pi^eiled the power of com- 
i^l«atiae yow iBf^agemtsfat ni^ ?i.vpt&oa was to« 
firmly rooted to confem. I Aiould hav« rejedled 
your band with fcorn. The jaofefEons you made 
niei eveiy pofl, werede^iied; aud your afiei^ing 
to feel ior my lofs, was contemptible, even to- 
Uughtex. 

The tHunoroiH. Horics propagaied to my dif- 

advaotage,. 1 could not hear till my return from 

Iirel^nd, and tlien I only heard part; but a few 

d'liys fines I cecMved-full infbriBirtion of the whole>. 

which. 
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irhich forces me to call you a Jark »ffi0hh Upaii 
nyj arrival at CheAer^ my maid brought aa i 
4:unous letter} wherein, amidft nauiiwus profd^ 
fione of uaakefabl» aflfe£HiBn> you mentiolwdi, thxC 
you bad feut me the deed of anmiity for one 
. hundred and twenty poilndt, which you faid it 
was right that I flimild hare; not that you meant 
it for my pwvifiort. What a poor ftrmfy artifiar 
wlHch aa infant could eaUly difcover, M there 
tras wrote upon the back of it in large letters, 
** Counter-part bf the deed of annuity affigned t* 

*• ^^^ Morris, in truft for Mr. DSvy." I am 

not furprifed at your perfiAing in duplicity. The 
wonder would be, that all your thou^ts and ac- 
tions were not ftrongly marked with it. 

Upon my arrival in Ireland, I received a letter 
from Alderman Cracroft, wherein he mentioned, 
that application had been again made to you for 
payment of the annuity, and that on your peremp- 
tory refufal, which you had given, alledging that 
it was only meant for my fupport, and not to be 
difpofed of, they vrould come upon me for pay- 
ment, if I did not return the enclofed power 
figned, to enable them to fue for it. I accordingly 
(igned and returned the writing; and their arreft- 
ingjou for it; was owing to your own infolence. 
It 
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It was occafioned by your nngentleman-Iike be- 
haviour to Mr. Conftable, a perfon ythoy. thoagh 
jaot quite To rich as yourfelf in money, was infi- 
Aitely richer in integrity, propriety of demeaaor* 
and chara£ter. 

Why, at this time, did you not reproach me 
with being the caufe of that infult, as yqu after- 
wards termed it? For ilill you pefteied me with 
letters, but neither of them contained one word of 
this mighty event, which you ought to have ex- 
pelled long before, as it was threatened. Nor 
was there a Cngle word about the jewels* But 
as I would not write to you upon any account, 
\ left that alFaic to the alderman to refrefli your 
memory; when, to my infinite furprife, he in- 
formed me, in his next letter, that you had deli- 
vered them to Jefferies in the Strand, who had 
knocked them to pieces, and fold them for eleven 
hundred pounds ; though Maifoneuf, in his re- - 
xieipt, bad agreed to take them back, allowing ten 
per cent, for the time I ufed them. As moft of 
the capital articles were fet by him, it would cer- 
tainly have been not only more eligible, but more 
benefl, to have made application to him on the 
tlifjTOfal of them, or to any other jeweller, in pre- 
ference to a fword-cotler. 

Indeed, 
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, Indeed, I believe you was lb afliamed of this 
4ranla£tion, that you ceafed perfectiting nte any 
more till after my return to England. I will do 
.you the juAice to believe, that you would not 
have renewed your folicitations iben, but from the 
Jcnowledge you bad gained of a political party 
frequenting my houfe. And though the noble 
Earl was no longer mlnifter, yet you hoped to 
make me once more the ladder to your ambition. 
But when you founcl_alI your endeavours fruitlefs, 
you mod wicltediy poifoned the mind of my firft 
proteiftrefs, by making her believe it was her 
huiband that enabled ,mc to live as I did. By 
thus clouding your calumny, with aCiiring her 

Ladyfhip that it was the Earl of H who 

befriended me, you planted a dagger in my hearty 
which I was not made fenfible of till very lately. 

The balenefs of this tranfa£tion was cruelty in 
the extreme, as you well knew it was another 

Earl of H that vifited me; and had alfo 

been well informed, that his vifits were not of a 
nature to^ive umbrage to any perfon, there being 
many others of the fame pajty. But what added 
to tlie iniquity was, your inuendo of my not only 
having an alTair of gallantry with a married man, 
but with the hulband of the very lady who had 
protected me from my eaclieft infancy. 

And 

- C(K.^k 
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And even at this tiifie you wSre -^^l cotr- 
Vinced, that I was difpofod of to smother. Tht 
idea of injaring the peace of mind of airf perion, 
^is, Wh3L.my natnre fliudders at ; partieulOTly of ' 
-onewKohad honoured me? wirfi the ftrifleft inti- 
macy. Indeed, I have alleys efteemed thE crime 
of adultery equal to that of murder, as I knO# 
not any'diflference between being robbed of life, 
or the affe£Uons of the obje£t which endears it. 
Thefe are notions which you -have convinced the 
world, by your latt: conne£tion, that you have no 
idea of. 

I rauft beg leavcj though out of form, to rec- 
tify a miftakej under which I am informed you 
labour, about the vi^t I p^d you and your ina- 
tsoorata, at a certain houfe near Leicofter-fields. 
1 beg leave to aflure you, that I fliould never have 
felt the ledft fenfation ot jealoufy, had you chofen 
to give any lady the preference to me, even- whed 
we were upon the beft terms. And this you niuft 
be fatisfied of, ifyou will be at the trouble to in- 
veftigate my behaviour dviring the wretched years 
I thought myfelf your partner. 

But your apprehenfions did not proceed from 
that humane motive. It wis the fear of niy ma- 
king your amour public; which muft have been 
produfliv* 
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•• your pecion and psdcet. My intimatis ingra- 
titwl* wa« \(^ I <ii4fte(l e» be coDVineed efj 
tmt for dutf 7«t tfaight kave ta&en up your re- 
lidence M^ber (or Kfe, and I iOteiiM Ifare did 
with-Bw Kavelty, ■••a .j:ooi riddance, fiab my 

But to MCqfb once mofe to tfie /ewelt.-^- 
Cpan my goings foen aAer ny arrin! m Eng- 
land, to a party at Lady St. Lftger's, I was not 
a little Airprifed at Tacing my braodett, wfiich 
we» v»ry yeroadtabl^ upen a lady's anus; not 
nai I ]iA {o, at b«ng i^ormed, dtac you had 
iniifted:iipoa her aocaptiiig ihomfiar the civility A» 
had'fli«wny9tiF daughter. Ferthlslwasin^nitely 
■obliged M yxxi) M y<>ur reigning favourite was 
a bad- example fer a foung raind to have in view. 
Lady Harrii^ton, at the feme time, told me, that 
you had ptvfented your Del Tobofa, with my 
h«ft ear-rings, and fevei^l Other jewels, which 
fomnriy belooged to me. 

1 was oo longer at a lors, bow to account for 
their only nmoantirtg to the eleven hundred 
pounds you fmd they were fold for. But, indeed, 
- you always was gctierous, when you could be 
4o at the expence ef others. For example; I 
VOL. V, K will 
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wiil juft refrefii your menorT, with the reccdkc- 
tion of twelve pints of Tdey which Mr. Fox 
niAtle me a prefent of. When I requefted a pint 
for a lady who was a particular favourite of niin^ 
and whoai you profel£;d much to admire, it was 
with the greateft difficulty one pint was c^tained ; 
as you alledged that you had given fix to a fa- 
vourite of. your own, four to periims you had 
expeftattons froiii>and kept the two remaining for 
yourlelf. 

Po^r .wretched beii^ ! who knew not that fu- 
preme glnitm of dividing with others, what 
providenoB has bleft you with; . Indeed, upon a 
retrofpe^ of the partiaUty you have been favoured 
with by fortune, I could almoft adopt the Pagan 
fyftem, and fuppofe the blind Ijtdy prefided at ' 
your birch, and ftamped you another Midas, To 
carry on the allegory, 1 Jbould farther fuppole, 
that you will tremble at pai&ng tl^ Styx with 
Old ^haron, and grudge even the penny. And 
how will you be terrihed at approaching the 
three ftern judges! But Iwilfnot frighten you 
before your time. With a conftitution impaired 
by the raoft extravagant indulgence, and inherit- 
ing a painful malady, it can not be long ere you 
appear before the moA aweful of all tribunals. 
Bat 
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But is we are forbidden to give, judgment, I AiaU 
- only fay, " The Lord have mercy upon you!" 
When I infonned Alderman Cracrott of your 
generous donations of my property, which you 
Could not poffibly haye any claim to,, but for the 
two dtoufand pounds lent me upon th^a; as yon 
jteTcrgave any part of it, except ninety pounda 
for tiie naufetting a jprigy he coinplimented yoa 
with a bit of parchment. This he did, in order 
to prevent any future odium falling on yod, by 
an opportunity of produciog a clear account in 
a court of juftice. '- 

Now came a number »f letters fVom you, which 
were unanlwered. Whether our meeting in 
Derby-court, on a Sunday in January, was pre- 
meditated or accidental, I know not. - I believe ' 
the firft ;' aod that not out of regard to mey but, 
as I have before menttoried, in order to be intro~ 
duced, through my means, to Lerd H i ■ 
But had I again been a dupe to your arts', my 
power here could not have availed, as I never was 
but once of the party. Indeed, the vifitors only 
paid ihe' ihort Haw ttyes before they met. And ' 
I can with truth aflitm, I nevCK'was of the com-' 
pany but that once ; as I declined having any 
knowledge of th^ .pohtics, or.holding any coii- 
VKfation with perfons in that line. 

K 2 Your 
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Tovr 'ftAAe^ ^itiM ^upoa tlus raiMMiiMii 
were traty i4df«id«dv. ¥eu ttwn Wfeiit toif-tibfi*.' 
Iionfe, I AMk-Hie Pnnce ef OMMgcfslHtMd, the 
corner «rf York-firc«t, 6t.-}&aK^s»'4h*n%hin^ 
yon Wrote to ^c tte -riumef^us MlMrs. -Mmll 
norwffe f«!nt (fear Ndrfe Comb- tp >nBT %fto u 
&M ^«ie prs(ldfl4 a* yair4iat^kKrper,''t9 fjmA 
year eBul^'3tnd'4HipiDte'ad!^ititii|fceif^r:;wu^%iA 

This wds yom- IWl trial -offelTl, iMd"wtii(9i 
carried with it flifc greriat^fnrolmblKty^f^iftef^, 
as you knew-jny partiality and ■gtitHvi.ttarfixr 
arabafladrefs ; who had not on!; j>een jttnmdTC 
to me, but hadaftcfbiumdy fo flgr e d -m y rfnltfawt, 
A&I wiifr tO'be yoiff co^hM remtmirirmtr, I-nuft 
hera flop to put ymU* aUud^Uiatryac bitWnH^ 
pramtfed metofenle tmncy-poniUa a. ycarvpan 
her. But, &9 I hare Clid-beGan, .ymiTrtH'aiWkya 
carefel t» forget every thisg ^faatywcnu aoC 
ifiUrtflrd in. Far^n'mB, jE akean only in jnQrur 
erveobjeA&; for a .p iti i impBuuu g. jaridr, ^^yoft(wt 
of -^ine, dssde yo^r n(»]Ie£tia«' prfrfilft -ewHisbt 
when yan^ocght'yoBfTiHf begMftei^or ^^Mb^ 
Yflt ytm w^t«d--t}n' fnptr pkU tv rdant -^e 
affront. FbMo the fcrooitv ofcbe Msr, y«n 3*j|f 
bis docility, whan youi uHoroA tBqHimt-tc;'«a4 



jaa woul<l tiajt£e, I mean, move-, to any fiddly 
which tended to yonr emolument. You fee I am 
willing to allow you all the good qualities yoa 
pollefs, HI return (pt the ma^y bad ones you hav; 
^udeJervedly loailed me with. 
. You ^erw.ards forced youriclf into my boufe; 
whep aSiitning the affeiSed agonies of iove, (for- 
give mej thou chafte power, fer daring to mak« 
vfeofthy facred name, when fpeaking of a being 
Incapable of feeling thy tender delicate fenfa- 
tiont!) and Ending all, your tallacioifs endeavours 
qfelefii, you attempted to deftroy yourfelf. . Upon 
this occafiou you muA at leaA allow, whatever 
I fbrmerlyhad t^en> that I was totally obedient 
to your wilL for, seceding to your intention, 
X entreated tiut you. would pe.rmit me to call Iq 
fxite witoe&a to the Xr.age^, as I deemed k ^ 
Ccipte that fui;^ an tgaJltd .<:;hai»3er ilfould IP^ 
fc^ewti with only <Hffpe<JlMor, . 
. HfTti you nqft ^ctcnovled||^ that I gaye yotb 
a proof of ipy no? beii^ Jki^' You, however, 
foon retra6ted your tragic refolution, and S^^ 
your fword iato ita fcAbbardi What a pittk'; 
Had you gone ptf' thus heroicaltyj you ^^mjtf 
{uveefcaped th« impoiutida of being a tnpf^ 
K 3 fter 
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fter ot ingratitude, and confeqtiently a peft t* 

fociet y *. 

I hear I am indebted to the falflioods yoa have 
propagated relative to me, for being traduced in 
a wretched performance which made its appear' 
ance whitft I was in Ireland. It was faid to be 
written by a being that calls hirafelf a fea officer, 
fiut I can fcarcely fuppofe, that anyperfon wha 
denominates himfelf a gentleman, would write 
fach vile ftuff of a woman he never was ac- 
quainted with, and who never injured him. I 
rather think it was fome poor fcribbler you had 
kircd for that {>urpofe. 

But to return to Jermyn-ftreet-^— When yoa 
was convinced that there was no poffibtlity of 
^our being admitted more, you did not flop at 
?ny fallhood to blacken and depriciate me. At 
the time my affairs rendered it neceffary for me 
to go abroad, yon again pretended a return of 
affedion. You offered me your houfe in Dor- 
fetfliire ; and when that was abfolutely refafed, 

* Private bUbUigcace to th^ who ma; not know It.— Mr, Ecoi 
cntrnfted the gentlemui with ■ conireriation he had witb his Rdyd 
Mailer, under sn injunSion of tecniy. And he impnidendy di- 
Tulged it, to ^e prejudice of hii noble baxi»£tar. Which not oolf 
•CGifioned thofe fine line* In Churchiilf but a poem entitled " In- 
" gratitude." 

you 

,,„...,C.>.>8lc 



J. C A L G B. A F T, EaQ. I99 

yoQ once more bound yourfelf to compromife my 
, debts in a year; though you were fenfible I had 
been enabled, by the prelents I had received, and 
Mr. Calcraft's affidaous friendihip, to leflen thein 
confiderably. 

When you found that I refufed to fee my 
children, if you was to accompany them, which 
you ofktei to do the approaching fummer, your 
abufe began again; and you fent me an an- 
nuity, conditionally, upon my living abroad, 
together with two hundred pounds. As to the. 
general releafej I could have no objection to lign 
it, having no demand. But as I allowed feven 
hundred pounds for the annuity, you could not 
have any right to profcribe my reflding in Eng- 
land ; particularly as you well knew 1 fliouid 
never trouble you.. 

I muft now congratulate you upon a manceuvre, 
which feems to Ihow that you afpired to be 
thought an idiot. But this, indeed, you may do, 
to impofe upon thofe who Are ihocked at your 
unparalleled ingratitude, which is reprobi 
by your dependents, and thole who forme 
you company. It appears, that you w 
ther have the imputation of folly, than 
plete knavery ; or elfe you would not have de- ^ 
K 4 fired 



fired your iatimate,. Mr. Kngl^fttcb*^ to aft. dtp 
Kooionrabk M^'*->-« wliAbff th» chHdrdn wm« 
Aoehii. 

O, tfiou head of rfid WrongTieads ! cooldft thoo 
be fo jimple as to Imagine, that hait this beeit 
really the cafe, he would have divulged it ? I 
thuft, ho*re¥fcr, aflbfe you, to my no fmall mor- 
tification, and ihiir Hfgrace, thit they ate, bon^ 
fiiti your 0*n. And give me credit for the de- 
claration, when I r^y, that I would' have prefer- 
red the tnoft abjeft feeing to yoUr Wretched felf ; 
*ho, in my t^iniftn, are a eoapownd df every 
vice, vulgarity, arii RleAnhefs. Siit as your pa- 
niotic principiefi Coincide witli tTiofe 6f Mr» 
^ttbcrjidty this nttfiake, upon recoIIciSion, is not 
- to be Wondered af, - 

You have long made me fuffer, m Hlence, tlie 
l«fs of the good opinion of t^ world^ and th» 
averted eye of coJd coniempt ; but thefe, im- 
portant, a& they are, cannot compare to the poig- 
nant torment of my mind. The deviation from 
virtue, even with a beloved objefl, is attendee^ 
Hifh fcvere reSieffcioa and remorfe. How much 

• Mr. H.— oe»cr fpoke In partiiment but once. Then, bow- 
Wvc, be IpckE remaitbbljr wdL 

• more 
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OWN fi mttft my ftjilsti^ts ^e% w<|)eD> havi^ 
h«ii ft) miaiy yuta ihe 4t9f) qf f«ifr at(t6ffe«f 
Ii«il»7fetf ledvMitQ (Hf-Te«ntcaqt(> fnini b«- 

the object of my diHike, but is,now of ipy ^vf^r- 

flQll ) 

I had likB Id lnv«: faign* tSba obli^iit^ii I lis 
uwlar to y^tt fot bFttafiiiig Opf* Ay puii^Otti whteb 
I had OFdarvd to be TmA to atf molher'a. Am 
you cbfife xa bdtp the fieeo tf (taaitarvi you itnV 
gin^ tbe CUB terns of it on^ likswift lo be youf*^ 
Bdt being cMtflM yt* eQ«4d fW »Wtfei((g M: Jt tSwt 
comii give ytm p)eajiuT^ I wn in^li^ajtb) to fof 
give yoij. I muft fey,' hejww*, th»t lo ^rtfu»^ 
to- h»k into tlteftoafidtntwl l#*tefq of Oity pwft>n> 
wMh(Ml p^mnflkm^ noiM ibockany <Uiier' who 
po^^d tbe leaA degi'es of reiiiiQidB or prDiiki«ty. 
But i'forgot IwA suMmffiivg youy whwarc infea- 
Afebiboth. 

Tba ufit you nra^ of ^h eiKnii^^aoce^- ivhiidi 
I have ahready metitiotiad, add; haoe-. but lately 
aiEiiwuMd a koowted^ df^ ddes;)ica» infinite hCMiour. 
JlaA At the &i»e tiM«, the fioitfnVuod ejUem Mi 
i^ing fr'tifidfl^ o* it«' noblfc Earl^ itedoanj Co' 
ittine. To mort^ ^ouflili more, Aefe are likely 
tooiii^itea> ia defpit«<rf aM yonv naf^aations. 
K s , 1 take " 
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I take this opportnnity to declare, that I nerer 
received a prefent from I^ord Hatrii^on, but o£ 
one fifty poundi ; which I bdiere wae intended 
a> a return for the toys I purchofed for Lord 
FeteWhain. 

fiut leaft thit deckratioa fliould be fuppofed 
to carry with it a defire to be reftored to Lady 
Harrington's good graces, X muft beg leave to 
fay, that I have alre^y decliobd many invitations 
to Harrington-hottfe] from her Ladyfliip herfelf ; 
who thought fit to employ, upon the occaHon, a 
nobleman fhe concluded 1 could not refiiie. This 
was no lefs a perfon^e thfoi Comte Haflang. 
But though I feel every fenfation of gratitude 
for her Iddyftiip, yet no inducement will ever 
prevail upon me to afiociatc with any perfon, be 
their diflinflioa ever fo h^h, who can harbour 
for a moment a fufplcion of that fincerity I 
make my boaft. As fuch a condefcenfion wooli. 
leflen me more, if poffible, in my- own opinion. 

As I make no doubt but her Ladyfhip'will read 
this; and as I have reafon to be afliired of her. 
partiality for me; if you are admitted into her 
bcofe at this time, I think you may bid adieu to 
an tHit^e at that refidence. I bad every relpe<5t 
for the noble Eail at the Stable-yaid ; but it was 

'.' '. ' . : fo 
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fo diftant, that I never fpoke to him in my life 
but at table. Nor can I put his attrai^ons, 
either {terfonal or mental, in competition with 
the one in queftion ; the qualities of whofe mind 
and heart, make him efteemed and revered by alt 
who have the happinefs of knowing him. 

Were it pofBble to enumerate your mean 
anions, they would fill volumes. One, how- 
ever, of a lingular kind, I muft remind you of; 
and that is, your refiifingto keep the horfes which 
were given me ; though, when in town, you daily 
drove a pair of thenr. 

When I lent you word, fome fliort time fiticty 
that I was arrefted*forthe champaign 1 had wrote 
for, ^y your order, to Mr. Woodfield, to fend to 
Germany, you refiifed paying it, nothwithftand- 
ing your clerk aflured me, that you had fet it 
down in the Marquis's account. You refufed tO' 
- pay it ; ri^tly judging^ that T was under toa 
many obligations to- his Lordfliip, to fet fuch a. 
trifle in competition with the favours he had con- 
ferred upon me ; and you prefumed likewife^ upon. 
bis being in Genn»iy at the time. 

Further, when I was applied to by Mr.._pin- 

more, for fix and thirty pounds, for claret for your. 

MVK tabl^. through my indifcretion in writing; 

IL (>■ farv 



Ibr it, by yoil^ oiilv iihewil^ - 1 paraaptfitSy n* 
fyited to difehat:gfl !(; nodi^dthl^utdi^ y^w 
meanncfa in teUisg him, tbflt I had ovJwed th» 
wine for Ay own uCt^ and thw^ra you would 
hot pay for it« A cicciinftance yov sHgl^t tu 
have heeii nflianWd to t«ll hUn, hi»d I ever de»U 
with him. But you was conCaioa* of the faU#cy 
of the aSettioni as, for the I3A four years. ^w«» 
in youT heuf«, I bad all the wise iai mj. nv«r 
fompany frctn Mr. ToiubeviJJe, and no etbtr 
mtrcianit - 

As a friend, I would advife yjia to fettle tjii* 
dirty iSair as fopi» as poflihjie, for I amraetenni- 
jied to conteft it. Not that you can fUsdin ft 
more contemptible light %)faii. yon do, for I mffjf 
-iay of yoa, wfafit Cato lays of the Eoftperor, 

M Cx&T aOuniM t HubeDOtluDPIiaiAIiA?" 

As to myfe)^ yeu at« fenfible I neVEr draoft. 
any wine before my il(be<«, bat \«bac ww iblundiZ 
;and that ilfnefs WM Mca£bMd fcy ygar cm^ 4^ 
A^f, as fara tennined k. Fwti ffach w M j^ fc, 
good Lord deliver liM» Md uNt tHaf* alAifrpf 
beings, who are ieeani by #fteh ttfitilos as feor- 
ftlf! 

Tkongfi rattter eut of <Ne ccmrft, I. loHe ■••^ 
ferved fome of your chl<f ififiuvra for a bonnr- 
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iaucte^ I {hail begu . vrilb tbe- a,ffHr of Mr- 
^^rks. You earned into a jtunt bon^ with me 
to Sparbs, foe &i» hvodred potmds whtclr I Ar- 
rowed cf lumi to p»7 Mr. Squtb ot the £x£he- 
quer. ■ For this upon yeix pleiidiDg w^nt of 
WJoaeff yo« gftve a freih beai, sndpat off the 
pzymenC till the year following^ And ^fter out* 

; feparationf, you taoft unmuUy reported, that you 
bad given me the looaey to difcharge the debt. 
This was ona of th« moli ridiculous fiilihood» 
you evei advaooed. It is evident to a peifon of 
tbe weabe£b uoderftanding, thar had you giveo, 
me the infiney> you certainly would' hot have re- 
newed the obligatioo. An. afiertion of thia kin^ 
is but a tTtSe to you, for you are lb accuftomed tt>- 
untrothfr tbat you ieldom ftaitlc at the moft. 
glaring. 

But in order to fet thit ai^r in a- clear light, it 
will \m Mceflary for me to repeat an event, wUicb^ 
tiieugh k QM^y aSoid a, proof of my tndtfciKtio^ 
I hope will not blacken my heart. Up«ii> my 
having loil a c<xiJiderabIe fum at play, I coijuefled. 
you to lead ow feur huodired pounds till my be- 
nefit. Be So good acta recoUeft, that this wa^. 

I not vpoa Sparks's account. When I made thff- 

n>qBefi| fon told a» that ^m would gnnt it, oa 

conditii^ 
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condition tbat I wonU flay at home the fame 
evening. Nay, you went farther ; for you <Se- 
jired a female intimate to inform me, that you 
yould pay alf my debts In the mornings if I would 
ceafe to be cruel. 

Though I fliuddered at the propofa], as I jhould . 
iiave done at the fight of a bafililk, yet necefiity 
made me confent, Ss I had company of my own- 
to paCs the evening. Soon after eleven o'cloct, 
Lady H ■ n called in, and infifled that I fliould 
accompany her to a party in Arlington- ftreet. 
You had then lent me the money, and clairaeJ 
my promife; but the two female friends, wKo 
had (pent the evening with us, preparing for 
fiome, and her Ladyfliip ftrongly urging me to at- 
tend her, I accepted her invitation, and left you' 
to indulge your own pleafant fancies. 

It being a very fine morning-, and my chair 
Being at Harrington-houfe, we all agreed W ruir 
down the- Green Park. Here I have every reafon 
to believe I loft my pocket-book; as the 
nobleman who honoured' me with his arm, no- 
ticed the jingling (rf fomething in my pocket, 
and pleafantly enquired if I carried the keys of 
the houfe about me. This noife I apprehend" was 
owing to the lock, which, in diincing, had brought 
up 
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tip the boc^. I am the mone confirmed in this 
CODJe^re^ as a gentlemam of known veracity^ 
acquainted me, that be faw a perfon pidc up the 
book. By this you fee, I allow^ that 1 kept very 
early hours. 

This Jofs of mine was not known for foine 
time to any perfon in the &mily, except Clifford 
and myfelf, notwithllanding it was adrcrtiiedf 
with the ofier of a, haadfome reward, exduHve 
of the bank-notes it contained, for a paper which 
was in it. How you got poUellion oi that paper, 
or the advantage you made of it, 1 leave to your 
ftwn feelings. Though, indeed, your heart is 
<;alIous to every proper fenfation, and I could wi£h. 
to explain this faft, wore fully to difplay youj: 
reHitude; I Ihall, how.ewr, only fay with Oroonoko, 
*• Our godi have no punijhment for fueh nnhe«rd:of.- 
** crimes" , 

The bills you at that time lent ijie» you h^ve 
fince affirmed, were given me to pay .Mr. Sparfcs, 
How then came you afterwards to demand the 
money of me, and abfolutely to receive it at the 
ftipulated time? It was very improbable I 
Jhould borrow money to take up your bond. 
But you well know, it was borrowed to pay Mr.^ 
^aftoe a play debt. To my Ihame I own jt.~ 
' - What 
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YfiM is m k» DstBie wrongs na wort) ctra fa|-> 
liMo, I am abova the low nit of tnijeavtmriitg 
to sxteriHatf 017 fcolnb I bare tnaix tha worU 
1x17 cQMifiiteBtD ever floce I Isondwd into it, mtd 
after fo many years of ingoiuoufnefs, it frvitM 
be felly HI tiw extreiQB to attsaipt lo io tot But 
to ycm I cnntioi bm nfpoafibls, u the mKaiy you 
Iww bnmght nfton m^ def»vei th« m^ Qdliiiii- 
t^ contempt and reprobation. 

It woold not only be abfdrd, but fmittefs, to- 
rfetf^ myfter'y. Had not your gr^t aSt&ion 
inditeed yod to l6a^ m^wifh obldquy^ the ft-orlit 
would not have lVippof(fd ftie <5ulpabfe ia leaving 
you. Though I muft ackflowkdge, that the' 
,fen«raAty of mankind ufuaHy give farger eredft 
fbr error than any other commodity i an'd ( havft 
b»en favourei^ through yeur generous ail^ance, 
with over-meafure for my indifcretions. 

you well knowj that the firft fix years of onr 
connn^ion^ I was totally infenfible to bappinefs^ 
and in a perpetual buflle to promote your intereft. 
The lafl fouc were perfeftly miferable; and it 
cannot be a matter of furprize, that I ran into dif- 
fipation to avoid thought. In this^ however, as 
X have already f^ud, I W4& only culjable to thp 
worli 



wtrvrid and tajftifi as yoaoould not poffiblj have 
aay light to eenfttre n^y conduA. My hatred 
was invincU>le; and I nerci entered yoar detefted 
Fefidence, but 'widi the moQ. piercing regret. Ev«n 
Biy children ahnoft difplofed^ £nna their unfor- 
tanate prosimit:; to yoiu 

Ai your affianced wife, yoti mnfi own that I 
did m«r« thiui my daty. And had' I re^y loved 
you, I eould not hawe betn more anxious, eithcw 
to promote your intereft, to hide your ignorance 
cr to curb- yoor inteinperanco. The tattfrgv-' 
H«ralty ended, With my being employed in th« 
pealing avocati«n of a nnrfe. And ereo in that 
I co«ld net pleafe, as you wdl knev it was no$ 
from ajfeftion that I tended yon, bat from what- J 
theft thou^t my duty. 

I fli^l oov, in order to comince the worH at 
the ebHgarions t ratfy lie under to you, talte 4 
rttrofpdiftivc view of the pct^niary ti-anfafliorisr 
which have pafled between us. In the firft place* 
I /halt enumerate the fatas I have received from 
fou, and then, per eontta, fet down the advan- 
tages thai have arifen t» yen from ourHnien. 

Jf the baal-netea 1 nscmed in the blank cover 

came from you, -which va vticy aoKh to tedoubte^ 

I am t« ftattd indibted t9 yo« for that loool.— • 

Towards 
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Towards (he expences of a ball winch I gave 06 
your daughter's birth-day, you fent me 105 h— ' 
You made me a prefent of your piihire, in minia<- 
ture, let with rofe diamonds, value aol.— You 
likewUe gave me a fecohd-harid repeater, which 
coft 35I. — You paid for new-fetting a diamond 
fprig90h — You fettled on me an annuity of one 
hundred and twenty pounds; but as not one year 
of it has been paid, I cannot confidef myfelf as 
indebted to you fcH- it.— I receivtd, to give up the 
contra6t bond, and to drop the fuit commenced 
.againft you for the diamonds fold by Jefieties, 
xool.— You granted me an additional annuity of 
ene hundred poundls a year, which I received foe 
four years; the .amount confequently is 400L— 
You fay, that the expences attending my indi^M>- 
£tions whilft with you, but for which I have only 
your bare tfje dixit j amounted to the fum of 900I. 
— Thefe are all the fums of money that you ex- 
pended, or are fuppofed to have expended, upon 
me during our connection. 

Now behold the other - Ude— were I to be paid 
by you for the £jt years Slavery I underwent 
nKith you, and the -four years mifery, it would 
amount, at the moA regfon&ble calculation, -to a 
'Vety conHderable fum; butfon^ I'&all leave a 
blank. 
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blank.— To proceed to articles for which P can 
make a charge.— There is due to me upon the 
receipts for the diamonds, allowing thirteen hun- 
dred pounds paid for the fafliion, 3000I. — Had 
the annuity of one hundred and twenty pound) 
been regularly paid, it would have amounted, for 
tTie fixteen years due, to 19201.-^! expendfed, 
idring my refldettce W'.th you, eight years receipts 
at the theatres, anronnting to 9600I. — Yob re- 
ceived General Braddock's 4gency, which ■ yoo 
had upon my account, four years, at three hvm- 
Aved pounds per annum,' iaool.-^The General 
likewife left you, upon his det^afe, ^Micluding 
that We were married, full 700al.— Lord Tyraw- 
ley's agency, which you procured through ni^ 
and of which you promtfed me the eniotumeiits> 
brought you in at Icaft five hundred pound* 
yearly, for fevei) years, which amounts to 3500I. 
—Jjeneral Mordaunt's, "which you procured by 
the fanie means, yielded you three hundred a year 
for fix years, 1800I. — General Lafcdles's, the 
fame fum yearly for nine years, 2700I.— You 
had of iriine five' coach and- two faddle horfes, 
■worth 250I.'— Together -widi a town chariot, 
qirite new, which coft 147 1. — I paid fw Cham- 
paigne, which, agreeable to your requeft, I wrote- 
for to fend the Marquis of Granby, and which 
'" you 

L C()(wk' 
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^ott chvgpd to his LordlbJpV accdiint) 8o]>— •{ 
expended upon your brother^ Captain Calcraft, at 
the academj', aod for other nectaries, 3jQl> — I. 
likctufe paid for doathv, &c. for jour ilfter^ 
doling fix yeajrc, the lam of 4COl.^—l paid Mrs. 
Joidan's bill £w rtai neceffanes> i6al> — I laid oufe 
In buildup a hot-boufe^ ice-houfe, &c> at Holl- 
wood> upon the fuppolition that it wo^ld be minir 
and nay daughter's after bo^ 400I. — To thiS) by 
way of connluding article^ I may 3^ that I faved| 
during the fir^ ia ChonAet-row, youE books, fui-'- 
niture^ and thirteen hynd^eed pAunds to cafi)# fiook 
the hands of the rax^, ■ 

. H»ving thvs enuqierated the different itenis> \ 
leave you, who ate fo greal ati adept in fi^uieS} to 
draw the balance. Yott will fooi^ iee^ that it i» 
j^Ml^ in njg ^vour; anil'Fcqpell tb^ yoH will 
fend me a. dcaft &r tj^ ium as foon as. poCibk*. ia 
order to coRcluda aU tr-aofa^iQR» b.«twe9D us^ 

I thoujiJu tO'haveconcJudei.bfire : but yqu wwft 
pcfmit toe juil to add^ that I have often b^n 
tempted t» thinic there was. Biot.a titllen angol ilk 
til Fandmnoitiunv ^ which I could nof refeo^i^ 
a living^ character. Yon \ hi!,weT«j ia this fianir 

• WHoiMswOonidtractMaetibvEESdivrMntliWIt, itMa 
perf«i bnerting )wd«r dM moll a^^vuad ii^uri*^ md wliicb bw 
long fuicc OibCdcdj due aUowancci ic U » be h^i«^ will be ttude 
Ai. dig ftveriti of it. 

Ittude^ 



titaAe, ttanfcend ■every other mortal j for yon hat* 
pride equd to Laeffer, though jcra want hi* fprrtt; 
to irfiich are added the tmtufcnee of Afohth, and 
*he ararice ©f JWiwnisH.— Ytmfee lam ftlll detirotM 
at introdntang" yen into good company. 

frtras-very ImpoBtic hi yon to fend yemrfcr** 
irTome, to dtffui^ me - fmm -^uUiftiiig Aih 
Letter. You luppofed, that ray ngnrd for him 
■WoBid prerent me from ezpoling him in his rela- 
<t4on ; biit n* power on earth jhall prevent me 
from dfMng it. If I am amenaUe to the laws of " 
my country, for making known, in dtis manner* 
any injuries, and your perfidy, carry your threatt 
^to execution. No martyr that ever fofiered in 
itiie caufe of religion, refigned thenalelvea to thetc 
&te with greater cheufulnefs. £vui death Jhall 
not deter me. 

Brfore I co'nclade, 1 moft Jblemnly afliire yon, 
%hat neither Mr. Woodward nor Mr. Kelly, who 
i find are the marked objefts of your iv&ntment* 
.ever faw, heard, or read a fingle line of this Letter; 
and that I hare neither !>«€» abetted or affifted by 
any living creature ; nor has any living perlbn 
penifed a line of it, bat one gentleman, who took 
ifie- Urouble-of reading four pages; when being 
tired of fo wortblefl a fubjeA, he threw it down, 
V> 
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in crder to purfue his favourite flndf of alchjinf, 
with his reiearches after the Philolbpher's Stone. . 
Yet let me again proteft to you, th^ every 
article which I am acqqainted with, and which 
yoa are To apprehenliTe about, is as fecurely locked 
in my breafl, as it U in your Ix^lbm — fo farewelL — 
■** Read this, and then to breakftft with what apr 
« ^tite you may." . / 

- . . C. A. BSLLAUY. 
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May 4, ijlj. ' 

,/VS I can have do doubt, Madame from the 
friendflup 70c have ?ver profefled for me, that 
you intereft yourfelf ia whatever concerns me, . 
I wiH now g4ve yon an accouiic of the principal 
events relative to myfel^ that have taken place 
fince the commencement of the prefent year 17851. 
I fear the recital will, now and then, draw a figh 
fr<Mn your fympathetic heart; yet, at yOu will fee 
from it that my profpetfts -fcegin to brighten, and 
that the dawH of a tranquillity to vi^ich I bad 
long been a ftrangerf already tinges the horizon 
of my future days, I truft the pleaAiire you receivfc 
from it will overbalance the pain it gives you. 

You mufl know then, that the emolument I 
reaped from the fale of the copy of my *' Apology," 
at I was at the time greatly involved, went imme* 
diately, as far as it would go, towards fatisfying 
thofe creditors. Havir^ thus drained myfelf of ■ 
every guinea)- 1 wa; unfortunately compelled to 
contra^! ftrelli debts, to fupport a wretched' *xift-- 



Among 



Aiilong thefe, was one of fourteen po(lnd< foe' 
my lodging. A«d as I had, hj fome means or 
other, kicurred the diSike of the woman of th« 
boufe, the expe£Ution of future advantages from 
.a generoui puUtc, when m^ flory came to b« 
inawnfcoiibl not pMnue far me the Jeafl Icnjtji 
Fnrn vlvt caafe ths iarateraoy a£ tkn peefiu 
/pmag, I never owdd «oiceiT«, as I Hwvjt vmit 
At nqr ftudy to oblige htf, as far 9* l*j in aiy 
(KKVer; but to fitch a height was it n&a, by tb* 
tii&e tke :debt h^d aceomnlatsd to the fom mea- 
t'K>Md> that a writ was t^ken out againft iBfl« 
4ad a<OieriP( officer introduced into taj aipan~ 
CBtnt) t0 ^rvc it* iy herjtlf. And to malc« the 
«9f tnre cu v^atiooa, o||^d£v^ «nd dijgra^fnl 
aa .foffibje, I was hqpoucfd with, (jm villi; abcq$ 
»ight o'olock on R SaturAv «Teningi iixA takm t« 
Mr. Parfwif*. 

I amiiitdeiitsd to-Mr.Btlten, of Haretcaurt, !n 
tlu TflH^le, .£»r obtaining a rekofe from riUKdif- 
agreeablc. aSair* Sut th^wj^ the malice .«S.mf 
^liiicDt^ was' thqt dfiftntfd by th« k«nd later- 
^r(i«e rf that gcntkFQan, y«.|o ipy c«tt I.feiind» 
that it ifua net ia tlK.le^L>^'<'^ Enraged at 
the,diftpf9ipt||iwit>9f hArniatflTlritQt.wi&es> &c 
ibught out every perfon to whom I happened J> 
be 
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Irt indtbred; and by every argument flift conld 
devife, prevailed upon them to ferve me with 
copies of writs. The confequence of tliie was, 
thtt'the debts Were im^reftfed tberebjr tt> four times 
the fum they originally had beeA. 

To add to the diftrefs which thus poured in 
upon me> having neglefted, through not undfir- 
ftahding the law, to have one of the writs properly 
anfwered, I Wa* ferved with an attachment for 
contempt of court; and being unable to fatisfy 
the demand, was reduc-ed to j^ay a viht, t/Rce laotey 
to the grated mxnficin of Mr. Parfons. 

My introdu6:iOn to that gentleman was owing, 
as I havA already informed you, though I did not 
then ifiention his' name, to my indifcretion in ac- 
cepting a bill, as already related, for Mifs Smithers, 
the unworthy woman who deceived both my fon 
Metham and (nyfelf. ' Upon this occafion I was 
fiill more obliged to Mr, Batten, as I was not 
then fniflyefs of a fmgle ihilling. That the mea- 
fure of my misfortunes may be heaped, my kind' 
hoft would not fuffer me to quit his houfe, Iwith-' 
oat fomething to remember him ; for before I de-' 
parted, he prefented me with another copy of a 
writ for five guineas, which had b«eu,fome time 
VOL. V, L due 
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due to him, in confeqaence of the above-mentiaaed 
biU. 

Thefe repeated (UftrefTes alraoft drove me once 
more to defpair, as I could fcarcdy hope to be 
extricated from them. But at length, through 
the generous affiftance of the Duchefs of Bolton, 
the Duke of Montague, his Grace -of Rutland, 
Earl Mansfield, Sir Francis and Lady Ballet, Lady 
James, Mrs. Haftings, a generous incognito, and 
my highly-valued Mrs. Bull (wbofe friendOiip, of 
which I am proud, I am indebted to my diftre£E 
for, as I had not the honour of knowing that l»dy 
till my " Apology" appeared), the cloud began to 
difp^rfe, and I had every reafon to hope, that I 
fhould foon have been freed from the deb.ts I had 
lately incurred ; when I received a viGt from Mr, 
Kaylor, who brought me in a long bill for under- 
taking and carrying on the fuit relative to the falfe 
arreft I have already given you an account of. 

Nothing could equal my furprize upon the 
occaGon, as I had paid that gentleman leven 
guineas and a half towards the expence; and 
from his not having made any demand for up^ 
watds of five years, I could not.pollibly entertain 
an idea that I was hU debtor. In this dilemma^ 
I ^gain 
, 4 
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lag^ia coalulted Mr. Batten, to whixO} as I havo 
juA faid, I am fo much obliged. 

I &ould have infonned yoa, that the pleafure of 
firft knowing this worthy man, was owing to his 
calling upon .roe from the late Mr. Woodward's 
brother, whofe attorney he is, to folicit my coo- 
lent that the executors flioald deliver up the 
t)ond. &c- of his, which they found among Mr, 
Woodward's papers after his deceale. To this 
requefl I readily al&nted ; and I have ligned ? 
writing for that purpofe, wherein I give up what- 
ever claim I may have to the debt. And as there 
is no other perfon that can have any claim, I hope 
Mr. Batten's endeavours in behalf of his client, 
will be crownfd with fuccefs. 

Having now given yoa the gloomy and diflrefs- 
ful part of the incidents which Jiave befallen me 
Jinctfthe commencement of the prefent year, I will 
proceed to inform you, as I am well afliired the 
information will afford you pleafure, that I have 
every jwofpe(3 of being comfortably fituated for 
Efe. 

Even independency, Tiowever, is not fo flatter- 
ing to a mind like mine, as the bting cbcrljhed and 
^/roM{/?(/by the truly ^ooi/ and virtuous of the age. 
Such a fituatioo muft exalt even the faulty to a 
L 2 degree 
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degree of trsnfcescJent' jrfeafiir^ not to fay vsottr. 
And I may, with the moft grsuM ^bsgs, re- 
peat thofe lioei wbidt Lord Lanfikmn wrote ea 
the vrindow at the apartncnts in the Tower, where 
Sii- Kobert Walpole (afurwatdl E»l of Oifer^ 
was cfxifitwd. 

Good uaexp«aed. evil imfyrtOmt 
Appear by tanu, u forw&e Ihifii the Icem. 
Some rtii'i by fonone, tumib down im^Iii 
A»i &11 to lnTd,a^ kmild ni. rifi •Ealfu 

But what fin^Ur pleafure mull I ex^ience 
from being llili patronifed by the noble derceodant 
of two exaUcd charatf^ers, whom I loved and ad- 
mired when Uving, and revere and regret now 
they are no mor^ But why do I fay regret, 
as fuch goodnefs rouJl be happy ; ami I blame 
niyfelf for being fo fellTlh] as their undubitable 
felicity ought to have prevented the frequent tears 
, I have IheJ for their lofs^ 

I mull add, that the Duke of Rutland's muai- 
ficence, though it relieved me from an urgenC 
dillrd's, w^ nor fo acceptable to me as the ele- 
gant letter with which his Grace honoured noe. 
The firA admiuiHered to my diftrefs, the latter 
will ever be gtateluUy iraprefled upoa my mind. 
This 
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This public acknowledgment of my gratitude 
I eaoDOt withhold ; but aU tdiofe who have coa- 
fcrted (d>Iigations Dfion me wilt ao farther re- 
member them, than in having had the fupreme 
happinefs to relieve the diftrelTed. The mind of 
goodnefs is not confined to a Tttut. I have had 
the heart-felt fatisftiflion of fowKng, that the be- 
nevolence and philanthropy of that Emperor, is 
poSelTed by many; and can fayj from experience, 
with my worthy old friend Dr. Young, 

' But tome pMI fin]*, and ttmii'd wtdi ittntHli diviiM, 
Give ggld a ^cc and txach in bum to dkiM. 
All hoarded treafures they repuw.aload j 
Nor think their wealth their own, till viiU tifiow'd. 
Orand rtfrrmn ol pnblic hapfiiiiers, 
Tbroogb lean ftmou tlififafiToLy they Ueft ; 
And while their bounties glide conceal'dlhun vlewi 
Kellcve uur want!, and Tpate our hlaOia too. 

Let me.not appear an Egotift, when I declare, 
tbat I never felt mifwy without the reaJIeflion 
.of a SeUfarius ; nor ever had the means of afford- 
ing relief to the wretched, but that firjl of men was 
foremofl in my thoughts. 

I know I muft expeiSl the moft illiberal ahufe 

that falJhood can invent, from thofe of whom I 

have told difagreeable truths. But whatever in- 

L 3 difcretlons 
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difcretions I may have been guilty of, I defy' the 
blackeft milice to cenfure my frtjent conda£t. 
I have, 'bowevec, the fatistafUon to he able to 
%*> 

Tbe more I am defam'il, my mini. 
Like pureA linen laid io open air, 
1 he more 'tis bleach'd ihall whiten tocbeviefr. 

As to the peijbn,. through whole cruel tFeat> 
ment I have fuffered the inconveniencies I bav'r 
done, he is too much below contempt for me to- 
beftow R thought upon his publication. -J- '*-i>/ 
" the galVdjadt tvinte, tur withers aft tutvirun^" 

As Mr. Townley Ward, -who is an Bonour ta. hi^ 
preffjjitm, has kindly undertaken my caufe, I have 
•very hope to be refcued from his power. ' I 
Aall call' upon Mrs, Boys, a lady of thejlrlaefi 
inugriijy and moft unblemiflied reputation, to 
vooch for the" truth of What i have aflerted re- 
lative to his ufage, as ihe was witnefs to the un- 
paralleled infolenca and barbarity I was treated 
with. To Mr. Batten, whom I havejuft mea^ 
tioaed, and who is a gentleman of too much reili«- 

■ DnFden'i Amphitryon. I have talcai the liberty to fubltitnt*. 
the word HIND for virtue, which Js ured inlhc original. 
t Hunlet, ACt III. Scene 2. 

tude 
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ftiife to tell an untruth, and too much feeling 
to fubmit to a mean action, he repeatedly faid he 
would not oppofe- an amicable bill, if we filed 
one. How well he kept his promife, fome of the 
foregoing Letters will Aow. I do not wifli my 
afleveration to- be taken, bat fiich incontrtvert- 
ihle teftimonies of thofe who are living to witnefs 
my afferCions, cannot be difputed. 

But I have kifled the rod wfth patience ; and 
now find, that the effefls of black adverfity are 
fweet, as they teach us our own infirmities. Fre- 
quent difappointments make us hope forgivenell 
for error, and' when part, gives us a foretaCle of 
heaven. 

Now retiring to the fweet converfation of a 
. few worthy intimates, I blefs my benefaQors, and 
adore my God* 

G. A. B. 
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X Know the goodnefs dT your heart too well to 

think any apology needfu! for fending you the 

{;opy of a letter . which breathes fucb a fpirit of 

L 4 true 
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true philanthropy, good tenk, and politenefs, a$ 
the following doest Though I bad r«Iat«d every 
material circamftance that I could recoiled, and 
had confequently taken leave both of yourfelf and 
my readers in my preceding epiftle, yet I muft 
~ii accther, to Jet you ihare with me in the fii- 
tisfa£lion I have received from it- You will fee 
by the date that it is but juft come to handj and 
could not have been infertsd before. 

The flattering marks of approbation the un- 
known writer is pleafcd to bellow upon ray pub- 
lication, the companion for my fufferings flw fo 
delicately imparts, the comfort fh« (o ktndlj ad- 
jninifters, and her friendly wiflies for my future 
welfare, have made an impceffion upon my aiind 
that will never be eradicated ; and I kite the op- 
portunity, which now prefents itfel^ of returning 
the humaoe incognita, thus publicly, my acknow 
ledgments. 

As you know my ilUppfifinn i$ of that uit- 
"felfilh nature, that I think every happiiiefs whi^ 
is not participated of, far from fetisfaflory ; I will 
copy it for you, and likewife publrih ir, to com- 
municate to fuch as generoully interelt them- 
I'elves in my fate, tha agreeable intelligence that 
this number of thofe who fypipUhife in my paft 
diiircfies. 



C. A. BELLAMY. 225 

diftrefles, and bonour me witb their benevolent 
ViOies, are daily increa&ng. — But I will no longor 
detain you from the letter itfelf; which if you 
read with half the pleafure I did, joa will enjoy 
an enviable mental treat. 

** Dear M&dam, 

"I have juft finilhed the pern fal of what you 
** modefily call * An Apology for your Life.' It 
*' might; indeed, be received as an apology for a 
•• mach more blameable life than yonr's. Never 
" have I met witb any hiflory fo aSefling. If 
" fucb an account of perfecuted innocence liad 
" been given to the world at a romance, I Ihould 
" have been aJlonilbed at the author's going fo 
*( far beyond all probablUty ; and have faid, that 
« be prefumed too much on the credulity, of 
** mankind : but you have convinced us, that the 
** utmoll ftretch of invention has hitherto fallen 
« ihort of reality, 

** But, oh thoo amiable fu&rer ! fay not thon- 
^* haft no friend to ibare thy forrows, or rejoice 
*• in thy deliverance ! Every benevolent fpirit is 
•* interefted in thy fiite ; they feel for thy dif- 
■' treSiesj and will Jhare thy joy, Hiould heaven 
L 5 " again 

L., QkwL 
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•* again finile oa thee ; as, I truft, it will : that 
** all-gracious Being, who faved thee in the dread- 
** ful moment of defpair, will never quite forlake 
" thee. Haft thou not fed . the widow and the 
"orphan? Hail thou not glren bread to tjiofe 
" whofe brows arc now encircled with coronets,. 
*• when their own parents could not give it 
** them ? They may forget, but God will never 
*' forget it. ' 

" Happy, thrice happy, fliould I Be, were T in 
'* a filuation to afflft you : my houfe Ihould b« 
"yourafylum; my tender afliduties Jhould luD 
" your heart to peace ; arid your fociety ftiould. 
"gild the remainder of Jny^y«:'-but'I am not 
" fo bleft: wifties,"and prayers^ areall' the'wealtli 
'* that I poJTefs : they flow from the fincereft 
" fympathy, and I hope you will accept tRemr 

"■ However, my deaf Mddim^ a word 'of 'con- 
" folation is fometimes of equal value with gold', 
" and that even the pooreft-nKiy beftowt permit 
" me, then, to preach a Utile to. yo*. I m» not 
" one of tbem, who, from an eafy chair, preach 
" patience to thofe that fit on thonjs :- few .per- 
*' Tons have drank more lai^Iy.of theicupoC 
«< forrow than myfelf: affliiftioh Jjjiih- long ag» 
" fubdued my cheek ; but, I thank God, it htt\i 
" not. 
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*' not yet taken in mjr mind : when misfortune 
*' hath, in various Shapes, aCailed me^ an im- 
" plicit refignation to the divine will, has made 
** all calm within ; and hope, celeftial comfor- 
•'ter! that only ftyptic for a bleeding heart, 
*' hath ftill fuftained me : had I not that fup- 
" port, I fliould, at this moment, fink under the 
'^heavieft preflure. of anxiety, dut the feelings 
" of an affe^ionate wife and mother can exr 
" cite. 

'* Let mej therefore, infrcat you, thtnigH the 
*• meafure of your calamity feema to be greater 
" than ever was heaped on any individual, not 
" to forget that the hand which hath wounded^ 
"is mighty alfo, to heal: that the fame powtr 
" which hath fo long permitted you to he the 
" victim of v'icked,. fordid, and unfeeling fouls, 
" can, in a moment, raife you up friends and 
*' prote(3ors, among the great, the generous, and 
" the juft. Happy difpenfers of the bounty of 
" heaven ! were I capable of epvy, you alone 
" would be the objefl of It. * 

" I hope, dear Madam, yon wilf excufe this 
" great liberty, taken by a perfqn who is fome 
« years older than yourfelf, and is moft unfeigti- 
«edly 

■ ** YourFritnd. 
L.6 " P. S. 
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** P. S. Should the agreeable change m joar 
** circumftances, which I hope for, take place,.! 
*' beg the favour of you to let it be mentioned 
*' in the General Evening Poft, with the place of 
" your abode. I know not what apoI(^ to make 
** for this reqneft ; hut for want of knowing 
*• where to addrefs you, I muft fend this lettN- to 
*^ Mr. Bel], who, I hop^ will - tranltnit it to 
M you. 

« The 2ift of April, 1785," 

T could add many other letters of the feme na- 
ture to this ; but I fear I have already tried yoor 
patience too far. t fhall therefore conclude with 
giving you a fpecimen or two of my poetical tar 
lents. Thefirft isniy_^r^cflay; and, confequent- 
ly, I hope you will fpare me. If it be not equal ta 
your expeftarions. It will be necellary to premif^ 
that the gentleman who infpired them, (and in 
doing this he has almoft worked a nuracle) is one 
of thofe preachers who teach the moft lenient doc- 
trines and endeavour to convert by perfuafions, 
not anathemas. 

Upon hearing the Reverend Mr. Arcmer'^s Dif- 
cQutfe in Advent on the following text -.—I hear 



G. A. B 1 L I. A M y, r^ 

a voice in lie defart, faying, Prepart tbe way for 
the Lwd, 

WhJle thy t-mm iiAm m u du im c Dudi* dmOA 

We fed our God In hia difciple Ihine. 

Proceed, grut Sar, in moderallon's plin. 

To ferve thy Maker by reclaiming man i 

Th; lenient words trantjixti in ihe heart, 

TiimtrlkoSjfrebtril tofntilifixbe Jtrt^ 

' Like all dabblers in rhime, I could not Aop 
here; but I lately wrote the follov^ing lines to the 
Reverend Mr. Wharton, with the B.everend Mr, 
Filling's anfwer to his pamphlett 

Whartm ! fiwii thf deludve draamt 
Ketuni nota thy Ood: 

Attentive read thii bleOed fcheme. 
Or diead th' avenging rod. 

Titimc mH ven'd in Chriflian ]on. 
Appears — and muftconfoond thee; 
Hat prov'd thy ehalT, pveo m irti frii 
w iirilL not WMnd thea. 



Fair realbn with ccnvl^on Tpeakt, 
He poim in balm to hoA thae ; 

■Chf wand of fbpUftry be brnb. 
But wiae* to rMricva thae. 

In Piety's hreei garb he coinea, 
And Mnp ibee tnitha divine ; 

Fuary if Cod ! It well bccomea 
In Tuch I uofe to Ihine. 
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WsA rupcrftidon hjdn hn beadt 
E*eD falfehood now Ji daunted i 

Fiir ordudoi ii in their flcad,^ 
Oh-fiMMl irtutdMHi tMft wanted. 



To thefe permit me to odtTa meditation in ^I'ofe* 
and then I will bsve done. 

REFLECTIO'NS ON MY PILLOW. 

At this folemn hour of night, when all is huflied 
and undiiturbed by the paft bufmefs of the day, 
thought has liberty to revolve, look into every re?- 
ce(s of the mental fKulties, and expatiate at Urge. 
Can there be matter for greater contemplation^ 
than when we think of that great, that important 
delegated trull committed to our care by the all- 
fupreme I AM. A truft too often negleded for 
levity and folly, bringing on &n'and deaths what 
the grave, the fea, lhallg^v« up -their dead; and 
that tremendous hotir arrive, when we are fum- 
moned to appear before him, the Son of God, who 
fuffered'for our fins, whofe precious blood was our 
propitiation, what can the fons atad-daughrters of 
riot fay f anfwer me, you thoughtlefs. ■ Alas ! I 
muft alfo anfwer. Say, do we not liold mankind 
in deteAatton that defpife and ungratefully treat a . 
fiiend, fmce 'tis a general maxim, call a man un- ■ 
grateful. 
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grateful, you call him every thing bale by treating 
ill a worldly friend ; what ihall we fay to our beft 
of friemls, the 'Redeemer of mankind, when with 
firideft truth he may alledge — " IaxA rai thofe 
hands, thofe feetj this fide, 'my brow, crowned 
with the priclfing thorn, • the cohtem{>t. I bore for 
you, Cbul^' you- not thinlc, when you gave way 
to pleafures falfe in themfelves^ to f^nfualtty, ava-- 
lite, hardnefs of heart to your brother^ thatcata* 
Ibgucoffins the Prihee of Darknefs fpread'ovet 
the worId,-enemy to Ood'and man; I fay, could 
yon hot tbrnloyou crucified" me anew, or did you 
feel the arehangdit, aagelB^ chenibims, and fan^ 
phims, who are continually .in proftrate ^ontioa 
before the throne of God, their forrows for their, 
brethren of the «uth, d.'awjag.on tJiem- wrath ,di>f 
wJne. Was. you not.entrufted with a foul, the- 
(pirit otever-living life* which oev»r can be anniTi 
hilatedJWheo its covering of earth fhall moulder 
to its-natural duA, where was that care required of 
you to rmdet It unpoUivted to the divine Jiand that 
gave it ?" 

How have you applied^ bow Hid your talent 

under a buihel ; how (ball we bear that terrible 

■fentence, go you children of the devi Unto ever* 

t^iag toimenu [U'epared for his angels. Dreadr 

ful 
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fal fentence, yet a ray of bop* runs thro' mj 
kolbm ; the lenient hand, the balm of comfort is 
held out to lu ; we are ailiired a timely repea- 
tance may reconcile us to the lather of all mercy, 
and that thu« is compalHon for the weaknefa- 
Hid frailty of mankind ;.and joy in therc^nt of 
beatitude Mid blifs^ amougft the heavenly powers, 
on the return of a repentant fmner. At this hour 
of nigbt| at til hours, grant it, oh heavenly 
Father, iathe nanis of thy only Son th« immaculate 
£muiud. Thou hafl promifed it to ms, that when 
fiauert from th«r heigrts ihall repent thou wilt 
heu- as, and. grant us mercy ! may all metib that 
antcy, aa well as thy penitent fervaat 

" G, A. B. 
K. S, By the above, do not lappofe me to be 
a difciple of Madam Gyhan ; but believe me when 
I alltire you, I aih by no means a vifionary, and 
am not partial to thofe who are. The above lady 
was a feflary, and involved the juftly celebrated 
Bifiiop of Cambray, (adthor of the admired Tele- 
machus) by her abfurdities, which occafioncdhts 
difgrdce, fi*m his Writing a treatife in her defence. 
Her confeflbr (whofe name I cannot now recol- 
leA) (he brought into many dtfagreeable fttua- 
tiofli, the latter wifely difcarded her and her vi- 
fiODs as foon as poSIble. 

LET- 
• C.H,S|C 
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LETTER. CV. 

Oaober i, ivSs- 
O O highly flattered ai I have been by the pub- 
lic, as well as your indulgent feif, I think it my 
3uty to finiJh with that fincerity I have always 
adopted, and made my boaft. I therefore will 
add, 'as the work, through the favour of the pub- 
lic, is preparing for a fourth Edition, a conclufive 
Letter, which will, I think (unlefs any thing very 
material caules me to refume my pen) for ever 
end my writing relative to myfelf. 

I, acquainted you, Madam, in my laft, that 
my profpeft of happinefs, which could alone re- 
volt from the ammendmcnt of my pecuniary 
affairs, began to brighten, and promife me a more 
unclouded iky, than I had for a long time en- 
joyed. But bow ridiculous is hope ! misfortune 
and diflrefs, notwithftanding the tranHent gleam* 
ftill purfue me ; and to which, a very fcvere ill- 
nefs has made no inconHderable addition. Nor 
have frelh difappointments been wanting to make 
up the tale. That which I am about to relate 
will appear to you> I am perfuaded, as extraordi- 
nary as any that I have hitherto informed you 
ot 

Some 
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Some time before my benefit, word was fent mv 
vp, that a ftranger wifhed to fpeak with me. 
Upon- bis introdu<5lion, he told me that his name 
was Findon, that he lived at Newington, in 
Surry, and that he was deputed by James Walker 
Efq; of Juana St. Elizabeth, in the Ifland of Ja- 
maica, to call on me relative to a very 'confider- 
able fum, which that gentleman had loft to my. 
late fon Colonel Metham. He, at the fame time, 
alTured me that Mr. Walker, with uncommoi^ 
honour, pofTefied great opulence, the fum he was- 
thus indebted to my late fon, Ihould be fent me 
u Iboa as poffible, if I flood in need of it. You 
may be alTured I did not hefitateto make known> 
to him that I really had' occaltbn for it ; and 
elated at the pleafing profpe^, and charmed witK 
fuch unexampled honouc and generoGty, I expref- 
fed my thanks in the moft fervent manner. How- 
ever, not thinking what I had faid to my vifitor 
fu£cient» I aftecwards wrote to that gentleman j 
but was informed that he was gone the fame dajr 
to- Jamaica, and had taken my letter to Mr. 
Walker, But fmce that time, though many 
months have elapfed, I have received no anfwer, 
Qor heard any thing more of this extraordinarjr 

My 
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My benefit, though attended with very con- 
liderable expences, was infinitely more lucrative 
than ray moft fanguine expcflations. The moft 
brilliant and flattering aflembl'age of greatoefs, 
beauty, and goodnefs, graced the boxes. And 
as I bad been told, that it would be abfolutely 
neceflary for me to appear, if but to exprefs my 
thanks, notwithftanding I was emaciated, and 
deprefled by a very fevere indifpofition, I chofe 
tather t6 expofe my incapacity, than to be fuppo- 
&d guilty of ingratitude. 

Mrs. Yatea, to whom I am doubly obligeJ, 
appeared in the Duchefs of Braganza ; andjiever 
to more advantage. And I can truly fay, hex 
reception gave me more rear fatisf^£tion than I 
ever was fufceptible of, for any applaufebeftowed 
upon myfelf. Indeed the performers in general 
(particularly Mr. Smith) drew forth all then- 
powers to pleafe. The beautiful Mifs Farreh 
fpoke an occasional Epilogue^ -written by Mr. 
Bickneir, in which I was reprefented as a fem^ 
Belifaritis. That Lady exerted herfelf ib greatly 
upon the oceafion, that my- apprshenfions wens 
not a little increafed thereby. And as. 1 was 
feated behind the curtain, I would with pleafuns 
have relin^uiihed all the emolumeDts refnlting 
from. 

,:.;..„C00Slc. 
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from my benefit, could I then have- been excnred 
&om ntakiog my appeiraoce. 

Thus agitated, the curtua drew up ; when, 
though fcMcely able to walk, I advanced, with an 
iateniion, to exprefs my heart-felt gratitude ; but 
iinhapily I found myfelf incapable of articulattog 
the words I purpofed to make ufe of. And to 
fuch a degree of lenflbility was 1 situated, that 
I Ibould certainly have f:illen upon the lamps, had 
not the amiable Girl, who had juft fpoken the in- 
troductory addrefs, fupported me til! I got off the 
Aage ; when I fell down fenfelels. 

I have often thought, that gratitude is by muclr 
the flrongeft pafiion a fufceptible mind can feel. 
It ftiikes deeper in the foul than vanity or even 
love. Thefe are iranfient; but from the heart, 
where gratitude takes its Toot, it can never be 
eradicated. To what an infinite degree, there- 
fore, mufi: I be affe£led, to; fee the moft emioeat 
ladies in the kingdom ; eminent for their virtues 
as well as their titles and fortunes, Aand fisrtii 
the avowed ^atnwefies of &ich~ a diQrelled, I 
AUght lay, opprefied bein^ as my in%nificant 
felf. It was too great a happinefs, much t«o great, 
even &r infepfibility itfelf to bear; and 1 funk 
uaikr the wei^. 
I ■ I now 
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I aarr foaad aL^felf enabled to &m{y the debts 
I had newly contracted. And entcTtaining n» 
masner of doubt but that I fliould foon hesur 
frosi Jamaica, I paid fome chart had been of longer 
ftandiQg, and gave frefh fecnritka to others> wbofe 
iod^RlCtt and p»(t temty, had a claim upon my 
gratitude and every honefi fenfation. 

Tims yon fee, Madam, that notwithft-indrnf 
all the experience I had fo dearly bought, I (Hll 
contuiue to be moft unfortunately fengume, and 
the fame dbps-M my credulity I hbve ever been ; 
and I too moc^ fear ihalt ever remain fo. 

•To add to thefe diAreifles, feoa after my benefit, 
i had the ansfortune to (prarn my angle ; *hich 
hM been the mean« of ray being confined ever 
fince-; for endeavonring to walk before I hatf 
guinad'fufietent-ftrcngth, I fell, and l^Iinened the 
bone of she feme leg-; fr6m' which, I fear, I ne-- 
ver ftrall be aWe t*> walk again, without aflift- 
ance. 

Thefe accidents, however, I hoiw wUf concTuJe' 
toy milfbrtunes f as- 1 have the honour and hap- 
pinefij *F luiilg upon the lift of her Grate of 
15e'»OBftiire'9 petl^neis. The atrivaf of my fort 
.from ladra has likewife greatly added to my fe- 
liCtiy, » the continuance of hij afffeftion, andthe 
prefer vat iou 
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' pre&rvation of his health* wivs the fiimmit tpf my 
wtJbei. Hii prefeqit fitnation will not iadeed 
permit him to extricate me from the debts, with 
which I am encumbered; but he has fettled a 
yearly income upon me* And were not thofe 
mcumbrances a great abatement to my happinelt> 
1 ihoiild think myfelf b^ in the patronage of 
one of the firft of women, and the affe<^ioD of 
the beft <tf fonsj thoagb bereft of health, .and de< 
prived of my favourite amul^neat. 

Among the aumwous letters that Iliave r»- 
■ceived &om unknown correfpondents, fince the 
publication of my apolegy, I cannot forbear gi- 
ving you the contents of .one, the liogularity of 
which, I own, much furprized me. Two gentle- 
men called at my lodgingi, one evening, and left 
a letter, with a particular injundlion that it 
Jhould be delivered into my own hand. Upon 
opening it, I found only thefe few words, God 
f»r ever bl^s you. Some company, who happened 
to be with me at riie time, feem^ to think, that 
fomething more was intended by itj than merely 
to convey me a blefling, and advifed me Co men- 
-tion it in one of the morning prints, but couched 
.in fuch terms as that the writer alooc might ui>- 
derfland the purport of it. This I accordingly 
did; 
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ijd ; but as I heard no more of it, I fuppofe it 
■came from a pcrfon, whofe time hanging heavy 
on his hands, wiihed to divert himfelf by awake 
ning my curiofity. 

I likewife wrote to Jamaica ; tut as I have re- 
ceived tto .anfwor, muft fuppofe the otttelligencs 
I received from the viHtor mentioned dn the be- 
ginning of my Letter to be of the fame nature. 
But I am at a Ipfs, when I refleft upon the circum^ 
fiance, to cimceive what tbe gentleman's induce- 
ment for thus leading an unfortuiute individual 
into a fool's paradife, could be. 

^&%en the notes I had lately given became 
due, as it was not in my power to difcharge 
them, I prefumed to write to the gentleman, who, 
as I told you io a former Letter, with a donation 
he fent me, likewife fent me word to call upon 
.his purfe on any future occalion. I certainly 
could mean no farther to intrude upon thofe ge- 
nerous feelings I had fo recently experienced^ 
than for a temporary relief, until by oeconomy 
I .fl\ouId be enabled to repay what he might be 
induced fay his humjmity to lend me. I, how- 
.ever, received no anfwer to my letter. As bis 
former liberality had been quite unfolicited, I 
(imagined this fileace might proceed from his not 
being 
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bang at home. This nd«eed me to Vtnte ngiva, 
but with no betnr fiicceft. 

I have thus, my dew Madam, given yon a cjott— 
tinnation of the moft material iocidaiits tiiat 
happened to me £tice Ac date of my laft Lettdr ; 
and by them yeu will fee, dnt my life 6^ oeit- 
tkwn to be chequered ; that fametiniet fbrtone . 
Seani to be in good humoor with ms, and /bowers ' 
ber fovoun upon me, and at Ae Uxoe time, that 
difappointmmtg moft furely fffcceed. Bat as th<' 
fickle lady hai not totally deferted me, I am not 
without hopes, if 1 can be indufgfiS wfth time, 
of being able totally to «x6nera»« ffliyfelf from 
thefe pecnniary engagements trhid^ lie fo heavy 
i^n my mind. 

By way of c«nchi&>«,. I ftmd yOO a t^p-f cf 
a poeticaj addrefs to her Grace of DeftiiiAiirO. 
Though -v^y uoeqwal to the tafli, I have vert- 
toned to enprefs my g«titode, which, like the' 
Widow's iniK, I hope will be accepted. 

JJxa bumbif Addfefftd ta htr ' Crane flSt Duchtfs 
tf Div<»i/hm. 

What tribute can (h« Mufes bring. 
Or how attempt her praife co ling. 
The BmSBna aS 'HhOSi hhjli prais'd iiidM) 
Coaferi 00 bards ihcir greatcQ fame t 
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Coold J with bithfol pencO trace 

That graccAiI mdit, thit lovdy-facr, 

ThoTe eyes which fhed celeftial rays, 

A ihouriind bards would claim the praife. 

Of Devon, aU the tuDeful Nine 

Have fnng, in IbaiDs, like her dXttat. 

Or preil b; gratitude liippole 

1 praife a mind that confta«t gloiMt 

With all that's viifi, that's grin, and ge^ 

The rtel wealth of poble blood ; 

Wherecan a nobler curmt ^jde, 

Spencer, and Marlb'rougti feedt the tide. 
And Poynts •, who taught the way to fame; 
And llampi with fidencc 'Wnillam's name. 
The nalloiu with ooe voice would &y, 
Thin I pnift Devon every da/. 
'What Ihall I do, en- twi. impM 
Peelings, which overflow ntf heart ; 
The grateful tnndilcr fain would 4>calc, 
The^priaciiwann, btit words are weak. 
What praile (o her IhiU mortal give, 
' Who, like an angel, bidi ine live ; 
She, who like heaven o'er vtj head. 
Her beuns upon the nvini fhed 
Ofalongday; whoftOonnijab, 
Oft fhook the find withtai my gl*fs. 
Vet Aill be mine to pndle the mora 
That feet another Doroo bom; 
WJiiie, a) within an infant role, 
A matchleis mother'a bcMty ghnnj 

* Mr. PofQU was preceptor to the l«t« Snka of CuniberUiMb ut4 
Ather to the Ceiiaw& Dowager of Spencer. 
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Or 1 young Marlboraugh, la ^AatB c^ 
His great forijubcr'a Oanie 1 fyy, - 

Jlcroes Mid fluefmoi in the finlt. 
That Tpring from fach a nohle toM.' 
Thus time for many an age Dull tnM 
The blooming wonder) of that toe i 
And unbom beroei fpring Trom the*) 
Their country's guatdian, God*> to be. 

I thought to have concluded with the foregoing 
lines, and with tolerable chearfulnefs ; but that 
fickle dame I juft now mentioned,, wjll not fufier 
me to do fo. I am unhappily foroed to add, that 
the attorney who undertook, with Mr. Batten, 
the joint /riVW/)i bill before the R^ronf. uf Exche- 
quer, in-order to obtain perml^n for Mr, Wood- 
ward to fell out the ftock his bretbcrhad left him, 
has lent me in Iiis biH, which amounts to forty 
three pounds thirteen ihilllngs, arid pnepeapy. 
What I fiiall do I know not. ; ICbehaspotlent^y, 
the Lord have mercy upon me. B»t -at he Ua 
generou^ and opulent man, I hope he win give me 
time ; more particularly, as he ihuft feel t;lie de- 
ception that occafioned our ill fHccef^. 

G. A. B. 
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